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INTRODUCTION. 



A naval writer has asserted, that none but a 
naval man can write naval history; and there- 
fore, from parity of reasoning, it may be inferred, 
that none but naval men can understand naval 
history when written. Without admitting the 
truth of this assertion, certain it is, what- 
ever may be the cause, that something operates 
against the popularity of this subject with 
the general mass of readers, and it is but fair to 
suppose, that, in this country, where our ideas of 
national glory have been for many years chiefly 
identified with the actions of our seamen, nothing 
but the use of technical phrases, and such expres- 
sions as are necessary to the right understanding 
of nautical manoeuvres, but which are, at the same 
time, unintelligible to the majority of the reading 
world, prevents the history of our navy, as it 
is full of romantic incidents, from being as 
interesting as the most striking tale of fiction; 
and after a perusal of some of the following anec- 
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dotes it may be well affirmed that truth is 
stranger than fiction. 

Without pretending, therefore, to write naval 
history, our object has been to set forth, in every- 
day language, such traits of courage and feats of 
individual daring as may best serve to illustrate 
the generally received idea of the British sailor's 
character for "courage verging on temerity." These 
narratives have, with few exceptions, already ap- 
peared in print, chiefly in the Gazette, but they 
have in all cases, where it has been possible, been 
verified by reference to the original documents, 
and relieved of their dry official tone, by a de- 
tail of minor incidents communicated to us in 
many instances by participators, and which, like 
the minute touches in a painting, bring out the 
lights and shades, and make the picture more 
resemble nature. 
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BELLONA AND COTTRAGEUX. 

The year 1761 witnessed an action which may 
fairly be set down as one of the most conspi- 
cuous for the daring it exhibited, most successful 
in its results to the victors, and most singular in 
the circumstances under which it was fought ; 
for we see an officer carrying valuable freights, 
which would, had merely prudential considera- 
tions existed, have been sufficient justification for 
his avoiding an action with an enemy of equal 
force, seeking out and pursuing with energy an 
antagonist far superior to himself in every respect, 
under the following circumstances. 

The Bellona, of 74 guns and 558 men, 
commanded by Captain R Faulknor, and the 
Brilliant, 36-gun frigate, Captain Loggie, sailed 
in company from the Tagus, in the month of 
August, 1761 — the line-of-battle ship having a 
large freight on board on merchants' accounts. 
When a little off Vigo, on the evening of the 
14th of that month, three sail were discovered 
approaching the land, along which the British 
ships were running. The strangers continued 

', * B 
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their course until they had come within six or 
seven miles, when suddenly, on making out the 
character of the hostile ships, they changed their 
course and made sail before the wind, in flight. 
Upon this the Bellona and Brilliant stood after 
them, and crowded all the canvas they could 
carry in pursuit, and, being favoured by a bright 
moonlight, they managed to sight the enemy 
during the whole night; and, gaining a little 
in the chase, at sunrise were within five miles, 
and made out the enemy's squadron to consist of 
one ship of 74 guns, the Courageux, with 700 
men, and two frigates of 36 guns each, the 
Malicieuse and Ermine (and it may here be 
stated that the Courageux was a crack ship and a 
model of her class). At five o'clock, A.M., on the 
1 5th August, the English ships were almost up 
with the frigates, and the action commenced 
between the Brilliant and Malicieuse. After 
exchanging a few broadsides, the Frenchman 
shot ahead ; when Captain Loggie, perceiving, by 
the disposition of the French, that he should 
have both the frigates upon him at once, ob- 
served to his officers, that in his present circum- 
stances he could not expect to take either of 
them, but that all he could propose to do was 
to avoid being taken himself and at the same 
time to find sufficient employment for both the 
frigates, so that neither might be able to annoy 
the Bellona, who was no more than a match for 
her antagonist, the line-of-battle ship. With 
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admirable judgment and presence of mind lie 
formed his plans, and executed them with such 
steadiness and resolution, that during the whole 
time the Bellona and Courageux were engaged, 
and for above half an hour afterwards, he with- 
stood the united attacks of both the frigates, each 
of them of equal force with his own, and at last 
obliged them to sheer off, greatly damaged in their 
hulls and rigging, while the Brilliant had suffered 
much less than could have been expected Mean- 
while the Courageux and Bellona had approached 
each other very fast, the first lying to, and the 
other advancing under her topsails — the sea, 
though there was a fine working breeze, being 
as smooth as a pool of standing water, so that 
the men in both ships could stand and work 
their guns as firmly as at a land battery. The 
Courageux, when within musket shot, fired her 
first broadside, and there appeared some im- 
patience on the main deck of the Bellona to 
return it; but Captain Faulknor called out to 
them to hold hard, and not to fire till they saw 
the whites of the Frenchmen's eyes, adding, 
" take my word for it, they will never stand the 
singeing of their whiskers/' At the second dis- 
charge from the Frenchman the Bellona com- 
menced her fire, and with such precision that 
almost every shot took full effect. The French 
still kept up a very brisk fire, and in a moment 
the Bellona's shrouds and rigging were almost 
all cut to pieces, and in nine minutes her xnizen- 

B 2 
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mast fell over the stern. Upon this Captain 
Faulknor gave immediate orders for boarding; 
but the position of the two ships rendered this 
impracticable, and the Bellona was wore round 
by means of her studding-sails (the halliards and 
all other ropes that could be serviceable in that 
manoeuvre being already shot away), so as to 
fell upon the starboard quarter of the Courageux:. 
The officers and ship's company, with a prompti- 
tude and regularity men thoroughly disciplined 
are alone capable o£ flew each to their respective 
opposite guns, and carried on from the larboard 
side a Are even more terrible than that they had 
hitherto kept up from the starboard guns. It 
was impossible for mortal beings to withstand 
a battery so incessantly repeated and so fetaJly 
directed, and, in about twenty minutes from the 
first shot, the French colours were hauled down, 
and orders were immediately given in the Bellona 
to cease firing, the enemy having struck. The men 
had left their quarters, and all the officers were 
on the quarter-deck congratulating one another 
on their victory, when unexpectedly a round of 
shot came from the lower tier of the Courageux. 
It is impossible to describe the rage that ani- 
mated the Bellona's crew on this occasion ; with- 
out waiting for orders, they flew again to their 
guns, and in a moment poured in what they 
familiarly termed two "comfortable broadsides" 
upon the enemy, who now called out loudly for 
-quarter, and firing at length ceased on both sides. 
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On board the Belloiia six men were killed out- 
right, and about twenty-eight wounded, few of 
them dangerously; the Courageux lost 240 
killed, and 110 were put ashore wounded at 
Lisbon. Had it not been for the loss of her 
mizen, and the tattered condition of her sails, 
you would hardly have known the Bellona had 
been in action, there not being above five or six 
shot in her hull ; whereas the Courageux was a 
mere wreck, having nothing but her foremast 
and bowsprit standing, several of her ports 
knocked into one, her guns dismounted, and her 
decks torn up in a hundred places. The fol- 
lowing letter describing this memorable action*, 
from Commander Johnstone (afterwards better 
known as Governor Johnstone) to Lord Howe, 
will repay a perusal, from its quaint and ori- 
ginal style. Notwithstanding the high eulogium 
and well-turned compliments to the noble lord 
with which it commences, it is curious to note 
that, a very few years after, Governor Johnstone, 
at that time in the House of Commons, rendered 
himself very notorious by a most outrageous 
professional attack on Lord Howe. The letter 
to which we have alluded is as follows : — 

"MY LOUD " Lisbon, September 4, 1761. 

" As I have always considered your Lordship's 
character incapable of admitting the smallest spot 
of envy to sully its lustre; so I sincerely believe 

* Extracted from the Naval Chronicle. 
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no man rejoices with greater warmth at the noble 
actions of others. It is from this consideration 
that I venture to send you some account of the 
taking the Courageux by Captain Faulknor, of 
the Bellona. His conduct naturally calls your 
Lordship to my mind, and therefore I hope it 
will prove the more agreeable, since it seems to 
confirm the method of attack, which you were 
pleased to illustrate at the beginning of this war. 
But I feel my own weakness. Who is capable 
of painting the lightning of Jupiter, or what 
words can convey the idea of his thunder ? It 
was Apelles alone who could communicate those 
terrors among the ancients; it is your Lordship's 
imagination that now must supply their place. 

" The Bellona, of 74 guns, Captain Faulknor, 
and the Brilliant, of 36 guns, Captain Loggie, 
sailed from Lisbon with immense treasure on 
board. In passing by Cape Finisterre they had 
sight of the Courageux, of 74 guns, the Mali- 
cieuse, of 36, and the Ermine, of the like number. 
These were returning, full of wealth and full of 
pride, from a successful voyage round the French 
West India Islands, in which they had made 
many prizes, having now eight ransomers on 
board. The 74 was commanded by Monsieur 
Du Gue Lambert, who was esteemed the best 
officer in France, and had been entrusted with 
discretionary power under promise of what he 
was to perform. The glory of his scheme de- 
parted on the issue of the battle. The French 
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ships (intending for Vigo) bore down to make 
the British distinctly; the close of the evening 
left them uncertain, but rather inclined to believe 
both of the line-of-battle. The French fled, the 
British pursued, during a serene night, a pleasing 
gale, and every circumstance that could keep the 
imagination employed. The beams of Aurora dis- 
covered the force of the Brilliant; the French 
Commodore immediately shortened sail, and made 
the signal for the frigates to attack her. At six 
the combat began between those three, when 
Monsieur Lambert, like a fair gamester, hauled 
for the Bellona, so that their bows pointed to 
each other, and at the distance of two cables' length 
the enemy began to fire. Captain Faulknor re- 
ceived his second broadside before he permitted a 
gun to be discharged ; this enabled him to lock 
the yards, when he gave orders to begin. The 
execution, as I had it from the French, was in- 
credible. They received two broadsides in that 
situation, when the Bellona backed astern, in 
order to fun on the other side. In performing 
this, her mizen-mast went away, and fell directly 
over the stern ; several were bruised, none killed, 
and all the men in the top got in at the gun- 
room ports. The driver-boom broke the fell ; 
this rather served to assist Captain Faulknor s 
scheme of wearing quickly under the Courageux's 
stern; and, ranging on the other side, it was per- 
formed to a miracle ; every gun was told on the 
quarter as they passed, till the Bellona was placed 
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on the Courageuxs bow, whose jib-boom was 
entangled in the other's fore-shrouds. Here the 
guns were as quickly traversed, and as keenly 
plied. Taken in all directions, beat, and buffeted 
on every quarter, her captain killed, her mizen- 
mast gone, her main-mast wagging, her tiller-rope 
cut, her quarters laid open, 240 of her crew 
carnaged, 130 wounded, courage submitted to 
superior power ; the main-mast fell with the flag. 
The action lasted 55 minutes. 

" The prize was conducted into Lisbon, under 
the eyes of the King and Court, as well as those 
of every nation in Europe. The opposite shores 
were covered from St. Julien's to the town with 
millions of people. What is strange, the Bellona 
had only a few shots which pierced her hull, 
though shattered and torn in the sails and rig- 
ging. She lost but five men, and twenty 
wounded ! mostly by musket balls, and the tum- 
bling of destruction. It is natural to inquire 
into the reason of this disproportion, and it is 
imputed with truth to superior management, for 
the ship was more shattered than the Formidable*. 

* In Admiral Hawkea' action with Conflans, Lord Howe, at that 
time in command of the Magnanime, was engaged successively with 
the Formidable and Heros. Having commenced the action by bearing 
down upon the former with such force as to bury the Magnanime's 
prow in her lower tier of guns, he left her engaged with several other 
ships, to which she surrendered, with a loss of 200 men killed, and 
proceeded to attack the Heros, which shortly struck to him ; but, in 
consequence of the high sea, she was not taken possession of, and next 
morning was discovered on shore, and set on fire. In this same action 
Captain Keppel's ship was full of water, and thought to be sinking. A 
sudden squall emptied the ship, but the captain was informed all his 
powder was wet " Then," said he, " I am sorry I am safe." They 
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She appears to have been appointed in every re- 
spect superior to any of the French captures 
which have Mien under my notice : short guns, 
smooth cylinders, good powder, and grape well 
prepared ; clear of calms and other obstructions ; 
the officers regarded as the best in France ; the 
captain confident in his strength, and daily wish- 
ing for an opportunity to redeem the credit of 
his country ; but the feet is, he was feirly out- 
worked. I can only compare the conduct of the 
Bellona to a dexterous gladiator, who not only 
plants his own blows with surety, but guards 
against the strokes of his antagonist. Fortune 
had but little to say in the action ; because it ap- 
peared that everything that happened was told 
and foreseen. Each design was carried into exe- 
cution ; no confusion, no balk, no powder blown 
up, no cannon fired in vain. The people, it is 
true, had been twice in action ; all the officers 
were of a superior class. The first lieutenant, 
Mr. Male, is not to be equalled for modesty or 
merit, nor can the master be compared with any 
of his corps. Captain Faulknor's speech to the 
people will explain what I mean by saying every- 
thing was foreseen. 

" 'Gentlemen, I have been bred a seaman firom 
my youth, and consequently am no orator ; but 
I promise to carry you all near enough, and then 

came and told him a small quantity was undamaged. " Very well," 
said he, " then attack again.* *— Horace WcUpole. 
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you may speak for yourselves. Nevertheless, I 
think it necessary to acquaint you with the plan 
I propose to pursue in taking this ship, that you 
may be the better prepared to execute my orders 
with quickness and facility. French men-of-war 
have been taken with their guns lashed on the op- 
posite side. They know little of this business ; put 
them to management, and they run into confusion ; 
for this reason I propose to lead you close on the 
enemy's larboard quarter, when we will dis- 
charge two broadsides, and then back astern, 
and range upon the other quarter and so tell 
your guns as you pass. I recommend it at all 
times to point chiefly at the quarters with your 
guns slanting fore and aft ; this is the principal 
part of a ship. If you kill the officers, break 
the rudder, and snap the braces, she is yours of 
course ; but for this reason I desire you may 
only fire one round shot and grape above, and two 
round shot only below ; take care and send them 
home with exactness. This is a rich ship ; they 
will render you in return their weight in gold/ 

" Every action corresponded with the speech, 
which is the circumstance I admire the most. 
It appears wonderful to some, that so many men 
should be killed in so short a space. But on 
viewing the ship, that passion is called to ac- 
count how any could escape ; the force of a man- 
of-war when well applied was never more 
evident. Your Lordship will easily conceive this, 
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who knows the slaughter committed in the Heros* 
about the, same time. 

"There is an anecdote of Faulknor, which 
I think not unworthy of being related even 
to your Lordship. It is true, and it is na- 
tural, and I think savours more of presence 
of mind than some I have met with in noted 
histories. When the Bellona's mizen-mast went 
away, a fellow, looking afraid, cried out, 'Oh 
Lord ! we have lost our mizen-mast !' Faulknor 

immediately replied, * D your liver, you 

rascal, what has a two-decked ship to do with a 
mizen-mast in time of action? See and knock 
away his mizen-mast/ Not to interrupt the thread 
of the principal action, I seem to have forgot 
poor Loggie in the Brilliant. We left him en-« 
gaged with two. He never perfectly closed with 
either, but pursued his excellent plan of employ- 
ing both, to prevent any from interfering with 
the gladiators who were fitted. He succeeded, 
and they left him. They are since got into Vigo. 
The circumstance which amazes foreigners most 
in this affair is, the pursuing a superior force with 
so much money on board. It shows so much 
despite, so much confidence, and the issue appears 
so complete a proof, that even the French, on this 
occasion, yield with the tongue what they lost 
with the sword. When the second captain came 
on board, he told Faulknor he had got a rich 
prize ! ' By Jove/ says Bob, * I gave you a 

* See note p. 10. 
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chance for a better. There is 100,000i. in the 
hold ; you might have divided without agency/ 
The man stood amazed, as he declared himself 
I hope your Lordship will not think this tedious. 
One is willing to know everything in so noted an 
action/' 



ADMIRAL HOPSOff. 

The story connected with this officer's name 
which is generally current deserves a record, 
and although it may appear incredible to many, 
and I have been unable to authenticate the fact, 
still, as such an occurrence is not altogether im- 
possible, I here give it to my readers as I have 
received it. Left an orphan at an early age, he 
was apprenticed to a tailor on the sea-coast ; but, 
disliking his employment, he ran away and entered 
the Navy as a common boy about the year 1 680. 
The ship and fleet in which he was embarked, 
then on the point of sailing, soon fell in with a 
French squadron, and in a few hours after the 
boy's entry into the service a warm action was 
commenced, which was maintained on both sides 
with equal bravery. During this time young 
Hopson obeyed his orders with great alacrity; 
but after fighting some hours he became impa- 
tient for the result, and inquired when it would 
be over. On being told the action would con- 
tinue until the white flag at the enemies' mast- 
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head was struck, he exclaimed, " Oh ! if that 's 
all, I H see what 1 can do." At this moment the 
ships werd engaged yard-arm and yard-arm, and 
obscured in the smoke of the guns. Our hero, 
taking advantage of this circumstance, determined 
to haul down the enemies' colours ; he accordingly 
mounted the shrouds, and from the main-yard 
gained that of the French ship, unperceived by 
any of the crew, and, ascending with agility to 
the main-top-gallant mast-head, he struck and 
carried off the French flag, with which he re- 
treated to his own ship. Before he had regained 
the deck the British shouted victory, without any 
.other cause than that the enemies' flag had disap- 
peared. The crew of the French ship, thrown 
into confusion by the same circumstance, and be- 
lieving that her colours had been struck by order, 
ran from their guns, and although the French 
Admiral and officers, who were equally surprised 
at the event, endeavoured to rally them, it was a 
vain attempt, for the British tars seized then- 
opportunity, boarded the vessel, and took her. 
,At this juncture Hopson descended the shrouds 
with the French flag round his arm, and displayed 
it triumphantly to the sailors, who received the 
prize with the utmost astonishment. This heroic 
action reaching the quarter-deck, Hopson was 
ordered to attend there, and the Admiral, praising 
his gallantry, ordered him to be rated as a mid- 
shipman, telling him that upon his future con- 
duct depended his patronage and protection. 
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Hopson soon convinced his patron that his 
favours were not misplaced ; his rise was rapid, 
and his actions in each subsequent grade were not 
unworthy of the high rank he subsequently at- 
tained, or of the boyish daring that placed h\m 
in the position to attain it. 



CAPTAIN SETH JERMY. 

For the details of the following action, we are, 
strange to say, indebted to a French narrative. 
Of Captain Jermy, and his defence of the Night- 
ingale, no record is preserved at the Admiralty, 
beyond that contained in the sentence of the 
court-martial ; but this bare record has enabled 
me to ascertain the name of this brave man, which 
the French historian had left untold. Captain 
Jermy, indeed, "had no poet, and he died," for 
the different naval biographies pass him over in 
almost as few words as that he lived and died. 
Let it be my task, therefore, to rescue from this 
comparative oblivion the name of a brave officer, 
who, although conquered, won for himself the 
esteem and admiration of his enemies. 

In the month of August, 1707, a French force 
of six galleys*, under Commodore the Chevalier 

* The galleys employed in the Mediterranean, which we suppose, 
from its being said that the French Commodore in his single galley 
thought himself a match for the English frigate, were similar to those 
employed on this expedition, were very powerful vessels, about 150 feet 
long, and 32 wide, furnished with 3 masts, and also propelled by 32 
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Langeron, under the guidance of an English 
traitor, a Captain Smith, who had been in the 
navy, were off the mouth of the Thames, pro- 
ceeding to attack the town of Harwich; here 
they chanced to fall in with a fleet of thirty-six 
merchant vessels from the Texel, under convoy of 
the Nightingale, a small frigate of twenty guns. 
The French commodore, anticipating an easy 
prey in these merchant ships, gave orders to four 
of the galleys to pursue, and, if possible, master 
the merchantmen, while he himself, assisted by 
a galley under the command of Chevalier Man- 
villiers, should attack and capture the frigate* 
Captain Jenny, whose object it was, at all 
hazards, to save his convoy, had given orders to 
the merchant vessels to crowd all sail and run up 
the Thames, and doubted not but that he should 
be able, with his little frigate, to cut out work for 
the six French galleys. In pursuance of this 
resolution he bore down upon them under full 
sail, as if he intended to be the aggressor; but 
the French Commodore would not alter his ar- 
rangements, and although the galley appointed 
to second him was not in a capacity to render 
any immediate assistance, having fallen at least 
a league behind, either from inferior sailing, or 
her captain wishing to give his Commodore the 
honour of striking the first blow, he, noways 

banks of oars, to which 200 galley slaves were chained. Their arma- 
ment consisted of 12 guns of different calibre, and their complements 
varied from 1000 to 1200 men. 
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disturbed, waited the frigate's approach, thinking 
his single galley would be more than a match 
for the Englishman ; the sequel, however, showed, 
as the French writer states, that he was some* 
what deceived in this conjecture. As the two 
vessels mutually approached each other, the com- 
batants were soon within cannon range, and 
accordingly the galley discharged her broadsides, 
while the frigate bore down, silent as death, and 
without firing a gun, seeming steadily resolved to 
reserve all her terrors for more close engagement. 
The French Commodore, whose object was to fight 
at close quarters, called out, " We shall take her 
before she strikes a blow." The frigate still stood 
on, and the t^o vessels were now within musket 
shot of each other, the galley incessantly pouring 
in her broadside and small arms, when the Eng- 
lishman seemed all at once struck with a panic, 
and began to fly. This proceeding gave fresh 
spirits to the Frenchmen, and nothing was heard 
but their boasts of what they could do. The fid- 
gate's flight, however, proved to be a feint, with the 
view of enticing the French to endeavour to board 
her, for, as galleys in general attacked the stem 
of their opponents, she thus offered them a desired 
advantage. The French Commodore, in this ap- 
parently favourable conjuncture, fell into the 
snare, and ordered his galley to board, bidding 
the men at her helm to bury her beak in the 
frigate's stern. All were immediately in readi- 
ness for this manoeuvre, but Captain Jenny per- 
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ceived their intention, and, dexterously avoiding 
the beak by a movement of his helm, the French- 
man, instead of seeing the frigate sink in the 
dreadful encounter, had the mortification to be- 
hold her fairly alongside, and his own galley firmly 
held by the frigate's grappling irons, while the 
English artillery now opened with dreadful exe- 
cution, for the decks of the galley were as much 
exposed as a raft, and they were near enough to 
be scorched by the flames from the guns, while 
the English sailors from the rigging at the same 
time threw grenades like hail, scattering death 
and wounds wherever they fell. The French 
now no longer thought of attacking; they were 
unable even j to make defence, and the panic was 
as great among the officers as the men. At this 
moment the British, encouraged by the enemy's 
disorder, ventured to board, hewing down all that 
opposed them, but sparing the unresisting galley 
slaves chained to their oars. French numbers, 
however, still preponderated, and they succeeded 
in repelling the boarders, and the Chevalier Lan- 
geron, seeing himself reduced to extremity, made 
a signal of distress, calling the whole of his force to 
his assistance. The galley which had been selected 
to co-operate with the Commodore, and the other 
four, leaving their intended prey to escape, soon 
encompassed the frigate, and succeeded in throw- 
ing large numbers on board her ; the resistance, 
however, was still maintained, until, at length, 
the British crew was constrained to surrender, 

c 
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although their officers still continued to hold the 
forecastle, from which they kept up a brisk fire ; 
but they also were at last reduced, and all were pri- 
soners, except the indomitable captain, who took 
refuge in his cabin, swearing that he would spill 
the last drop of his blood, and blow up the 
vessel, before he would see the inside of a French 
prison. The passage to the powder-room led 
through the cabin, and even the conquerors 
trembled before his expressed determination; 
but all this seeming resolution was artfully as- 
sumed, in order to gain time for the escape of 
the merchant fleet; for when Captain Jenny 
perceived from his cabin window that they were 
in safety, he began to listen to terms, and after 
some parley, stipulating to deliver- up his sword 
to the French Commodore only, — a stipulation 
which was indignantly refused, — he at last 
yielded it without ceremony. The French ac- 
count states that, when brought before their 
Commodore, "he could not help testifying his 
surprise at the inconsiderable figure which had 
made such a mighty uproar — he was hump- 
backed, pale-faced, and as much deformed in 
person as beautiful in mind/' Commodore Lan- 
geron complimented him on his bravery, and said 
he should have no reason to regret being made 
a prisoner, as his bondage would be merely 
nominal. The Commodore at the same time re- 
turned him his sword, adding, "Take, sir, a 
weapon no man better deserves to wear; forget 
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you are my prisoner, but remember I expect you 
for my friend." 

The narrative proceeds to state, that in the 
French officer's cabin Captain Jermy met a Cap- 
tain Smith, the English traitor mentioned before, 
and upon whose head a reward had been set. 
Unable to master his indignation, he was with 
difficulty, and only by force, restrained from 
attacking him. This Smith appears to have been 
a Captain Thomas Smith, who, adhering to the 
fallen fortunes of James II., had been deprived 
of his commission in the English navy, and was 
a volunteer on board the French ship. He was 
rewarded by the French court for his services in 
this action, by an appointment to command the 
captured Nightingale, but only to enjoy a short 
career, for in the following year he was taken by 
Admiral Haddock, and hanged for an attempt to 
destroy the town of Harwich. Fourteen months 
after, when Jermy was exchanged, the court- 
martial assembled to try him for the loss of his 
ship, found that the Nightingale was for "a 
considerable time engaged with a much superior 
force of the enemy, and did make so good a de- 
fence as thereby to give an opportunity to all 
the ships under her convoy to make their escape 
and he was immediately appointed by the Lord 
High Admiral to the command of the Swallow. 



c 2 
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DEATH OF SIR RICHARD GRENVILLE. 

The circumstances attending the close of the 
career of Sir Richard Grenville, Vice-Admiral of 
the Royal Navy in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
affords an instance of that chivalrous sense of 
honour, and contempt of foreign prowess, which, 
in many instances, induced our naval commanders 
to brave certain destruction rather than submit 
even to overwhelming odds of number. This hero 
was sprung from an ancient and gallant race, claim- 
ing their descent from the dukes of Normandy, 
and was grandfather of that Sir Beville Grenville 
whose courage and activity long sustained the 
cause of Charles I. in the West of England, and 
whose death at the battle of Lansdowne, in the 
moment of victory, was a heavy blow to the 
Royalist cause. Sir John Grenville, son of Sir 
Beville, and great-grandson of the Admiral, com- 
manded a regiment for the King at the age of 
fifteen, and at the Restoration was rewarded for 
his services by the earldom of Bath. It has been 
observed, that every noble family which could 
claim descent from the Grenvilles, has embodied 
its name or its titles with their honours. The 
family of Thynne has taken the title of Bath, that 
of Gower the Viscounty of Grenville, and Lord 
Shelburne, in adopting the title of Lansdowne, 
paid the like homage to his loyal ancestor. 

According to the old county historian, Prince, 
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Sir R. Grenville, the Vice-Admiral, performed the 
noblest sea action of the kind that "ever was made 
by men," and, making some little allowance for 
the reverend writer s predilections in favour of his 
own county, the reader will not be much disposed 
to dispute his assertion, for Sir Walter Raleigh's 
contemporaneous account, which is substantially 
that which I have adopted in giving the following 
narrative, bears out this high praise. 

In the month of August, 1591, while the Ad- 
miral, Lord Thomas Howard, was recruiting his 
squadron of six ships at Flores, one of the Azores, 
he received intelligence that a Spanish fleet, under 
Don Alphonzo Bazan, consisting of fifty-three large 
ships, and divided into two squadrons, was close 
upon him. Indeed, so nearly had the enemy, 
shrouded by the islands, approached him, that 
some of the English ships were obliged to slip 
their cables, not having time to weigh anchor. 
The Revenge, commanded by Sir R. Grenville, 
was the last that weighed, having delayed doing 
so, for the purpose of recovering some of her men 
who were on shore. Finding themselves unable 
to rejoin the Admiral, without the desperate al- 
ternative of forcing a way through the main body 
of the enemy's fleet, the master and others coun- 
selled Sir Richard to " cast about/' and, by trust- 
ing to the good sailing of the ship, endeavour 
thus to escape. Sir Richard, however, utterly 
refused to turn his back upon the enemy, alleging 
he would rather choose to die, than dishonour 
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himself his country, and her Majesty's ship ; he 
at the same time persuaded the ship's company 
that he could pass through the two hostile 
squadrons in despite, and enforce one to give 
way. The spirit of his men responded to the 
Admiral's hopes, and, boldly dashing forward, he 
attempted the manoeuvre. Successful upon divers, 
of the foremost of the enemy's ships, who, as 
mariners term it, sprung their luff, and fell under 
her lee, the Kevenge stood on almost unmo- 
lested, until she got near the great San Philip, a 
ship of 1500 tons, and mounting 80 guns on 
three decks, when she was quite becalmed under 
her huge bulk, and while thus entangled 
four other ships boarded her, two on each 
side, and the fight thus beginning at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, continued very terrible 
all the evening ; the huge San Philip, " misliking 
her first entertainment," soon sheered off, and 
some assert she foundered ; but, single-handed 
against such a host of enemies, this success of 
the Kevenge was but transient ; the Spaniards 
redoubled their efforts, and fresh ships, crowded 
with soldiers, made desperate attempts again and 
again to carry her by boarding, although re- 
peatedly repulsed with dreadful slaughter. The 
action had now lasted without intermission during 
the hours of daylight, and up to midnight, 
when Sir Richard, who had been hurt early in 
the action, received a fresh wound, and was carried 
down to be dressed ; while below, he was again 
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struck by a shot on the head, and the surgeon 
was killed by his side. But let us return to the 
fight : the Spanish ships, as they were beaten 
off, were successively replaced by others, so that 
the Revenge had never less than two mighty 
galleons at her side, and, ere the morning, from 
three o'clock p.m. of the previous day, fifteen 
several ships had assailed her and been repulsed. 
At break of day their desperate situation was 
apparent to all on board the doomed ship. None 
appeared in sight but enemies ; the ship's com- 
pany, which, at the beginning of the fight, num- 
bered but 100 free from illness (ninety being 
sick in the hold), were now reduced to sixty, and 
the majority of these had been wounded ; their 
powder was spent to the last barrel, their small 
arms were all broken or useless, their masts 
were beaten overboard, and their ship lay a 
hulk on the water. In this situation, Sir Richard 
proposed to the ship's company to trust to the 
mercy of God, and not to that of the Spaniards, 
and blow up their ship, so that thereby nothing 
might remain of glory or victory to the Spaniard, 
who, with 10,000 men, and fifty-three sail of 
men-of-war, had been unable in fifteen hours 
to take them. The master gunner and one party 
concurred in their Admiral's proposal, and others 
were disposed for a composition, and answered 
that the ship, having six feet water in her 
hold, could never be kept afloat, and remain a 
prize in the enemy's hands. 
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While the matter was still being disputed, the 
master of the Revenge went on board the Spar- 
nish Admiral, who, for fear of further loss, granted 
the lives of the ship's company, and promised 
that they should be sent to England ; and on 
these terms being communicated to the crew, all 
who had hitherto stood by the Admiral in his 
desperate resolution to blow up the ship, with 
the exception of the master gunner, drew back. 
That officer, thus prevented, would have slain him- 
self with his sword, but was by force withheld 
and locked up in his cabin, while the enemy took 
possession of their hard-earned prize. The Spa- 
nish Admiral sent an officer to his dying foe,' to in- 
quire if he would remove out of the Eevenge, who 
replied that "he might do with his body what he 
list, for he esteemed it not/' When he was carried 
out of his ship, Sir Richard swooned; but, reviv- 
ing again, desired the ship's company to pray for 
him. The Spaniards used him with great hu- 
manity, and left nothing unattempted that might 
tend to his recovery. He survived his removal a 
very few days, during which his last words were, 
"Here die I, Richard Grenville, with a joyful and 
quiet mind, for that I have ended my life as a 
true soldier ought to do, fighting for his queen, 
religion, and honour; my soul willingly departing 
from this body, leaving behind the lasting fame 
of having behaved as every valiant soldier is in 
his duty bound to do." The Spaniards lost in 
this sharp, though unequal action, four ships and 
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about 1000 men, two of their ships sinking by 
the side of the Eevenge, one in St. Michael's 
roads, and the other was run on shore to save 
her crew ; while Grenville's own ship perished 
soon after her capture, with 200 Spaniards on 
board her. 



CAPTAIN FAULKKOR AT FORT ROYAL. 

The reduction of the French West India Is- 
lands, at the commencement of the revolutionary 
war with France, brought into notice an officer 
whose career was as brilliant as it was unfor- 
tunately short. When the combined naval and 
military forces under Sir John Jervis and Sir 
George Grey had united for the attack on Mar- 
tinique, the Admiral and General, encouraged by 
the spirit shown in an impromptu attempt to 
cut out a frigate, the Bienvenu, lying in the 
Carenage, decided on an immediate attack on 
the strong works of Fort Eoyal, which com- 
manded the harbour, and which they hoped to 
carry by escalade. With this object the naval 
and military forces were embarked in the 
boats of the fleet ; it having been arranged that 
they were to advance to the attack under cover 
of the guns of the Asia, of 74 guns, and of the 
brig Zebra, commanded by Captain Faulknor. 
From some unexplained cause, the Asia either 
could not, or would not, approach near enough 
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the fort to render the desired service of distract- 
ing the enemy's attention and drawing off their 
fire from the troops. Under these circumstances, 
Captain Faulknor, seeing that it would be al- 
most impossible for the troops to effect their 
landing under such a fire as the fort, , if undis- 
turbed, could maintain against them, determined 
in his little brig to attempt the service which his 
more powerful colleague seemed desirous of avoid- 
ing, and to show the line-of-battle ship the way 
in. The gallant example thus set was not, how- 
ever, followed, and "the Zebra, whose puny 
broadside was of little avail against stone walls" 
(here we quote the official dispatch), " having been 
under a heavy fire of grape shot for a great 
length of time, which Captain Faulknor, his of- 
ficers, and ship's company, stood with a firmness 
not to be described, he determined to undertake 
the service alone ; and he executed it with match- 
less intrepidity and conduct, running the Zebra 
alongside the walls of the fort, there being deep 
water close to, and, leaping overboard at the head 
of his sloop's company, assailed and took this im- 
portant post ; the enemy, terrified at his audacity, 
striking their colours before the boats could get 
ashore, although they rowed with all the force 
and animation which characterize English seamen 
in the face of an enemy." Sir John Jervis goes 
on to say, "No language of mine can express 
the merit of Captain Faulknor upon this occasion, 
but every officer and man in the army and squa- 
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dron bears testimony to it. This incomparable 
action cannot fail of being recorded in the page 
of history. It was my duty to reward it at the 
moment, which I did, by purchasing the French 
frigate Bienvenu, captured that morning, and 
giving him the rank of post captain in her, and 
naming her the Undaunted." In the execution 
of this important service, four seamen were 
wounded, and one only, the pilot, killed. This 
man's death was attended with the following sin- 
gular circumstances. Captain Faulknor, having 
observed a visible confusion in this man's counte- 
nance when he gave him the orders to place the 
» sloop close under the walls of Fort Royal, said to 
one of his officers, " I think seems con- 
fused, as if he did not know what he was about ; 
was he ever in action before V " Many times, sir; 
he has been twenty-four years in the service/' 
Captain Faulknor, however, convinced that his 
suspicions were well founded, went up to the 
pilot, and asked some trifling question, when his 
agitation was such as to render him entirely in- 
capable of giving a collected answer. But he 
added, in a low tone of voice, and without raising 
his eyes to his captain's face — " I see your honour 
knows me. I am unfit to guide her. I don't 
know what is come over me. I dreamed 
last night I should be killed, and am so afraid, I 
don't know what I am about ; I never in all my 
life felt afraid before." Captain Faulknor, with 
that presence of mind that marked his character, 
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replied in a still lower tone, " The fete of this ex- 
pedition depends on the helm in your hands. Give 
it to me, and go and hide your head in whatever 
you fancy the safest part of the ship ; but fears 
are catching, and if I hear you tell yours to any- 
one of your messmates, your life shall answer for 
it to-morrow. " The poor fellow, panic-struck, 
went away, and, overcome with shame, sat down 
on the arm-chest, whilst Captain Faulknor seized 
the helm, and with his own hand laid the Zebra 
close to the walls of the fort ; but before he had 
got upon them at the head of his gallant followers, 
a cannon ball struck the arm-chest and knocked 
the pilot to atoms. We here subjoin a private * 
letter of Captain Faulknors to his mother, giving 
an account of the capture of the island. 

" HONOURED MADAM, 

" On the 20th of this month I was made Post 
Captain in the Undaunted, a French frigate of 
28 guns, captured in Fort Royal Harbour, the 
magazine and arsenal of all the French West 
India Islands : the whole island has surrendered 
to the British arms. The Zebra has been em- 
ployed during the whole siege, and I have moved 
alternately on land and on shore. At the storm- 
ing of Fort Royal, a circumstance so fortunate 
happened to myself that I cannot help relating 
it. I had a ship's cartouche-box, which is made 
of thick wood, buckled round my body, with 
pistol cartridges for the pistol I carried by my 
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side. As the Zebra came close to the fort, a 
grape shot struck, or rather grazed, my right-hand 
knuckle and shattered the cartouche in the centre 
of my body. Had it not miraculously been there, 
I must have been killed on the spot. Thanks 
to Almighty God for his kind preservation of me 
in the day of battle. 

" This important island being secured, the fleet 
and army will next proceed to St. Lucia, and 
then to Guadaloupe, where we expect to find but 
little resistance. The Admiral told me to-day I 
was immediately to go into the Rose, a removal 
which will be very pleasant to me, as she is an 
excellent English frigate, quite manned, and in 
good order. . . . Adieu, my dearest mother ; may 
this find you well and happy, prays your most 
affectionate and dutiful son, 

" Robert Faulknor." 

*" P. S. — The Admiral has appointed me to the 
Rose, paying me such compliments, that it is im- 
possible for me to relate them. The sword and 
colours of Fort Royal were delivered to me by 
the Governor of the fort, and I take the credit 
to myself that after the Zebra had stood a heavy 
fire, and when we had the power to retaliate, for 
we were mounted on the walls, I would not allow 
a man to be hurt on their being panic-struck and 
calling for mercy. It would take a volume to 
relate the events which have happened to me 
since I left England. The Zebra, when she came 
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out of action, was cheered by the Admiral's ship, 
and the Admiral himself publicly embraced me 
on the quarter-deck and directed the band to play, 
' See the Conquering Hero comes/ Such com- 
pliments are without example in the navy; I 
never could have deserved them." 

The island of Guadaloupe was subsequently 
taken, as Captain Faulknor had contemplated, 
without much resistance ; but again, this easy 
capture must be attributed to his daring ; 
for having taken the strong fort of Fleur d'Ep6e 
by a sudden assault, climbing the side of an al- 
most perpendicular mountain, all further resistance 
ceased, and the fate of the island was decided. In 
this assault Captain Faulknor had another narrow 
escape; for when the party under his command 
had mounted on the ramparts, they were so blown 
by the steepness of the ascent, and their strength 
so much exhausted, that the strongest amongst 
them was unmanned, and at the moment the alarm 
was given, Captain Faulknor was attacked by two 
soldiers, one of whom made a thrust at him with 
a bayonet, which went through the sleeve of his 
coat, without, however, wounding him, and the 
other made a blow at him, which he parried ; 
the Frenchman, eluding his thrust in return, im- 
mediately sprung upon him, clasped his arms 
round his neck, and, fixing his teeth in the breast 
of his shirt and wrenching the sword out of 
his hand, tripped him up and fell with great 
violence upon him, and Captain Faulknor's 
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life was only saved by two of his seamen, 
who flew to his relief at the moment that his 
antagonist's hand was raised to stab him. 

These escapes, however, gave but little addi- 
tional length to his short and brilliant career; 
on the 5th January, 1795, a very few months 
after he had earned his post rank and imperish- 
able fame on the walls of Fort Royal, Captain 
Faulknor, then in command of the Blanche frigate, 
fell, shot through the heart, in an action with the 
French frigate La Pique, which had come out on 
purpose to fight him, but remained a prize to her 
antagonist . Honours and speeches in Parliament 
were lavished on the dead hero, and a public 
monument in St. Paul's Cathedral marks the 
sense entertained of his extraordinary services by 
a grateful country, and will, it is hoped, serve 
as an incentive to similar deeds of daring should 
war again call forth the energy of the British 
character in the stern encounter of hostile arms. 



BENBOW'S LAST FIGHT. 

Nothing connected with the British navy 
would be complete without a notice of the old 
Admiral, whose name is as familiar in our mouths 
as household words, and upon which even that 
phlegmatic prince William the Third ventured a 
joke, when, in reply to objections that had been 
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urged against the employment of some Court 
favourite upon an expedition which it was sup- 
posed would be attended with great danger, he 
said, " Well, then, I suppose we must spare our 
beau, and send honest Benbow." 

Celebrated in story and in song, the beau 
ideal of the honest and rough and ready British 
sailor, although no monumental brass or marble 
records his deeds, and no proud column is reared 
to his memory, — tradition alone pointing to Dept- 
ford churchyard as his last resting-place, — still 
he has built for himself a lasting feme ; and 
Benbow's name lives in many a yarn, and will 
only be forgotten with that of Nelson and the 
deeds of the English navy. The particular 
incident in his eventful life that I propose to 
narrate is the sad conclusion of his career of 
glory, and this fairly fells within the catalogue of 
deeds of daring. In the autumn of the year 
1702, having received notice that the French 
Admiral Ducasse, with a squadron of five ships, 
was in the neighbourhood of Carthagena, Ben- 
bow sailed from the West Indies, in order to 
engage him, with his flag flying in the Breda, 
having under his orders seven ships, carrying 
from 70 to 48 guns. He succeeded in falling in 
with the enemy on the afternoon of the 19th 
August, and immediately made the signal to his 
ships to engage ; but the leading vessels of his 
squadron, either from disaffection or cowardice, 
held back, and were only partially engaged that 
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day. The following morning, the 20th, the 
Admiral determined to change his order of attack, 
and himself to lead into action, thinking that the 
other ships would not leave him to contend single- 
handed with the enemy; but the majority were 
either traitors or cowards, and Benbow, in the 
Breda, supported by the Ruby, of 54 guns, Cap- 
tain George Walton, and the Falmouth, 48 guns, 
Captain Samuel Vincent, had, during that day, the 
running fight all to themselves. On the 21st, the 
third day of the action, the Ruby was disabled, 
and ordered by the Admiral to proceed to Port 
Royal, while the Falmouth was so for astern as to 
be unable to get into action. Benbow, notwith- 
standing, still continued the chase, with the signal 
for close action flying night and day; and on the 
24th came up with the sternmost of the enemy's 
ships, and commenced an animated contest. Three 
times he boarded the French Admiral in person, 
receiving a severe wound in his face, and another 
in Ins arm, and at last his right leg was shat- 
tered to pieces by a chain shot ; he was carried 
below, but presently ordered his cot to be 
brought on deck, whence he continued for the 
whole day to give the necessary orders with the 
same resolution as before ; and, when one of his 
lieutenants expressed his sorrow for the loss of 
his leg, he replied, "I am sorry for it, too ; but 
I had rather have lost them both than have seen 
this dishonour brought upon the English nation ; 
but — do you hear? — if another shot- should take 
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me off, behave like brave men, and fight it out." 
At this stage of the action, the main body of the 
| French, seeing four of the English ships not only 

refraining from engaging, but almost running 
away, immediately bore down upon the Admiral, 
and ranging up between him and their now dis- 
abled consort, poured all their fire into the Breda* 
by which that ship's rigging was so shattered 
that she was obliged to lie by to repair it. 
When refitted, however, Benbow again gave 
orders to pursue the enemy, sending an order to 
the malcontent captains to keep their line and be- 
have like men. Upon this, Captain Kirby, who 
was one of them, came on board the flag ship and 
gave his opinion that the Admiral " had better 
desist, as the French were very strong, and that 
from what was past he might guess he could 
make nothing of it f the rest of the captains, 
when sent for, concurred in the opinion, and 
signed a joint paper to the same effect. This 
proceeding satisfied the Admiral that they would 
not fight, and, disheartened and wounded in mind 
as well as body, he at length gave way. At 
this time the English force consisted of six 
ships in good condition, with only eight men 
killed, exoept in Benbow's own ship, the Breda ; 
whereas the enemy had only five ships, and one 
of those disabled and in tow. The following 
letter from the French Admiral Ducasse to Ben- 
bow, shows his opinion of what might have been 
the result ; — 
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"SIB, 

" I had little hopes on Monday last but to 
have supped in your cabin; but it pleased God 
to order it otherwise, and I am thankful for it. 
As for those cowardly captains who deserted 
you, hang them up, for, by God, they deserve it, 

"Yours, 

u DUCASSE." 
Benbow, with his malcontent squadron, re- 
turned to Jamaica, which island he only reached to 
die of his wounds and broken-hearted; but in the 
sequel the French Admiral's advice was followed, 
justice executed, and BenboVs fate avenged, 
for, of the four traitorous captains, Kirby and 
another were executed immediately on arriving 
in England, one died before his trial, and the 
fourth was cashiered and sentenced to impri- 
sonment during the Queen's pleasure. Captain 
G. Walton, of the Ruby, who on this occasion 
acted the part of a brave man, is the author of 
the celebrated laconic dispatch announcing the de- 
struction of six Spanish men-of-war, besides fire- 
ships and bombs, in scarcely as many words : — - 

M Canterbury, off Syracuse, 

"16th August, 1718. 

" SIB, 

* We have taken and destroyed all the Spanish 
ships and vessels that were upon the coast ; the 
number as per margin. Yours, &c. 

"G. Walton." 

"To Sir G. Bras, 

** Commander-in-Chief.** 

D 2 
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CAPTURE OF A FORT BY A SAILOR, 1757. 

In the infancy of our vast Indian empire, and 
very shortly after the intelligence had reached 
Madras that Fort William had been taken by the 
native chiefs, an expedition was fitted out for the 
recovery of that important post (destined to be 
the future seat of our Indian government and the 
capital of the Bengal Presidency), and to revenge 
the cruel murder of our countrymen, whose suf- 
ferings and death in the black hole of Calcutta 
now form part of history. The naval portion of 
the forces employed on this occasion was under 
the orders of Admiral Watson, while Colonel Clive, 
then at the commencement of that brilliant career 
which restored the supremacy of the British arms, 
commanded the military. The proceedings of 
this armament, and the successful issue to which it 
was brought, are far beyond the scope of this 
work, but the capture of one of the forts on the 
Hooghly by a single seaman falls within its 
limits. The expedition, having sailed from Madras 
on the 6th of October, had, on the morning of 
the 29th December, arrived off a port called 
Busbudgia, upon which a heavy fire was im- 
mediately "opened by the shipping, Colonel Clive 
disembarking with the troops, and a detach- 
ment of seamen under Captain King, to attack 
it from the land side, while the navy were em- 
ployed in breaching the sea front. The enemy's 
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troops without the walls having been driven back 
after a trifling skirmish, and the fire from the 
fort having been silenced early in the forenoon, it 
was resolved to wait for the cool of evening to 
make an attempt to carry the works by storm. 
The troops and sailors were therefore called in, 
and placed close to the walls in positions sheltered 
from the hostile fire, and protected by an occa- 
sional shot from the ships, whenever the enemy 
were observed to endeavour to bring a gun to bear 
upon them. As the fort was extremely well si- 
tuated for defence, and had the advantage of a wet 
ditch round it, a stubborn defence was anticipated ; 
but while all was still apparently quiet on shore, 
and the forces supposed to be enjoying their 
mid-day repose, the Admiral, and those remaining 
on board the ships, were startled by a loud and 
general shout, and immediately after they received 
the agreeable information that the fort was in 
their hands. 

The circumstances attending this capture 
were as follows, and are given in the letter 
of an officer of the Kent, which was one of 
the ships forming the expedition : — " During 
the tranquil state of the camp, one Strahan, a 
common sailor, belonging to the Kent, having 
just received his allowance of grog, found his 
spirits too much elated to think of taking any 
rest ; he therefore strayed by himself towards 
the fort, and imperceptibly got under the walls. 
Being advanced thus far without any inter* 
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ruption, he took it into his head to scale the 
breach that had been made by the cannon of the 
ships, and having fortunately reached the bastion, 
he there discovered several Moors (the native 
troops are invariably thus described in the official 
dispatches) sitting upon the platform, at whom, 
nothing daunted, he flourished his cutlass, and 
then fired his pistol, and having given three loud 
huzzas, cried out, " The place is mine." The Moor- 
ish soldiers immediately attacked him, and he 
defended himself with incredible resolution, but 
in the encounter had the misfortune to have the 
blade of his cutlass cut in two, about a foot from 
the hilt ; this, however, did not happen until he 
was warmly supported by two or three other 
sailors who had accidentally straggled to the 
same part of the fort on which the other had 
mounted; they, hearing Strahan's cries, imme- 
diately scaled the breach likewise, and with their 
triumphant shouts roused the whole army, who, 
taking the alarm, presently fell on pell-mell, 
without order and without discipline, following 
the example of the sailors. Luckily, the enemy 
were equally ill-prepared for this sudden and ill- 
disciplined attempt, and fled from the fort upon 
the opposite side, as the attacking party poured 
in, leaving the works, with twenty cannons, and 
a large store of ammunition, in the hands of the 
English, whose only loss was that of a Captain 
Dougall Campbell, of the East Indian army, who 
was accidentally killed by a musket discharged 
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by one of his own party. On the following day, 
Strahan, the hero of this adventurous action, was 
brought before the Admiral, who, with assumed 
anger, inquired — " Strahan, what is this you 
have been doing?" The sailor made his bow, 
scratched his head, and replied — " Why, to be 
sure, sir, it was I who took the fort; but I hope, 
your honour, as how there was no harm in it/* 
This was almost irresistible; but the Admiral 
restrained himself sufficiently to expatiate on 
what might have been the fatal results of his 
irregular conduct, and dismissed him with hints 
at punishment at some other time for his temerity. 
Poor Strahan, astonished at the result of his inter- 
view, receiving blame where he expected praise, 
muttered to himself on leaving the cabin, " Well, 
if I am flogged for this here action, I will never 
take another fort by myself as long as I live." 

The novelty of the case, and the courageous 
spirit he displayed, however, pleaded strongly for 
the offender, and the Admiral made inquiries 
with the view of advancing him to a boatswain's 
warrant, but, unfortunately, the whole tenor of 
Stratum's life was so irregular, that it was found 
impossible to promote him to any higher rank. 



MONMOUTH AND FOUDBOYANT. 

This action, which, says Campbell, is " one of 
the most glorious in the naval history of Britain, 



Digitized by Google 



40 DEEDS OF NAVAL DARING. 



and must ever remain an incontestable proof of 
our naval superiority," is the more interesting as 
having been fought by an officer whose mind had 
been set on a contest a VoutraTice with the very 
ship which he thus engaged, in the hope of 
wiping out a stain upon his fair fame. Captain 
Arthur Gardiner, the officer to whom we allude, 
had been flag-captain to the unfortunate Admiral 
Byng, in his encounter with Gallifoniere, and 
never appears to have recovered the melancholy 
with which the ill success attending that day's 
manoeuvres affected his mind. Being a man of 
very nice feelings, he was impressed with the idea 
that he must in some degree participate in the 
censure and clamour which had been so generally 
raised against his unhappy chief. Only a few 
days before the action I am now about to narrate, 
when he was in company with Lord Robert 
Bertie and other persons, he told them, with 
great anguish of soul, that Lord Anson, First 
Lord of the Admiralty, had reflected on him, 
and said that he was one of the men who had 
brought disgrace upon the nation; that it touched 
him excessively, but it ran strongly in his mind 
that he should shortly have an opportunity to 
convince his Lordship how much he had the 
honour of the nation at heart, and that he was 
not culpable. This impression was destined to 
be fulfilled in an extraordinary manner, and thus 
it happened : not long after the conclusion of 
Byngs trial, Captain Gardiner was appointed 
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to the Monmouth, of 64 guns, and ordered to 
the Mediterranean, to join Admiral Osborne's 
squadron. While cruizing, in February, 1758, 
they fell in with a small French armament, under 
the Marquis du Quesne, bound from Toulon to 
Carthagena, which, immediately on discovering 
the British fleet, scattered in flight in opposite 
directions. In obedience to the signal for a 
general chase, it fell to the lot of the Monmouth 
to be ordered, with two others of the squadron, 
in pursuit of the flag ship, and it must have 
proved most grateful to Captain Gardiner s feel- 
ings, when he found that the Marquis's flag was 
flying on board the identical Foudroyant, in 
which Gallifonidre's flag had been hoisted at the 
time of his encounter with Byng. Captain Gar- 
diner, after his appointment to the Monmouth, 
had often been heard to declare that if ever he 
was fortunate enough to fall in with the Fou- 
droyant, he was determined to attack her, though 
he should perish in the attempt. He now saw 
the fulfilment of his wishes, and the zeal and 
energy that filled his breast seem to have been 
imparted to the ship's company; for although the 
Swiftsure, of 70 guns, and the Hampton Court, 
of 64 guns, both fast-sailing vessels, were dis- 
patched with him in the chase, the Monmouth 
was conspicuous for the celerity of her movements, 
and soon far outstripped her companions. During 
the excitement of the pursuit, Captain Gardiner 
addressed a land officer on board, saying, "What- 
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ever becomes of you and me, that ship, pointing 
to the enemy, must go into Gibraltar ;" and 
haranguing his people just before the action, he 
said, "That ship must be taken; she appears 
above our match, but Englishmen are not to 
mind that, nor will I quit her while this ship 
can swim, or I have a soul left alive on board.' 1 
With such a spirit he succeeded in bringing his 
enemy to action ; the other two ships being nearly 
out of sight at the time. At the very com- 
mencement of the fight, he was shot through the 
arm by a musket-ball; but the wound was not 
sufficient to prevent him from continuing his 
exertions. Having luckily succeeded in disabling 
the rigging of the Foudroyant, he seized the 
opportunity thus given him of placing himself on 
his antagonist's quarter, in which position he had 
maintained a very close action for upwards of 
two hours, when, while in the act of encouraging 
his people, and inquiring what damage had been 
sustained between decks, he was struck by a 
second ball in the forehead, which shortly ren- 
dered him insensible, although he lived until the 
next day. Immediately on receiving this wound, 
he sent for the first lieutenant, and made it his 
last request that he would not give up the ship, 
or quit the enemy. That officer pledged himself 
to his captain's wish, and returning to the deck, 
ordered the colours to be nailed to the mast, and, 
taking a pistol in each hand, swore that he would 
shoot any one who should attempt to strike them. 
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The Monmouth's mizen-mast soon after came by 
the board, on which the enemy gave three cheers; 
but the crew of the British ship returned the 
compliment in a few minutes, when the mizen- 
mast of the Foudroyant was also shot away. 
This disaster was soon followed by the Ml of 
her main-mast, and this giving fresh spirits to the 
English, their fire became so incessant and in- 
tolerable that the French sailors could no longer 
be kept to their guns. The action had been main- 
tained with great animation by the lieutenant (Mr. 
Carkett) for four hours after the captain's wound, 
when the French ship, which had been com- 
pletely disabled, surrendered on the Swiftsure's 
coming up about midnight. The Foudroyant 
mounted eighty guns, and had at the commence- 
ment of the action a chosen crew of 880 men. 
Her lower battery consisted of thirty French 
42-pounders ; on her upper deck she carried 
thirty-two 24-pounders, and on her quarter-deck 
eighteen 12-pounders. The Monmouth, on the 
other hand, carried only sixty-four 24-pounders, 
and had a complement of 470 men. The French 
ship was esteemed the finest at that time in their 
whole navy ; and the captain of a French 
privateer, taken a short time before by the Mon- 
mouth, had boasted that she was a ship capable 
of resisting any force by which she might be 
attacked.' " She would fight," he said, " to-day, 
to-morrow, and the next day, but could never 
be taken." Admiral Osborne appointed Mr. 
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Carkett to command the Foudroyant, as " a re* 
ward for his conduct, and an encouragement for 
future emulation/' 

The British loss was 27 killed and 79 
wounded ; that of the French, 190 killed and 
wounded ; and some idea may be formed of the 
warmth, and closeness of the firing, when we 
learn from official documents that more than 100 
shots had entered the hull of the Foudroyant, 
many of which had gone through both sides ; and 
that, with the exception of her fore-mast and 
bowsprit, both badly wounded, she had not a 
mast or spar left in any way serviceable. 



INSULTED HONOUR GAINS THE DAT. 

Influenced by motives of a similar character 
to those which had impelled Captain Gardiner 
to seek a mortal combat with the Foudroyant, 
Captain Clark Gayton, at the capture of Guade- 
loupe in 1759, exhibited a spirit of obstinate 
resolution, which, by great good fortune, conduced 
to the successful result of the attack, and saved 
his commanding officer from the dishonour of a 
repulse, while, at the same time, it proved 
that a reflection which the latter had allowed to 
escape upon Captain Gayton's courage was as 
unmerited as it was uncalled for. The citadel of 
Guadeloupe, possessing great natural advantages 
of situation, had been further strengthened by 
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'IVench engineers, so that when the British arma- 
ment appeared before it, and the defences had 
been thoroughly examined, a council of war 
assembled by the Commodore were almost una- 
nimous in their decision, that the works were 
impregnable to an attack from the seaboard. 
Commodore Moore, however, had formed a dif- 
ferent judgment, and, contrary to the expressed 
opinion of the majority, decided on an immediate 
assault. In the disposition of the ships for the 
attack, the task of reducing the citadel was 
allotted to Captain Gayton's ship, the St. George. 
This officer, who had formed one of the majority 
in the council, had, more than any of his brother 
officers, excited the Commodore's anger by his 
opposition — perhaps from the firmness with which 
he had maintained his opinion. Whatever may 
have been the case, Commodore Moore took the 
unusual — and, to an officer of spirit, insulting — 
step of sending Captain Gayton a written order to 
proceed on the service. Burning with indignation 
under an affront, which as a junior officer he could 
not openly resent, and which, from his whole pre- 
vious character and conduct in action, was entirely 
undeserved, Captain Gayton took the St. George 
to her appointed post under a fire which com- 
pletely enveloped her. The action had lasted with 
great fury for some hours, and all the British ships 
had suffered most severely without having pro- 
duced any apparent effect upon the citadel and 
forts, when Captain Moore began to be doubtful of 
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and his pride must have been humbled, * 
and his mortification great, when at length he 
was induced to give the signal to the St. George 
to desist and haul off. At this time that ship's 
fire was still maintained with great fury, and 
upon the nature of the signal being reported to 
Captain Gayton, he determined to take no notice 
of it. The Commodore now sent a boat with a 
verbal order to enforce his previous signal, but 
Captain Gayton, instead of obeying it, returned 
an answer by the officer who brought it, that he 
had taken up his present position in pursuance of 
written orders, and that he should be equally 
punctilious in requiring a written order before he 
should feel justified in retreating from his post. 
During the time occupied in going to and fro 
with these messages, the fire of the St. George 
was by no means relaxed, while that from the 
citadel began to grow feeble, and at length a 
lucky shell having blown up the magazine, 
it entirely ceased, before the written order was 
received. 

Captain Gayton's affronted honour thus proved 
the means of securing the Commodore's triumph, 
and negatived the opinion he had himself ex- 
pressed at the council of war. 

The damage sustained by the St. George was 
very considerable, and the quantity of powder 
she expended far exceeded that of any former 
ship on any previous service. 
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LIEUTENANT LYONS AT FORT MARRACK. 

In the summer of 1811, when the British 
forces were assembling for the meditated attack 
on Java, the commander of the naval forces in 
the Straits of Sunda, having satisfied himself 
that the harbour of Marrack was the only an- 
chorage to which certain French frigates, daily 
expected with reinforcements from Europe for the 
Dutch allies, could run for safety, had determined, 
by a night attack with the boats of the Minden 
and Leda, under Lieutenant E. Lyons*, to attempt 
to make himself master of a strong fort which 
stood on a promontory and defended the anchor- 
age, and thus deprive the French ships of their 
port . of refuge. Only a few hours, however, 
before the boats were to have pushed off on this 
service, intelligence was received that a large ad- 
dition had been made to the Dutch garrison, and 
the attempt was, therefore, abandoned as hope- 
less. On the 25th of July, a few days after, 
Lieutenant Lyons, who was to have commanded 
in this intended night attack, was detached with 
the Minden s launch and cutter, containing nine- 
teen prisoners, with orders to land them at Ba- 
tavia. Having executed these orders on the 
27th, and ascertained, in conversation with some 
of the intelligent residents, that the Dutch had 

* Now Admiral Sir Edmund Lyons, Bart., our Minister at Stock- 
holm. 
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had no intimation of the close propinquity of 
the British forces, and, indeed, were under no ex- 
pectations of an attack during that monsoon, 
lieutenant Lyons wrote to his captain that he 
was convinced that an attack on Fort Marrack 
would prove of great advantage to the main 
object of the expedition by causing a diversion, 
and that he intended making that attack with 
the boats crew under his command, at midnight, 
on the 29th, with every hope of a successful re- 
sult. Beturning, therefore, along the coast, lieu- 
tenant Lyons made every preparation during the 
day, and placed his boats at sunset behind a point 
which sheltered them from the view of the 
enemy's sentinels. At half-past twelve o'clock, 
the moon sinking in the horizon, they proceeded 
to the attack, but were challenged by the sentinels 
on opening the point, and at the same moment a 
volley of musketry from the enemy precluded 
all hopes of taking them by surprise. lieu- 
tenant Lyons, therefore, ran the boats aground in 
a heavy surf, under the embrasures of the Iowa* 
tier of guns, and placed the ladders against 
them, which were mounted, and the fort entered 
with the bravery inherent in British seamen, 
whilst a few men, stationed for the purpose, killed 
three of the enemy in the act of putting matches 
to the guns, the remainder flying from their posts. 
A few minutes had thus put them in possession of 
the lower battery, when the men were formed, 
and led on to storm the upper one. On reach- 
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ing the summit of the hill, they perceived the 
garrison drawn up to receive them, and the con- 
flict became for about ten minutes an extremely 
warm one; but the gallant tars adopted on 
shore a truly nautical manoeuvre, and, charging, 
broke the enemy's line. The moment the latter 
were in disorder they fled in all directions (Lieu- 
tenant Lyons calling out that he had 400 men, 
and would give no quarter), and left behind them 
two officers and fourteen privates killed, and 
twenty-seven wounded, a number exceeding by 
eight the total of the British force; fifty-four 
3 2 -pounders, principally brass, also remained 
in the hands of the assailants. The captors 
were not, however, allowed to remain in quiet 
possession, and at one o'clock a battery in the 
rear and two gun-boats opened their fire, which 
was returned from the fort with a few guns, 
and with such effect as to sink a schooner of 
ten guns, although the majority of the small 
party were necessarily employed in disabling 
the cannon and such parts of the battery as 
it was practicable to destroy. The fire from 
these inner works, upon which the enemy had 
retreated, was well directed, and as the whole of 
the Dutch troops in the barracks, only half a 
mile distant, were now under arms, the position 
of our adventurous party was extremely critical. 

The work of destruction was still proceeding, 
when the enemy, preceded by two field-pieces, 
advanced, in hopes of blowing open the postern 

E 
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gate, and retaking the fort. Anticipating their 
intentions, Lieutenant Lyons placed two 32- 
pounders, loaded up to the muzzles, near the 
entrance, leaving the gates invitingly open, so 
that when the head of the column arrived 
within about ten yards and perceived their ap- 
parent advantage, they rushed on with a cheer. 
At the same instant the guns were discharged 
with murderous effect, and completely dispersed 
the Dutch troops, who retreated pell-mell down 
the hill, while the gate was again closed, and 
the British left to complete their work of de- 
struction unmolested. By the dawn of day they 
had spiked the last gun, when Lieutenant Lyons 
judged it prudent to re-embark, but, on pro- 
ceeding to his boats, he had the mortification to 
find the launch bilged, and beaten up so high by 
the surf as to leave no prospect of getting her off. 
Here it may be asked, what would have become 
of the adventurers had the cutter been lost also? 
but Lieutenant Lyons, having a perfect knowledge 
of the place, had foreseen this event, and sent a 
boat to the Minden the previous day to announce 
his intended attack, and as the fort was ditched 
all round, and was only assailable by the gate- 
way on the land side, it could easily have been 
retained until that ship's arrival. As it was, 
having rendered the fort wholly incapable of pro- 
tecting the French ships expected from Europe, he 
thought it would be cruel to risk the lives of his 
wounded men (four in number), and all were 
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therefore embarked in the cutter, leaving the 
British flag, which had been hoisted under a 
heavy fire by a midshipman, C. H. Franks, flying 
on the fort. The sun was now rising, and the 
momentary gratification the enemy may have 
felt at their leaving the launch, must have 
vanished when they beheld one small boat bear- 
ing away their colours. The numbers of the 
contending parties was strangely disproportion- 
ate, the English amounting to only 35, includ- 
ing officers; while the Dutch garrison consisted 
of 180 soldiers and the crews of the gun- 
boats. When Lieutenant Lyons reached his ship, 
which was in the middle of the night, he 
proceeded to the captains cabin to report what 
he had done. Captain Hoare at first refused to 
believe him ; but when he was convinced by seeing 
the colours taken from the fort, which Lieutenant 
Lyons held in his hand, he jumped out of his cot 
and exclaimed, " I should as soon have thought 
of your having snuffed the moon, so impossible 
does it seem/' Lieutenant Lyons' gallantry was 
fully appreciated by all his brother officers, but, 
strange to say, Commodore Broughton, in his dis- 
patch, stated that he had acted contrary to orders ; 
thus putting it out of the power of the Admiralty 
to mark their approbation of his conduct by pro- 
motion ; nor, indeed, did he receive his well-earned 
rank until after an interview with the First Lord, 
Mr. Yorke, who was convinced of the Commo- 
dore's error by the private letters then produced, 

E 2 
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and said, " It is a brilliant exploit, Mr. Lyons, 
and it is painful to me that you should leave this 
room without your commander's commission. I 
see that Commodore Broughton was mistaken in 
saying ' contrary to orders,' for that was not the 
case, and there is a wide distinction between con- 
trary to orders and without orders, which was 
really the case ; but as the Commodore's letter has 
appeared in the Gazette, we really must delay 
your promotion a little, or every lieutenant sent 
in a launch for a load of water will steer for the 
nearest fort and attack it." 

Mr. Yorke was as good as his word, and an 
official minute, left on record, marks his conviction 
of Commodore Broughton's error, and his ex* 
pressed intention of advancing Lieutenant Lyons 
and Mr. W. Langton, his second in command, 
to a higher rank; and within three months these 
officers received their well-merited promotion. 



THE DEFENCE OF THE DIAMOND BOCK. 

A solitary islet, — indeed, little more than a bare 
rock among the West Indian Islands, — situated at 
the south end of Martinique, and about three 
quarters of a mile from the shores of that island, 
figured, about fifty years since, on the list of 
the Navy as his Majesty's ship Diamond Rock, and 
carried the pennant of Commander (the late Ad* 
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rniral*) James Wilkes Maurice. Commodore Hood, 
who at the time commanded a small squadron on 
those seas, thinking this rock would, if occupied, 
prove an eligible position from which to harass 
the enemy's coasting trade, while at the same time 
he might establish sick quarters on shore for his 
invalids, the difficulties of the apparently inacces- 
sible and iron-bound rock were soon surmounted 
by British energy; and some novel applications of 
mechanical skill, called forth by the necessities of 
the case, enabled the Commodore to land the 
requisite guns and stores, and to place the garrison, 
with provisions and water, on this hitherto 
untrodden islet. 

By means of a hawser, made fast by one end to 
the mainmast of the Centaur (the Commodore's 
ship), while the other end was secured to the rock, 
a perilous sort of flying bridge was formed, along 
which the guns and other stores were conveyed 
in cradles, and by which the officers and men 
occasionally effected a landing, though not with- 
out danger; indeed, on one occasion, Captain 
Vaughan, of her Majesty's ship Imogen, who had 
expressed a great desire to travel in this novel 
sort of coach, had a narrow escape of passing a 
considerable time in an awkward position sus- 
pended in mid air, It so chanced that, whilst 
making the passage, his wig by some accident, 
when about three parts of the way over, got 
into the sheaf of the block by which he was tra- 

* Only just deceased. 
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veiling, and had he not recovered it instanta- 
neously, it would have become jammed in the 
block, and the task of removing it and landing 
the captain would have proved a lengthened and 
difficult undertaking. A writer, who was on the 
spot, in describing these operations, says, " Were 
you to see how, along a dire, and I had almost 
said a perpendicular acclivity, the sailors are 
hanging in clusters, hauling up a 24-pounder 
by hawsers, you would wonder. They appear 
like mice hauling a little sausage ; scarcely can we 
hear the governor on top directing them with 
his trumpet, the Centaur lying close under it, like 
a cocoa-shell to which the hawsers are fixed/' 

The rock, thus made a dependency of the 
British Crown, is about 600 yards above the 
level of the sea, and not quite a mile in circum- 
ference ; it is perfectly inaccessible on three sides, 
and on the other, the west side, a landing can 
only be occasionally effected. . At the time of its 
occupation, even when the shore had been at- 
tained, the sailors of the garrison had to creep 
on hands and knees through crannies and along 
precipitous paths — in which a false movement 
would at any moment have endangered their lives 
— until they reached a grove of fig-trees under an 
overhanging grotto, in the shape of a horse-shoe, 
beneath which the governor of the island fixed 
his head-quarters, whilst the remainder of the 
garrison sought for shelter, and built their nests, 
like sea birds, in the numerous caverns "with 
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which the face of the rock abounded. In his 
small command, Governor Maurice had some 
difficulty in ensuring that scrupulous attention 
to habits of cleanliness which a very circum- 
scribed locality, and a numerous population, render 
necessary. Very stringent regulations were laid 
down, and, in order to enforce attention to them, 
any person, of whatever rank, transgressing them 
was the appointed scavenger of the rock, until 
he could discover a fresh delinquent. 

Once, a negro, upon whom these duties devolved 
most frequently, discovered Captain Crozier, 
the marine officer, transgressing the standing 
orders, and without ceremony placed the broom, 
the symbol of his occupation, in the Captain's 
hands. He in great wrath demanded of the black 
man what he meant, and was coolly informed 
that it was his duty to keep the rock clean, until 
he found another upon whom he could saddle 
that unpleasant duty. Such was the Diamond 
Bock, while it remained in our hands for nearly 
twelve months. At length, the French, who had 
now a preponderating naval force, harassed in 
their trade by the incessant activity of the gar- 
rison, whose observation allowed nothing to pass 
their guns, commenced a strict blockade with two 
ships of the line, a frigate^ brig, and schooner, 
and eleven gun-boats, with at least 1500 troops. 
The resistance was continued for nearly three 
weeks, during which the French accompanied 
their blockade by incessant attacks, and for the 
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last three days, indeed, the bombardmeDt was 
almost incessant. The hardship and fatigue en- 
dured by the garrison during this period were 
beyond description. During the last twenty hours, 
while labouring under a vertical sun, the men had 
Only a pint of water each, and had not a moment's 
rest day or night. On the last morning of the 
siege, when no water remained, six brave men 
volunteered to go down a most dangerous path, 
exposed to the enemy's fire, to a spring, which, 
owing to the dangers attending the access, had 
not been visited for some days, and which was 
known to ooze about a quart of water a day. 
They succeeded in their object, and returned 
unhurt, bringing their breaker full and a teakettle 
for their Commander s sole use, which, however, he 
declined to accept, detennined to share all the 
privations of his men. The relief thus obtained 
was but transient, and their ammunition and 
powder being all expended, while no hope of suc- 
cour could exist, the Commander and his brave 
garrison of 1 07 officers, men, and boys, at last sur- 
rendered on terms, having thus maintained their 
post to the last extremity. Their loss was two 
killed and one wounded ; while that of the enemy, 
who suffered dreadfiilly during the attack from 
the discharges of grape-shot poured down on 
their exposed decks, has been set down at 600 
men in killed and wounded. Commander Mau- 
rice's services were acknowledged by the Admi- 
ralty giving him an appointment to a ship imme* 



Digitized by Google 



NETUNO WITH A PIRATE, 



57 



diately on his arrival in England; and, whilst 
equipping her at Portsmouth, he had the highly- 
prized honour of receiving Nelsons encomiums on 
his conduct; that hero, lamenting that he had not 
arrived in the West Indies in time to succour him 
and raise the blockade, assured him at the same 
time that no one entertained a higher sense of 
his gallantry in defence of his post than he did. 

I shall soon return to Captain Maurice's ser- 
vices: having served an apprenticeship in the de- 
fence of the Diamond Rock, he shortly after earned 
fresh laurels in his repulse of the Danes from 
Anholt, the account of which will form a separate 
narrative. 



NETUNO WITH A PIRATE. 

. On the 6th of March, 1826, the Netuno and Es- 
peranza, two slavers, captured by her Majesty's ship 
Esk, were dispatched in company from the river 
Formosa to Sierra Leone for adjudication. The 
latter, being greatly superior in point of sailing, 
soon outstripped her companion, leaving the Ne- 
tuno, which we will accompany, to prosecute her 
voyage alone. In addition to ninety-two slaves, 
and four of her late Brazilian crew, who were on 
board the Netuno as prisoners, the prize crew, 
under Mr. R. R. Crawford (now Commander Craw- 
ford), consisted of Mr. Finch, master's assistant 
(a lad of sixteen years of age), five seamen, and 
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another lad named Olivine, about seventeen 
years old. 

For a fortnight after leaving Formosa nothing 
occurred to break the monotony of a tedious 
voyage, until, on the morning of the 20th March, 
they were favoured with a tolerable breeze, and 
every sail was set to speed them on their way. 
The prize crew and their commander took advan- 
tage of the steady breeze and the hours of day- 
light to obtain that rest which the smallness of 
their numbers precluded their taking during the 
night, when a sharper look-out was necessary, 
and all were asleep except the man at the helm, 
when the late Brazilian captain, who was one of 
the prisoners, roused Mr. Crawford, and acquainted 
him that a large square-rigged vessel was in pur- 
suit of them, , and fast approaching, with the wind 
in her favour. Leaving his sleeping berth, a sort 
of box on deck, Mr. Crawford soon made out that 
the stranger, which I will call a pirate, was 
about four miles off, and in full chase, with every 
inch of canvas set that she could carry, and, 
although far out of gun-shot, she was firing her 
chase guns. Various speculations were hazarded 
amongst the crew as to the character of their pur- 
suer, Mr. Crawford being at first under an im- 
pression that it was her Majesty's ship Eedwing; 
but the Brazilian, a very intelligent man, kept re- 
peating "Ladrone, Ladrone;" and in order to be 
prepared for the worst, the Netuno's two small 
6 -pounders were loaded, and the powder and shot 
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brought on deck. When the pirates first fired, the 
Netuno had hoisted on English red ensign, and 
maintained her course, crowding all sail; but as it 
was soon evident that her endeavours to escape 
by flight would be vain, Mr. Crawford, still under 
the impression that it might be the Redwing, 
and that her commander might be displeased at 
his leading him a long chase, shortened sail, and 
waited the stranger's approach ; the latter was 
soon within hail, and proved to be a brig with ten 
guns and two swivels mounted, and her decks 
crowded with men; but as she displayed no co- 
lours, while her dirty appearance, and the noise 
and confusion prevailing on board, — which was 
perceived from the Netuno's deck, — showed her 
discipline to be anything but that of a ship of 
war, Mr. Crawford again attempted to make 
sail on his course. On this the pirate fired 
a shot] between her masts, upon which Mr. 
Crawford exclaimed, " I will have a shot at her, 
if I die for it f and this he attempted, but 
the gun missing fire, the remonstrances of his 
small crew, who feared to provoke so powerful 
an antagonist, and the appearance of French 
colours, which the stranger now ran up, in- 
duced him to desist ; and the pirate coming 
within fifty yards, hailed, and asked what ship 
it was, ordering the commander to come on 
board with his papers. Mr. Crawford, having 
no boat, made that an excuse for declining a com- 
pliance with this order, and a boat with five 
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hands, with one exception all swarthy fellows, 
and by no means like the crew of a FrencK 
ship, commanded by an officer in an Havannah 
hat, and without a waistcoat, came alongside, 
and were preparing to spring on the Ne- 
tuno's low deck, when they were stopped, and 
desired at their peril to remain in the boat. 
After a considerable altercation, in which some 
words of Spanish had escaped from the officer, 
and Mr. Crawford had remarked, "That is 
damned rum French/' and all doubt as to their 
real character was put an end to, Mr. Craw- 
ford exclaimed, " They are a set of piratical 
Spaniards but the pirate officer, still trying 
to preserve his assumed character of a legiti- 
mate cruiser, again ordered him into his boat 
with the Netuno's papers. Mr. Crawford pre- 
tended compliance, and requesting him to wait 
a little, went to his cabin as if for the papers, 
telling the prize crew to be on the alert, and 
not to let the Spaniards get on deck. While 
in his cabin he fresh primed his pistols, and 
returned to the gangway, holding them behind 
his back, demanding to know whether the pirate 
was determined not to quit the Netuno without 
having him in the boat. 

The Spaniard, seeing the butt of the pistols, 
made f no reply ; but, springing up, caught at 
the rigging, and Mr. Crawford discharging the 
pistol while it was actually in contact with his 
breast, he fell back dead over the gunwale of 
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the boat. Another man now attempted to board, 
but Mr. Crawford, levelling the other pistol with 
both hands, took deliberate aim, and shot him 
through the breast, and he also fell dead into the 
boat. The remainder, one of whom was an 
Irishman, who had acted as interpreter, now 
begged for mercy, and were ordered to jump 
into the water and hold on by the sides of the 
boat. Meantime the pirate vessel, on observing 
the fray, had commenced a heavy fire while her 
boat was still alongside, and her first broadside 
did considerable damage. This was quickly re- 
turned by Mr. Crawford, who, assisted by only 
one man (Frost) and the boy Olivine, and even- 
tually by the Brazilian captain, who begged to 
be allowed to aid him, — the others of the prize 
crew having left the deck when the first pistol 
shot was fired, — now prepared to work and fight 
his ship* When the crew first deserted the deck, 
Mr. Crawford had upbraided them all as a set 
of cowards, upon which Frost called out, " Don't 
say all, sir, for I will stand by you as long as 
there is a button on your jacket and the boy, 
when he saw the two Spaniards fall, called out, 
" Well done, sir, kill them all;" and at the same 
time, suiting the action to the word, he struck at 
them with his cutlass. With such aid, the man 
Frost attending the helm and sails, Mr. Crawford 
and the boy loading and firing the gun, while the 
Brazilian brought ammunition, the action con- 
tinued for nearly two hours ; and, fortunately (ot 
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the defenders of the Netuno, the piratical vessel 
did not avail herself of her superior powers of 
sailing, but remained so close that the canister 
shot from the former penetrated her slight sides, 
and did great execution amongst her numerous 
crew, more than twenty having been killed, in 
addition to a large number wounded, while the 
pirate's guns were pointed so high that the shot 
passed over or through her antagonist's sails; 
but before the close of the action a shot passed 
through the Netuno's slave-hold, killing a woman 
and taking off a girl's arm, while a splinter 
wounded Mr. Crawford severely on the temple. 
At this critical moment, when they had only 
four or five cartridges left, Mr. Crawford was 
about to fire at a group of the pirates on the 
forecastle of their ship, but was checked by Frost 
calling out, " Your head is badly wounded, sir, 
pray let me have a crack at them," which he did 
with visible effect. This was the last discharge 
on either side. The Brazilian captain, who ap- 
peared to understand his piratical compatriots, 
called out, " They have had enough, they do not like 
your papers;" and the strange vessel now filled 
her sails and hauled off ; and from the fearful noise 
that proceeded from her, the crew appeared engaged 
in some deadly contention amongst themselves. 
For some time the defenders of the Netuno, 
astonished at their escape, could scarcely imagine 
they had done with their enemy, who remained 
near them for two hours longer, inactive, and ap- 
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parently panic-stricken ; but at length the breeze 
freshened, and the pirate was seen no more. The 
excitement of action had, while it lasted, sustained 
Mr. Crawford in his exertion, but directly that 
stimulus was withdrawn, the prostration of 
bodily strength was most complete, and he fell 
exhausted on deck, gasping for water, until re- 
stored by bumpers of wine administered by the 
Brazilian captain. His forehead was scalped and 
the bone broken, and his hand severely hurt ; but 
with this exception, and that of the two slave 
women already mentioned, none were injured. 

The antics of two Kroomen, natives of the 
Coast, who formed part of the Netuno's crew, 
were very ludicrous after the action, — looking 
upon Mr. Crawford, no doubt, as a sort of demi- 
god: no sooner were they assured of their safety 
than they came aft on the quarter-deck, and, 
squatting like apes close to Mr. Crawford, stared 
him intensely in the face, and commenced loud 
bursts of laughter ; then running forward on all 
fours, they returned again, repeating the same 
ridiculous gestures three or four times, nor did 
they desist until ordered to do so. On the ship's 
arrival at Sierra Leone, all sorts of honours were 
shown Mr. Crawford, both afloat and on shore ; 
and he had the gratification of receiving from 
the Admiralty, as soon as the intelligence arrived 
in England, his well-deserved promotion to the 
rank of lieutenant. 

We subjoin the evidence of the Brazilian cap- 
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tain given before the Mixed Commission Court,, 
in the exact words. 

" Q. Who shot the Spanish captain ? 

" A. It was Senor Crawford. 

"Q. Who shot the other man in the pirate's 
boat? 

" A. It was Senor Crawford. 

" Q. Who fired the gun ? 

"A. It was Senor Crawford. Me see no one 
fight much but Senor Crawford. I tell you me 
fear too much. Me poor man ; have wife and 
family in the Brazils, at Bahia; but English 
mariners fear more bad than me ; before this me 
hear English mariners brave past all men ; this 
time me no see it; one or two men not fear very 
much, but fear a little bit/' 

The Brazilian's allusion to the men who de- 
serted their officer in the hour of danger is 
expressed in very mild language, for such 
cowardice as they exhibited deserves every 
reprobation. 



DEATH OP CAPTAIN FARMER. 

At daybreak, on the 6th October, 1779, the 
12-pounder 3 2-gun frigate Quebec, Captain Far- 
mer, while on a cruise in company with the Rambler 
cutter, when about fifteen leagues from Ushant, 
discovered a large French frigate and cutter ; 



Digitized by Google 



DEATH OF CAPTAIN FARMER. 65 

these proved to be the Surveillante, of 40 guns, 
1 8-poimders, and a cutter of 16 guns. Cap- 
tain Farmer immediately made the Rambler's 
signal to come under his stern, and desired Lieu- 
tenant George, her commander, to keep close to 
him ; at nine o'clock the enemy's frigate opened her 
fire, although at too great a distance to do any exe- 
cution; but the Quebec, still edging down to come 
to a close engagement, did not hoist her colours, 
nor return the enemy's fire, until ten o'clock, 
when she was within point blank range. Mean- 
while the Rambler stood in between the French 
frigate and the cutter, with the intention of cutting 
the latter off from her consort, And bringing her 
to a close action ; in this object she succeeded, 
and the two cutters continued warmly engaged 
until nearly two o'clock, when the Frenchman, 
who had suffered very slightly in sails and rigging, 
crowded all sail, and bore away, leaving the 
Rambler incapable of pursuit, owing to the dis- 
abled state of her masts and rigging. During 
all this time the two frigates had remained close 
alongside each other, and continued furiously en- 
gaged, with their yards locked together, for three 
hours and a half, until they were both dismasted. 
The French ship first ceased firing, but the Que- 
bec was not in a state to take advantage of it ; 
for unfortunately, after the Ml of her masts, she 
had taken fire, from the explosion of her own 
guns, which had been fired through the sails, 
then lying over the side, and in despite of every 
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effort to extinguish the flames, she continued to 
burn with unremitting fury, till six in the even- 
ing, when she blew up, with her colours still 
flying; her brave commander, with those of her 
officers and crew who had survived the fight, 
perishing in her, as all her boats had been de- 
stroyed. During the action, almost all the of- 
ficers in the Quebec, and between seventy and 
eighty men, were either killed or wounded; 
the Captain, towards the close of the engage- 
ment, received a shot through the arm and 
hand, but merely binding his handkerchief 
round the shattered parts of the bone, he 
addressed his men in the following words: — 
" My lads, this is warm work, therefore keep 
your fire with double spirit; we will conquer or 
die." When the flames had communicated to 
the rigging, the Captain, the first lieutenant, and 
many of the crew, used every exertion for the 
preservation of the ship, but several of the men 
jumped into the sea, where they perished in sight 
of those who remained on board. While the fire 
was raging with fearful violence, the Captain was 
requested by the ship's company to attempt 
saving himself but his noble spirit made him re- 
fuse every solicitation, declaring that he would not 
quit the ship while there remained another man 
on board. He continued to issue his orders, but 
the number of his companions grew less and 
less, while inevitable destruction was fast ap- 
proaching those that remained, whom he earnestly 
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entreated to jump into the sea and attempt to 
reach the Rambler. Mr. William Moore, one of 
the mates of the Quebec, who stood by the 
Captain to the last moment, when he could no 
longer bear the heat of the flames, offered to 
take his disabled commander upon his back, and, 
trusting to his powers of swimming, thus convey 
him to the cutter ; but Captain Fanner still re- 
fused to leave his ship, and was last seen seated on 
the fluke of the sheet anchor, waiting with heroic 
fortitude the dreadful explosion which at last 
numbered him with the dead. Of those who 
had thrown themselves into the sea, but few 
escaped. Mr. Moore, the officer above-mentioned, 
and sixteen others, were picked up by the 
Rambler; a Russian vessel that passed saved 
thirteen more; while the lives of Mr. Roberts, first 
lieutenant, the second lieutenant of Marines, the 
surgeon, and thirty-six of the crew, were pre- 
served by their late antagonists. Some idea 
of the effect produced in official quarters, when 
this gallant action and self-sacrifice became 
known, may be formed on reading the memo- 
rial presented to the King in Council by the 
Lords of the Admiralty, who, while they recom- 
mend the widow and children for large pensions, 
"farther take leave most humbly to represent 
to your Majesty, that some lasting mark of your 
royal favour conferred upon the eldest son of this 
brave man, now a youth of seventeen years of 
age, would excite an emulation in other officers 
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to distinguish themselves in the same manner, 
and render Captain Farmer's fate rather to be 
envied than pitied, as it would give them reason 
to hope, that if they should lose their lives with 
the same degree of stubborn gallantry, it would 
appear to posterity that their services had met 
with the approbation of their Sovereign." The 
mark of royal favour thus solicited was granted, for 
on reference to the Gazettes of that date we find 
that the honour of a baronetage was conferred 
on the eldest son of the late commander of the 
Quebec. Mr. Roberts, the first lieutenant, was 
also promoted ; and Mr. William Moore, above 
mentioned, whose devotion and gallantry dis- 
played towards his captain is specially mentioned 
in the same memorial to the Council, was pro- 
moted to the rank of lieutenant, although he had 
not served the time prescribed by the regulations 
of the service. 

It happened, by a curious coincidence, that, on 
the day after the above was written, I was at- 
tracted by a painting in a shop window, repre- 
senting two dismasted vessels, English and 
French, each with their colours flying from the 
stumps of their masts. The vessel with the 
English colours was in flames fore and aft, and 
a conspicuous figure was standing on the anchor. 
On inquiring of the proprietor if he was aware of 
the subject, the answer was in the negative, and 
that he only knew it was a famous ship action 
that was fought about the time that papier mach6 
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had been introduced, in 1 780, and that it had been 
painted for the purposes of their trade. Per- 
chance, in country parts, tea-trays still preserve 
the record of Captain Farmer s heroism. 



DEFENCE OF ANHOLT. 

The services of Rear Admiral Maurice, then 
a commander, are noticed in the account of 
the defence of the Diamond Rock, and the 
same officer now appears as captain on a 
similar arena, which, by his brilliant defeat of 
a Danish flotilla and army, he has made for 
ever famous. The island of Anholt, of which 
Captain Maurice had been appointed gover- 
nor in July, 1810, is a small island in the 
Cattegat, and situated within a short distance 
of the main land; and, though entirely value- 
less in itself, was found very useful as a depdt, 
and point of communication with the Continent 
during the operation of Buonaparte's rigorous 
edicts against British commerce. The Danes, 
irritated by the presence of an enemy upon 
their own soil, and prompted by the desire 
of recovering its possession, began their pre- 
parations for the attack, shortly after its occu- 
pation, in the summer of 1810; but so long 
as the navigation remained open to British 
cruisers, they were unable to make the at- 
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tempt. When spring, however, came, hoping 
to anticipate the return of the English ships to 
their cruising ground, the Danish flotilla, taking 
advantage of the first melting of the ice, pushed 
across the bay, and, on the morning of the 27th 
March, effected their landing unseen and unop- 
posed, in the midst of darkness #nd heavy fog, 
to the number of nearly 4000 men, according to 
Captain Maurice's estimate, although other calcu- 
lations have reduced that number by one-half 
"the landing had been scarcely effected, when 
the out-pickets on the south side of the island 
made the signal for the enemy being in sight. 
The garrison was immediately put under arms, 
and Captain Maurice lost not a moment in pro- 
ceeding with the brigade of howitzers, and 200 
infantry, accompanied by Captain Robert Tor- 
rens, R. M. (who had hitherto acted as major 
commandant to the battalion), in order to op- 
pose their landing. On ascending an elevation for 
the purpose of reconnoitring, these officers disco- 
vered that the landing had already been effected 
under the cover of darkness and fog ; and also, that 
the enemy were advancing rapidly, and in great 
numbers. On both wings the enemy now far 
outflanked them, and Captain Maurice saw that, 
if they continued to advance, the Danes would 
get between them and their works. He instantly 
ordered a retreat, which was effected in good 
order and without loss, although the enemy 
were within pistol-shot of their rear, and seemed 
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determined to enter their works by storm ; 
but Fort Yorke and the Massareene battery 
opened such a well-directed fire of grape and 
musketry, that the assailants were obliged to 
fall back and shelter themselves behind the 
sand-hills. As the day lightened, the English 
garrison perceived that the enemy 's flotilla, con- 
sisting of eighteen gun-boats, had taken up a 
position on the south side of the island, at 
point blank range, upon which Captain Mau- 
rice ordered the signal to be made to the 
Tartar and the Sheldrake*, then on the other 
side of the island, that the enemy had landed, 
and these vessels immediately weighed, and, 
under a heavy press of sail, used every en- 
deavour to beat up to the south side ; but the 
extent of the shoals threw them out so many 
miles, that it was some hours before their in- 
tention could be accomplished. The enemy's 
gun-boats meantime opened a very heavy fire on 
the British works, while a column of about 
600 men, crossing the island to the westward, 
took up a position on the northern shore* 
covered by hillocks of sand, breaks, and ine- 
qualities in the ground. Another column made 
many attempts to carry the Massareene battery 
by storm, but were as often repulsed and com- 
pelled to cover themselves in a similar manner 
under the sand-hills, which on this island are 
thrown up by every gale. The attacking column 

* These ships had only jufit arrived from Yarmouth Roads. 
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on the south side had now succeeded in bring- 
ing up a field-piece against the works, and at 
this critical period Captain William Holtaway, 
R. M., who commanded at the advanced post, 
and who had been cut off by the enemy's ad- 
vance, joined the main body by water. The 
governor had been under great apprehensions 
that this officer had Mien into the hands of 
the enemy; but he, finding, after several gal- 
lant attempts, that he was unable to reach 
head-quarters by land, with the coolest judg- 
ment, launched a boat, and landed his party 
under Fort Yorke, amidst the acclamations of 
the garrison, and immediately afterwards lieu- 
tenant Henry Loraine Baker, R. N., who (with 
Lieutenant Richard Turnbull, of the Marines, 
and some brave volunteers) had, in the An- 
holt schooner, gone on the daring enterprise 
of destroying the enemy's flotilla in his own 
ports, bore down along the north side of the 
island. 

Things were in this position when the column 
bn the northern side, covered by the sand- 
hills, approached within fifty paces of the lines, 
and made another desperate effort to carry the 
Massareene battery by storm. The column to 
the south-east also pushed on, and the reserve ap- 
peared on the hills ready to support them ; but 
while the Danish commanding officer was leading 
on his men with great gallantry, a musket-ball 
put a period to his life. Panic-struck at the 
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loss of their chief, the enemy again fell back, 
and sheltered themselves behind the sand-hills, 
and at the same moment Lieutenant Baker, with 
great skill and gallantry, anchored his vessel on 
their flank, and opened a well-directed fire. 
Finding that the sand-hills were no longer a 
protection, and that they were hemmed in be- 
tween two fires, while it was impossible either 
to advance or retreat, the assailants held out a 
flag of truce, and offered to surrender upon 
terms ; but Captain Maurice would listen to 
nothing less than an unconditional submission, 
and tins corps laid down their arms and surren- 
dered themselves prisoners of war. 

The body of Danes who had attacked Fort 
Torke having also meanwhile submitted, the 
prisoners, now more numerous than the small 
garrison, were no sooner secured than opera- 
tions were commenced against the reserve, which 
had been seen retreating to the westward of the 
island. The governor took the field with Cap- 
tain Torrens (who, though wounded, insisted on 
accompanying him) ; but, as their prisoners were 
so numerous, and they had no place of security 
in which to place them, Captain Maurice could 
only employ on this occasion the brigade of 
howitzers, under Lieutenants Richard C. Steele 
and John Besant, of the Royal Marine Artillery, 
(the former subaltern acting as adjutant,) and part 
of the light company commanded by Lieutenant 
TurnbulL When they arrived at the west end 
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of the island, they found that the enemy had 
formed on the beach, and were protected by 
fourteen gun-boats towed close to the shore. To 
attack such a force with four howitzers and 
forty men, seemed a useless sacrifice of brave 
men's lives, and Captain Maurice, therefore, 
with the advice of Captain Torrens, halted on 
the hills, from which he reluctantly saw the re- 
serve embark under cover of the gun-boats, and 
the flotilla take a final leave of the island. 
The British loss was not so considerable as might 
have been expected from so desperate an attack; 
they having two killed and thirty wounded. The 
enemy suffered severely. Between thirty and forty 
of their dead were buried, and twenty-three 
wounded received into the hospital, most of 
whom underwent amputations. A great number 
were carried off the field in their boats. Major Mel- 
Steat, the Commandant, an officer of great distinc- 
tion, fell in the 'field ; Captain Borgan, the next 
in command, was wounded in the arm } Captain 
Prutz, Adjutant General to the Commander of 
the Forces in Jutland, lost both his legs, and, 
with three others, subsequently died. Thus, after 
a close combat of four hours and a half, the 
enemy received a most complete and decisive 
defeat, and fled back to their ports, with the loss 
of three pieces of cannon and upwards of 500 
prisoners, a number greater by 150 men than 
the English garrison. 

This gallant and successful defence was the 
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theme of universal praise : Captain Maurice 
received the highest approbation of the Ad- 
miralty, and Lieutenant Baker was promoted, as 
well as the officers of Marines who were en- 
gaged- 

The Danish official narrative is very straight- 
forward, and does not attempt to account for the 
repulse they experienced in any way but that 
most gratifying to the gallant garrison — viz., 
the dreadful fire which the English maintained, 
which rendered it impossible for their troops to 
advance. Besides three of their commanding 
officers, several others fell on the field of honour. 

The English garrison consisted of 350 marines. 
One of these men had fired five times ineffec- 
tually at the Danish commandant, who advanced 
within pistol-shot, encouraging his troops ; at the 
sixth discharge he brought him down, and, ex- 
claiming, " Take that pinch of snuff, old fellow I" 
he immediately began to reload his piece with 
all the coolness imaginable. 



A MIDSHIPMAN'S PRESENCE OP MIND. 

In the year 1810, when a squadron of light 
frigates and sloops was blockading Corfu, the 
Kingfisher sloop, Commander Ewel Tritton, was 
stationed off the island of Fano, at the entrance 
of the north channel of Corfu. At daybreak one 
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morning (after a strong north-west wind had 
been blowing throughout the night), a fleet of 
Trabaocolas, which had left Brindisi the even- 
ing before, was descried making for the chan- 
nel, and chase immediately given. The jolly-boat, 
manned by a young midshipman, a corporal of 
Marines, and four boys, with a musket and a 
few cartridges, was lowered down in passing, to 
take possession of the nearest vessel, which had 
lowered her mainsail, while the Kingfisher, under 
a crowd of sail, pursued the remainder in shore. 
The youngster, on nearing the stranger, saw only 
a woman on deck, and she was making signs, with 
her finger up, to preserve silence. He imme- 
diately boarded, and found, on looking down the 
main hatchway, that the hold was fall of troops. 
To secure the hatch was but the operation of a 
moment, and lowering the foresail, he placed a 
hand at the helm to keep the vessel in the trough 
of the sea, increasing thereby the motion, and the 
seasickness evidently prevailing among the troops 
below; in this situation he kept them till about 
three o'clock in the afternoon, when his ship re- 
turned, having been unsuccessful in capturing 
either of the others, when he was hailed by his 
captain, and asked what the vessel was laden with. 
"Troops, troops/' was his reply. "Why, boy, 
what do you mean — soldiers ?" "Yes, sir/' "How 
many?" "I have not ventured to count them." 

Hie cutter was soon on board, and search made, 
when upwards of a hundred officers and men, 
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belonging to the 14th Regiment of the line, in- 
tended as a reinforcement to the garrison of 
Corfu, with part of a surgeon's staff, were dis- 
covered to be the cargo; the prisoners, all sturdy 
young men, were soon removed to the Kingfisher, 
and, after a fortnight's passage, during which the 
sloop's small crew of 7 5 officers and men were kept 
constantly under arms, they were safely landed at 
Malta. The most remarkable occurrence in this 
affair was, that the lady on deck was the wife of 
the surgeon, and had accidentally met the middy 
some months before, while he was at Prevesa in 
a prize, to which place she had accompanied her 
husband and some French officers, from the gar- 
rison of St. Maura, on a shooting excursion, when 
an acquaintance and exchange of civilities, not 
uncommon in those war days, had taken place. 
She stated she knew him directly in the boat. 



ACTION OP THE BUCKINGHAM WITH FLORISSANT 
AND FRIGATES. 

Captain Tyrrell, of her Majesty's ship Bucking- 
ham, of 65 guns, having been detached from the 
Leeward Island squadron in November, 1758, for 
a cruise, and joining company with the Weazle 
sloop, commanded by Captain Boles, between the 
islands of Montserrat and Guadeloupe, soon after- 
wards discovered a fleet of nineteen sail, under 
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convoy of a French 74-gun ship and two large 
frigates. Confident in a tried ship's company, and 
unmindful of the vast odds opposed to him, Cap- 
tain Tyrrell immediately gave chase with all the 
sail he could carry, while the little Weazle, which 
was nearer the enemy, running close to the huge 
74, received a whole broadside from her, which, 
luckily, caused her but little damage. Captain 
Tyrrell, nevertheless, not choosing that she should 
be exposed to the chance of a better-directed 
broadside, ordered her commander to keep aloo£ 
as she could not be supposed capable of bearing 
the shock of such heavy metal, and he himself 
prepared for the engagement. The words of his 
own dispatch to the commander-in-chief, detailing 
the action, will be found fall of spirit, and the more 
amusing from the homely character of some of 
the metaphors employed by the gallant captain. 
Having stated, as above, that he had ordered the 
Weazle not to approach their adversaries, " the 
smallest of which was vastly superior to him in 
force/' he proceeds to say, — "While I made all the 
sail I could, they (the enemy) were jogging under 
their foresails and topsails, and when we came up 
within half gun-shot, they made a running fight, 
firing their stern chase. The frigates sometimes 
raking fore and aft, annoyed me very much, but 
also so retarded their own way that I got up 
with my bowsprit almost over the Florissant's (74) 
stern. Finding I could not bring the enemy to 
a general action, I gave the Buckingham a yaw 
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under her lee, and threw into her a noble dose of 
great guns and small arms, at about the distance 
of half musket-shot, which she soon after returned, 
and damaged my rigging, masts, and sails con- 
siderably. The largest frigate being very trouble- 
some, I gave him a few of my lower-deck pills, 
and sent him scouting like a lusty fellow, so that 
he never returned into action again. The Floris- 
sant likewise bore away, by which means he got 
under my lee and exchanged three or four broad- 
sides (endeavouring still to keep at a distance 
from me), which killed and wounded some of my 
men. I presume, however, we did him as much 
damage, as our men were very cool, took good 
aim, were under good discipline, and fought with 
a true English spirit. An unlucky broadside 
from the French made some slaughter on my 
quarter-deck ; at the same time I myself was 
wounded, losing three fingers of my right hand, 
and receiving a small wound over my right eye, 
which by effusion of blood blinded me for a little 
while. I also had several contusions from splin- 
ters, but recovering immediately, I would not go 
off* the deck till the loss of blood began to weaken 
me. The master and lieutenant of Marines were 
dangerously wounded at the same time. I called 
to my people to stand by and do their duty, 
which they promised, with the greatest cheerful- 
ness. I just ran down and got the blood stopped, 
but returned upon deck again, till, finding the 
straining made my wounds bleed afresh, I sent 
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for the first lieutenant and told him to take the 
command of the deck for a time. He answered 
me that he would, and run alongside the Floris- 
sant yard-arm and yard-arm, and fight to the 
last gasp; upon which I made a speech to the 
men, importuning them to do their utmost, which 
they cheerfully promised, and gave three cheers. 
I went down the second time much more easy 
than before. Poor Mr. Marshall, the first lieute- 
nant, was as good as his word — he got board and 
board with the Florissant, and received a broad- 
side from her which killed him, as he was encou- 
raging the men; thus he died an honour to his 
country and the service. The second lieutenant 
then came upon deck and fought the ship bravely, 
yard-arm and yard-arm. We silenced the Floris- 
sant for some time, and she hauled down her 
colours ; but after that fired about eleven of her 
lower tier, and gave us a volley of small arms, 
which our people returned with great fury, giving 
her three broadsides, she not returning even a 
single gun. Captain Troy, at the same time, at 
the head of his Marines, performed the service of 
a brave and gallant officer, clearing the Floris- 
sant's poop and quarter-deck, and driving her 
men like sheep down their main-deck. Our top- 
men were not idle; they plied their hand-grenades 
and swivels to excellent purpose. It is impos- 
sible to describe the uproar and confusion the 
French were in. It being now dark, and we 
having all the rigging in the ship shot away, the 



Digitized by Google 



BUCKINGHAM WITH FLORISSANT. 81 

enemy, aware of our condition, took the opportu- 
nity, set her foresail and topgallant sails, and 
ran away ; we endeavoured to pursue her with 
what rags of sails we had left, but to no purpose. 
Thus we lost one of the finest two-decked ships 
my eyes ever beheld. I cannot bestow enco- 
miums too great on the people and officers' beha- 
viour, and I hope you will strenuously Tecommend 
the latter to the Lords of the Admiralty, as they 
richly deserve their favour. Notwithstanding 
the great fatigue the ship's company had expe- 
rienced during the day, they cheerfully continued 
up all night, knotting and splicing the rigging, 
and tending the sails. I flatter myself, when you 
.reflect that one of the ships of your squadron, 
with no more than 65 guns (as you know, some 
of them were disabled last January, and not sup- 
plied), and 472 well men at quarters, should beat 
three French men-of-war, one of 74 guns and 700 
men, and another of 38 guns and 350 men, and 
one of 28 guns and 250 men, you will not think 
we have been deficient in our duty. If we had 
had the good luck to join the Bristol, it would 
have crowned all. , Before I conclude, I cannot 
help representing to you the inhuman, ungene- 
rous, and barbarous behaviour of the French 
during the action ; no rascally picaroon or pirate 
could have fired worse stuff into us than they 
m did, such as square bits of iron, old rusty nails, 
and in short everything that could tend to 
I ,the destruction of men, a specimen of which, 

Q 

I 
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please God, I shall produce to you cm my ar- 
rival." 

The loss of the Buckingham in thid action did 
not exceed 7 killed and 31 wounded ; whereas, 
according to Smollett, — we know not on what au- 
thority, — the number of slain on board the Floris- 
sant did not fell short of 180, and that of her 
wounded is said to have exceeded 300. She was 
so disabled in her hull that she could hardly be 
kept afloat until she reached Martinique, where she 
was repaired; and the largest of the two frigates, 
together with the loss of forty men, reoeived such 
damage as to be for some time quite unserviceable. 

A monument in Westminster Abbey, upon 
which the particulars of the above action are in- 
scribed, records the gallantry of Admiral Tyrrell ; 
but his body was, at his own desire, thrown into 
the sea; his death having occurred on the element 
which had been the scene of his feme. 



CAPTAIN MORDAUNTS DEFENCE OP THE 
RESOLUTION. 

On the 19th April, 1706, the Resolution, of 
70 guns, commanded by Captain Mordaunt, with 
the Milford frigate in company, fell in with six 
large French ships of war. The celebrated Earl, 
of Peterborough, the father of Captain Mordaunt, 
was at this time on board the Resolution, on 
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his parage to Genoa, together with the Spanish 
Envoy to the court of the Duke of Savoy. 
The Eesolution having been much shattered a few 
days before in a heavy gale of wind, and being at 
no time a fast sailer, the enemy's ships gained fast 
upon her, and, in order to avoid capture, it was 
deemed advisable to put the Envoy and the Duke 
on board the Milford, with instructions to make 
their escape into Ongelia, the nearest friendly port. 
Being now relieved of his fears for the safety of 
his illustrious passengers, Captain Mordaunt, 
notwithstanding the great disparity of force, de* 
termined on defending his ship, and maintained 
the unequal contest for some time, and then, to 
prevent her falling into the enemy's hands, 
by the advice of his officers, he ran her aground, 
under the guns of a Genoese fort. From this, 
however, the ship received no manner of pro- 
tection, and the Captain, having been severely 
wounded in the thigh, was carried, most unwill- 
ingly, on shore. The defence had now been 
protracted from before noon until five o'clock 
P.M., and the French Commodore sent in all the 
boats of his squadron, under the cover of a 
70-gun ship, to board the Resolution ; but the 
officers and crew, fired with their captain's 
ardour, repulsed the enemy, and obliged them 
to retire to their ships. The state of the Eng- 
lish ship was, however, hopeless. Her enemies 
preserved their position during the night, and 
next morning a French 80 -gun ship brought 

G 2 
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up dose under the Resolution's stern, with a 
spring upon her cable, and opened a heavy raking 
fire upon her, to which none could be returned. 
The officers, now finding that there was no pro* 
spect of saving the ship, the water being up to 
the gun-deck, resolved, with their captain's con* 
sent, to set her on fire. This was accordingly 
done, and the well-defended Resolution was soon 
consumed, her surviving officers and crew reach- 
ing the shore in safety. 

The Earl of Peterborough above mentioned 
was the peer of that name who commanded 
the English forces sent to Spain in support of 
the Archduke Charles, and must have been on 
board the Resolution at this time in the exe- 
cution of matters connected with that service. 
JEe had himself, as Lord Mordaunt, been engaged 
.in the naval service, and had signalized his 
courage against the Moors, at Tangier; and we 
.can well imagine that his spirit could have ill 
brooked leaving his son in the moment of danger. 
In that curious book, "The Diary of Henry 
Teonge," chaplain of his Majesty's ships Assist- 
ance, Bristol, and Royal Oak, will be found a no- 
tice of this nobleman, which shows that, in addi- 
tion to his prowess on the field and the ocean, he 
wished to try his powers as a member of the 
church militant ; the following is the chaplain^ 
narrative: — 

" The Lord Mordaunt, taking occasion by my 
not being very well, would have preach't, and 
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ask't the captaine's leave last night, and to that 
intent sate up till four in the morning to com- 
pose his speech, and intended to have Mr.: 
Norwood to sing the psalme. All this I myself 
heard in agitation, and, resolving to prevent him, 
I got up in the morning before I should have, 
done had I had respect to my owne health, and 
cam into the greate cabin, where I found the 
zealous Lord with our captaine, whom I did so 
handle in a smart and short discourse, that he 
went out of the cabin in greate wrathe. In the 
afternoone, he set one of the carpenter's crewe to 
woorke about his cabin, and I being acquainted 
with it, did by my captaine's order discharge the 
woorkeman, and he left woorking ; at which the 
reverent Lord was so vexed that he . borrowed 
a hammer and busyed himselfe all that day in 
naylmg up his hangings ; but being done on the. 
sabbaoth day, and also when there was no necest* 
sity, I hope the woorke will not be long-lived. 
From that day he loved neyther me nor the 
captaine." 



SIR SIDNEY SMITH IN BREST HARBOUR. 

Sir Sidney Smith, celebrated for his defence of 
St* Jean d'Acre, was one of those whose cha 
racter appears to coincide with the estimate and 
opinion of Lord Howard of Effingham, viz., that 
a portion of madness was a necessary ingredient 
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in the character of a genuine English seaman* 
There is no officer of modern times whose life 
presents more examples of courage (in many in- 
stances verging on temerity) ; and it may be safely 
asserted, that no officer in his career of victory 
received more rebukes from head-quarters for 
squandering away the lives of his men in useless 
enterprises, where the object, even if attained, was 
by no means commensurate with the loss sus- 
tained, or the risks incurred. The following 
case does not, however, fidl within this category; 
for although the temerity or daring that was 
exhibited was very great, yet it was unattended 
with loss, and does honour to the memory of the 
" Christian Knight," who on Acre's walls 

" The blood-red flag of England reared,** 

from the Christian feeling which resisted the 
temptation to the wanton effusion of blood, even 
though it was that of an enemy. I cannot 
do better than give the narrative in his own 
words : — 

cc " Diamond, at Sea, January 4, 1796. 

" In pursuance of your orders, I this morning 
looked into the port of Brest, in his Majesty's ship 
Diamond, under my command, in order to verify 
the intelligence of the enemy's fleet being at sea. 

I went round the west point of Ushant yes- 
terday, and the wind being easterly, I was 
obliged to work to windward between the shoals 
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off Point St. Matthew, and the rocks to the 
southward, in order to come near enough to look 
into the road. We observed a large ship under 
French colours working in ahead; she took no. 
notice of us, probably supposing that we were of 
her own nation, from our making so free with 
the coast. I hoisted French colours, having 
previously disguised the figure of the ship, in 
order to favour such a deception. The tide of 
ebb coming strong out of the harbour, the 
enemy's ship anchored, and I. accordingly at 
sunset anchored astern of her. I was in hopes, 
when the flood made again, that she would 
have weighed and proceeded up the passage, so 
that we might have done the same without ap- 
proaching her so near as to risk the frustration 
of our object ; but she continued to lie fast, 
and I was obliged to relinquish the going 
close enough to the harbour to make my obser- 
vations, or to alarm the coast by attacking her, 
or else to pass her silently, and thereby to leave 
her in the channel of my retreat. I considered 
the occasion of my being detached from the 
squadron as an object of sufficient national im- 
portance to justify all risks, and accordingly 
weighed, and passed her sufficiently near to ob- 
serve by the light of the moon that she was a 
line-of-battle ship. As we proceeded we saw 
two other ships at anchor, one of which was evi- 
dently a frigate. Not being satisfied that I should 
be able to discern the anchorage plainly, when 
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the day broke, from my present position, I was 
obliged to go between these ships and the Tou- 
linquet rocks, observing the precaution, in passing, 
to give all orders in a low tone of voice, that the 
enemy might not hear us speak English ; they 
took no notice of us, and by daylight in the 
morning of this day I had obtained a position 
from whence I could discern the anchorage of 
Crest sufficiently distinct to ascertain that there 
were no men-of-war in the road, which is the 
usual anchorage. 

"N.B. The Basin is not discoverable from with- 
out the fort. 

" I observed the wreck of a large ship on 
Mingan Island. It now became necessary to 
make the best of my way out of the passage; 
I accordingly altered my course for that pur- 
pose,, taking a direction to repass the line-of- 
battle ship.. A corvette, which was steering in a 
parallel direction to us, was the first to take 
alarm at this change of movement. She brought 
to, making signals, which communicated the 
alarm to the other two ships, and both hoisted 
their topsail-yards immediately, and began get- 
ting under sail; my situation was now extremely 
critical. I saw, by the course the line-of-battle 
ship had taken, her intention to cut me off in 
my passage between her and the rocks, so that 
I could not effectuate it. There seemed no alter- 
native, but to remove their alarm, by a conduct 
that should bespeak ourselves unconcerned. I 
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accordingly steered down directly within hail of 
this ship, which lay in my way between Basse 
Beusec and the Trepieds. I could by this time 
see she was a disabled ship, pumping from leaks, 
with jury top-masts, and that some of her upper- 
deck ports were without guns; and to ayoid 
being questioned in any way that might em- 
barrass me to answer, I began the conversation 
in French with the captain, who was in the 
stern gallery. I accounting for my change of 
course by saying I observed his disabled state, and 
oame down to him to know if I could render 
him any assistance ; he answered, thanking me for 
the offer, but saying he had men enough, which 
indeed I could plainly perceive, as they were 
crowded on the gunwale and quarter looking at 
our ship. 

" I could not but form hopes, from the dis- 
abled state of this ship, that I should be able to 
preserve my present position under her stern, so 
as to rake her repeatedly; and thus beginning 
an action with such advantages as would be suf- 
ficient to ensure us a favourable issue to the con- 
test. My guns were, of course, ready pointed ; 
but I reflected that it was useless to fire, since 
I could not hope to secure the ship, and carry 
her off from the two others; and the execution 
of the service I was sent upon would be ren- 
dered totally abortive by the unfavourable issue 
of so unequal a contest as fighting the three 
together ; the utmost, then, we could do, would 
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be to give her a most destructive raking fire, 
and sail away. This my men were both ready 
and eager for ; but I overruled the proposition, 
considering the carnage must have been shocking 
from the effects of our guns, double loaded, en- 
filading a crowded ship within half a pistol-shot, 
and conceiving it unmanly and treacherous to 
make such a havoc, while speaking in friendly 
terms, and offering our assistance. I trusted, 
•therefore, that my country, though it might be 
benefited in a trifling degree by it, would gladly 
relinquish an advantage to be purchased at the 
expense of humanity and the national character; 
and I hope for these reasons I shall stand jus- 
tified in not having made use of the accidental 
advantage in my power for the moment. We 
parted, after much conversation, with mutual 
compliments ; the French captain telling me his 
ship's name was Le Caton, and I, in answer to 
his query, named my ship as one of the Norway 
squadron, which it was not likely he would 
know by sight. The other ships, observing we 
were spoken to by the Caton, discontinued the 
pursuit, and we passed them unmolested. 

"Iain, Sir, 

" W. Sidney Smith. 

" To Sir John Warren, Bart, C.B." 

Sir Sidney was anticipated in this adventure 
by a bold sea captain, whose name is still pre* 
served on our Navy List, with honour undimi- 
nished, if not increased, by the present represen- 
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tative, the Admiral of the Fleet, Sir G. Cock- 
bum. Captain Cockburn, in the Hunter sloop, 
a little craft, with only forty men and a few 
swivel guns, was, in. the year 1756, stationed off 
Brest, and on one occasion, after having been 
loitering about the mouth of the harbour all 
day, he took advantage of nightfall, and went 
boldly into the harbour in a little boat, with 
only five men, and, after rowing all round the 
men-of-war, and taking a particular account of 
the number and force, in order not to return 
«mpty-handed, he cut the cables of a French 
barque, boarded her, and carried her away from 
the midst of them. She was laden with wine, 
and proved a most acceptable prize to the fleet 
cruising off Ushant, by whom due honour was 
done to the health of the daring captain in many 
a bumper. 



CAPTURE OF THE CERBERE. 

Captain Jeremiah Coghlan, more familiarly 
known in the service as Jerry Coghlan, first in- 
troduced himself to feme and the naval service 
on the occasion of the wreck of the Dutton, 
East Indiaman, at Plymouth, in 1796, when, by 
his almost superhuman exertions, in a boat manned 
by volunteers, it is supposed that not less than 
fifty men were rescued from a watery grave 
before a single boat from any man-of-war dared 
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venture to his assistance. It was on this occa- 
sion that ' Sir K Pellew, afterwards Lord Ex- 
mouth, was so struck by his decision and gal- 
lantry, that he offered Mr. Coghlan, who had 
been then three years in the merchant service, 
to place him in the navy, and secure his advance- 
ment in it. Fired with ambition, our herb 
consented, and was entered on board the Inde- 
fatigable as midshipman, and then in the Impe- 
tueux, from which ship he soon earned his advance - 
ment to the command of the Viper cutter, as a 
reward for several acts of conspicuous gallantry ; 
and in her he performed a most brilliant ex- 
ploit, which is so well described in the following 
official dispatch from Sir E. Pellew to Lord St. 
Vincent : — 

" MY LORD, 

" I have true pleasure in stating to your lord- 
ship the good conduct of Lieutenant J. Coghlan, 
to whom, for former gallant behaviour, you had 
given an acting commission to command the 
Viper cutter. This gallant young man, while 
watching Port Louis, thought he could succeed 
in boarding some of the cutters or gun-vessels 
which have been moving about the entrance of 
that harbour, and for this purpose he entreated a 
ten-oared cutter from me, with twelve volunteers. 
On Tuesday, the 1 9th (July), he took the boat; 
with Mr. Silas H. Paddon, midshipman, and six 
of his own men, making, with himself, twenty; 
and, accompanied by his own boat and one from 
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the Amethyst, he determined on boarding a gun- 
brig mounting three long 24-pounders and four 
6-pounders, full of men, moored, with springs on 
her cable, in a naval port of difficult access, 
within pistol-shot of three batteries, surrounded 
by several armed craft, and not a mile from a 
74, bearing an admiral's flag, and two frigates. 
Undismayed by such formidable appearances, the 
early discovery of his approach (for they were at 
quarters), and the lost aid of the other two 
boats, he bravely determined to attack alone and 
boarded her on the quarter ; but, unhappily, in 
-the dark, jumping into a trawl-net hung up to 
dry, he was pierced through by a pike, several of 
his men hurt, and all knocked back into the 
boat. Unchecked in ardour, they hauled the 
boat further ahead and again boarded, and main- 
iained, against eighty-seven men, sixteen of whom 
were soldiers, an obstinate conflict, killing six 
and wounding twenty, among whom were every 
officer belonging to her. His own loss was one 
killed and eight wounded, himself in two places, 
Mr. Paddon in six. I feel particularly happy in 
the expected safety of all the wounded. He 
"Speaks in the highest terms of Mr. Paddon, and of 
the whole party, many of whom were knocked 
overboard, and twice beat back into the boat, but 
returned to the charge with unabated courage. 
I trust I shall stand excused to your Lordship for 
so minute a description, produced by my ad- 
miration of that courage which, hand to hand, 
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gave victory to our fyrave fellows over four times 
their number, and of that skill which formed, 
conducted, and effected so daring an enter* 
prise. 

(Signed) " E. Pellew " 

This is a high and valuable testimony from 
him who afterwards formed, conducted, and 
effected the equally daring enterprise of the 
bombardment of Algiers, and well supported by 
the more veteran hero of St. Valentine's Day 
— Lord St. Vincent^ — who, in transmitting to the 
Admiralty the above letter, thus expresses him- 
self:— 

" I did not think the enterprise of Sir K 
Hamilton*, or of Captain Campbell f, could have 
been rivalled, until I read the enclosed letter 
from Sir E. Pellew, relating the desperate ser- 
vice performed by acting Lieutenant Coghlan, of 
the Viper cutter, on the 20 th July, which has 
filled me with pride and admiration; and al- 
though the circumstance of his not having com- 
pleted his time in his Majesty's navy operates 
at present against his receiving the reward he 
was most ambitious of obtaining, I am per- 
suaded the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
will do all in their power to console him under 
his severe wounds, and grant him promotion 
the moment he is capable of receiving it." 

* In cutting out Hermione. 

t For the capture of the Desiree. 
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Lord St. Vincent's trust in the Admiralty 
was more than repaid, for the Board did not 
wait until Mr. Coghlan was qualified by the 
regulations for his promotion, but obtained a 
special order from the King in Council, which 
enabled them to grant him his commission be- 
fore he had served his time, and (xmfirm him td 
ihe command of the Viper. This gallant officer 
distinguished himself on many subsequent oc- 
casions, and is well remembered in the navy 
for his sang froid and speeches, to which the 
circumstances under which they were uttered gave 
additional force. For instance, at the commence- 
ment of an action between Le Renard, under 
his command, and the privateer General Arneu£ 
which aided in the destruction of the latter, the 
French captain, confident in his superior force, 
hailed Le Renard and ordered her to strike ; upon 
hearing which, Captain Coghlan took the trumpet 
and coolly replied, " Ay, 1 11 strike, and d— d 
hard too, my lad, directly/' And again, on an- 
other occasion, when the national brig La Dili- 
gente hauled down her colours without offering 
any resistance, although' of at least equal force to 
Le Renard, the captain, on ascertaining the size 
of Le Renard, asked permission to return to his 
ship and fight it out, a request which, of course, 
Captain Coghlan refused. The Frenchman then 
solicited a certificate that he had not acted 
cowardly. Captain Coghlan replied, " No, I 
cannot do that, but I will give you one that 
shall specify you acted prudently" 
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BOATS OP SCORPION AND BEAVER WITH 
AT A L ANTE. 

The following private letter from Commander 
Hardinge to his father, gives an animated ac- 
count of a cutting-out expedition on the coast 
of Holland. In all respects, this was an exploit 
worthy of British seamen, and the officer who so 
judiciously planned and gallantly executed the 
enterprise met with his reward from the Admi- 
ralty, who gave him immediate promotion. 
Captain Hardinge did not long survive this 
action; he fell in the arms of victory, after an 
action renewed for three successive days, when 
the San Fiorenzo, under his command, captured 
the Piedmontaise, a large French frigate, which 
had long been the terror of the Indian seas. 
The letter alluded to is as follows : — 

" H.M.S. Scorpion, April, 1804. 
"MY EVER-DEAREST FRIEND, 

" I am on my way to the Nore, after six days 
of severe but unrepented fatigue, and have sixty 
Dutch prisoners on board. We are accompanied 
by the Atalante, a Dutch war-brig of 1 6 guns, 
prize to us, I was ordered on the 28th to 
reconnoitre at Vlie, and perceived a couple of the 
enemy's brigs at anchor in the roads. Despairing 
to reach them with my ship, on account of the 
shoals that surrounded the entrance, I determined 
upon a dash in one of the boats, if a good opporr 
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tunity could be made or found. It came unso- 
licited: March the 31st, preparing to embark, 
ire accidentally were joined by the Beaver sloop, 
who offered us her boats to act in concert with 
ours. We accepted the reinforcement, under an 
impression that it would spare lives on both 
sides, and would shorten the contest. At half- 
past nine in the evening we began the enterprise 
in three boats from 1 Scorpio/ and in two from 
the Beaver. Captain Pelly, a very intelligent 
and spirited officer, did me the honour to serve 
under me as a volunteer in one of his boats. We 
had nearly sixty men, including officers, headed 
by your humble servant in the foremost boat. 
As we rowed with tide-flood, we arrived along- 
side the enemy at half-past eleven. I had the 
good fortune, or, as by some it would be con- 
sidered, the honour, to be the first man who 
boarded her. She was prepared for us, with 
boarding nettings up, and with all the customary 
implements of defence; but the noise, and the 
alarm, &c., so intimidated her crew, that many 
of them ran below in a panic, leaving to us the 
painful duty of combating those whom we most 
respected. The decks were- slippery, in conse- 
quence of rain, so that, grappling with my first 
opponent, a mate of the watch, I fell, but reco- 
vered my position, fought him upon equal terms, : 
and killed him. I then engaged the captain, as 
brave a man as any service ever boasted; he had 
almost killed one of my seamen ; to my shame. 

H 
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be it spoken, he disarmed me, and was on the 
point of killing me, when a seaman of mine came 
up, rescued me at the peril of his own life, and 
enabled me to recover my sword. At this time 
all the men were come from the boats, and were 
in possession of the deck : two were going to fall 
upon the captain at once; I ran up, held them 
back, and then adjured him to accept quarter. 

" With inflexible heroism he disdained the 
gift, kept us at bay, and compelled us to kill 
him : he fell covered with honourable wounds. 

"The vessel was ours, and we secured the 
hatches, which, headed by a lieutenant who had 
received a desperate wound, they attempted re- 
peatedly to force. Thus far we had been fortunate; 
but we had another enemy to fight, it was the ele- 
ment. A sudden gale, in which the wind shifted 
against us, impeded all the efforts we could make. 
But as we had made the capture, we determined 
at all events to sustain it or to perish. We made 
the Dutch below surrender, put forty of them 
into their own irons, stationed our men to their 
guns, brought the powder up, and made all the 
necessary arrangements to attack the other brig. 
But as the day broke, and without abatement of 
the wind, she was off at such a distance, and 
in such a position, that we had no chance to 
reach her. 

" In this extremity of peril we remained eight- 
and-forty hours. Two of the boats had broken 
adrift from us, two had swamped alongside. The 
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wind shifted again, and we made a push to ex- 
tricate ourselves, but found the navigation so 
difficult that it required the intense labour of 
three days to accomplish it. We carried the 
point at last, and were commended by the Ad- 
miral for our perseverance. You will see in the 
Gazette my letter to him. I aimed at modesty, 
and am a little afraid that in the pursuit of this 
object I may have left material facts a little too 
indefinite, if not obscure. The Atalante's cap- 
tain, and four others, were killed, eleven are 
wounded, and so dreadfully that our surgeon 
thinks that every one of them will die. To the 
end of my existence I shall regret the Captain: 
he was a perfect hero ; and if his crew had 
been like him, critical indeed would have been 
our peril The Atalante is much larger than 
my vessel, and she mounted sixteen long 12- 
pounders; we have not a single brig that is 
equal to that calibre. Her intended comple- 
ment was 200 men, but she had only 76 on 
board. I expect your joy by return of the 
post. 

"P.S. In two days after the Captain's death 
he was buried with all the naval honours in my 
power to bestow upon him. During the ceremony 
of his interment the English colours disappeared, 
and the Dutch were hoisted in their place. All 
the Dutch officers were liberated, one of them pro- 
nounced an floge on the hero they had lost, and 
we fired three volleys over him as he descended 

H 2 
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into the deep. — Ever affectionately and grate- 
fully yours, 

"George N. Hardinge." 



SIX TO ONE. 

During the operations on the coast of Syria in 
1840, an Irish gentleman performed a feat which 
excited the admiration of all who beheld it, and 
caused many a laugh at its singularity, the hero 
having performed the thoroughly Irish task of &wr- 
rounding and capturing six foemen in his own 
proper person. It chanced, after the capture of 
Sidon, while the Cyclops steam-frigate was lying 
at anchor off the ruined city of Tyre, where 
she had the previous day or two been engaged in 
the stern and unromantic occupation of shelling 
an Egyptian force, which she had succeeded 
in dispersing and driving inland, our here, who 
was a volunteer on board, asked and obtained 
permission to land and examine the beautiful 
ruins which studded that romantic coast. Before 
pushing off from the frigate he armed himself, 
by the advice of his friends, with an unwieldy 
ship pistol ; a precaution, however, which almost 
seemed unnecessary, as all the enemy were sup- 
posed to have retreated. Landed on the beach, 
he strolled from point to point, those on board 
from time to time observing his movements, and 
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some of them envying the happy idler, who, 
unsuspicious of danger, wandered through the 
mazes of ruin. At length, jumping over a low 
wall, our hero found himself to his great amaze- 
ment, in the midst of six soldiers, who, on the 
retreat of their comrades from under the fire of 
the Cyclops' guns, had there ensconced them- 
selves, and remained concealed from view. The 
Egyptians were no doubt equally surprised at 
the sudden appearance of one of their enemies, 
and probably supposed that he was supported by 
others. Be that, however, as it may, the Irish- 
man did not allow them time to recover from 
their astonishment before he presented his pistol 
at the centre of the group, whose loaded muskets 
were lying by their sides. Threatening instant 
death to the first that moved, he then advanced, 
still holding his pistol pointed at them; and, 
taking possession of their muskets, he quietly 
shook out the priming from the pans, one after 
another, and made assurance doubly sure by 
spitting into the touch-holes. So far safe, he 
thought he would parade before his comrades the 
captives of his bow and spear, or rather his 
ship's pistol, and thereon, making them Ml into 
line, with muskets shouldered, and placing him- 
self in the rear, he enfiladed them with his trusty 
weapon, and in this guise was seen from the 
ship, conducting his prisoners to the beach. One 
managed to escape, but the remaining five were 
secured and taken on board by a boat, which 
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had been hastily manned and sent to the gal- 
lant captor's assistance as soon as his position 
had been perceived by those on board. Thus it 
was that one Irishman surrounded and took six 
Egyptians. 



BOATS OF THE TRENT AT LA GUIRA. 

The mutiny of the Hermione, and the subse- 
quent delivery of that vessel by the mutineers 
into the hands of their national enemy, the 
Spaniards, seems to have inspired all British 
hearts with a desire to wipe out the stain on the 
national honour, and at the same time to punish 
the Dons for having countenanced that bloody 
and inhuman massacre, by affording protection 
to its perpetrators. In addition to the successful 
attempt of the ship's company of the Surprise, 
under their gallant Captain, Sir E. Hamilton, 
a somewhat similar though unsuccessful attempt 
was made by the boats of the Trent, commanded 
by Lieutenant (afterwards Sir Thomas) Ussher, 
to cut out from La Guira a frigate, which the 
information he had received led Captain Otway 
to believe was the much-desired Hermione. This 
officer, after a long and anxious search to discover 
the place of the Hermione's retreat, having thus, 
as he supposed, attained his object, determined to 
make an attempt to restore her to the British 
Navy. For this purpose the barge and cutter 
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of the Trent, manned by volunteers, of whom the 
Captain himself was one, left that ship on the 
afternoon of the 7th J uly, 1799, and at midnight, 
after a fatiguing row of eleven hours, reached the 
harbour of La Guira. Falling in with a fishing 
vessel, they took a pilot out of her, and both 
boats entered the ' harbour with muffled oars. 
They pulled in every direction, anxiously looking 
out for the object of their search, and, notwith- 
standing the perfect calm that prevailed, re- 
mained undiscovered until they had clearly ascer- 
tained, with feelings of the bitterest disappoint- 
ment, that the Hermione was not there; she bad, 
in fact, sailed a few days previously for Port 
Cabello, where she was subsequently captured by 
the boats of the Surprise. Returning mortified 
and disheartened, the boats perceived in the inner 
harbour a low ship, which the pilot said was a 
corvette recently arrived from Spain; and in order 
that their night's labour might not be entirely 
fruitless, and that they should not return empty- 
handed, it was determined, after a very brief con- 
sultation, to make a dash at a foe of whose 
strength they were comparatively ignorant. 
Both boats were ordered to board on the lar- 
board side — the cutter at the bows, and the barge 
at the gangway; but the men were directed not 
to use firearms, in order to avoid giving the 
alarm to the shore. The Spaniards on board 
were aroused before the boats came alongside, and, 
rushing on deck, defended themselves with great 
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resolution; but the cold steel of the British sea- 
men, who soon swarmed upon their decks, pre- 
vailed in the hand-to-hand encounter, and the 
vessel was carried in a style that left no doubt 
as to what would have been the result had they 
met with the Hermione. 

But in the meantime, notwithstanding all 
their precautions, the alarm had been communi- 
<jated to the shore. The drums beat to arms, 
the batteries were lighted up, and before the 
cable could be cut and the vessel taken in 
tow, nearly 100 guns opened their fire upon 
her. The obscurity of the night, and the 
denseness of the smoke, which, owing to the 
perfect calm thai prevailing, hung motionless 
over the water and the ship, prevented the 
Spaniards from taking good aim, and by 
break of day the corvette was for beyond the 
reach of shot from the batteries ; she was not, 
however, destined to remain a prize to her cap- 
tors. As the sun arose and dispelled the haze, 
the exhausted crew in vain looked for their own 
ship, the Trent ; while in full pursuit a most for- 
midable flotilla of gun-boats was seen advancing. 
A contest with such a force by worn-out men 
would have been madness, and yet it was impos- 
sible to leave their hard-earned prize without 
striking a blow for her. In this emergency, the 
course pursued was dictated by humanity, as well 
as by a resolution not to suffer the recapture of 
the prize. The British crews, with the exception of 
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double sentinels over the hatchway, were ordered 
bock into their boats. Two 1 2 -pounder guns, 
treble-shotted, were pointed down the main 
hatchway, and thus prepared, Mr. Ussher awaited 
the arrival of the flotilla, still hoping the breeze 
might spring up, and enable them to escape from 
their pursuing foes, and carry off the captured 
ship. Fortune did not, however, favour them so 
far, and when at length the gun-boats arrived 
within sufficient distance to pour in a shower of 
grape, the word was given, and the 12 -pounders 
were discharged through the ship's bottom; 
while Lieutenant Ussher retreated with his men 
into the barge, leaving the Spaniards, whom he 
had previously liberated, to rush from their place 
of confinement into the rigging, whence, by 
their signals and gestures, they made known the 
sinking state of their ship, thereby drawing off 
the attention of the headmost gun-boats to the 
preservation of their fellow-countrymen, and ena- 
bling the British to effect their escape unscathed 
and without further annoyance, although it was 
many hours before they fell in with the Trent. 



THE EARL OP DTJNDONALD. 

Lord Dundonald, better known in the navy 
for his actions as Lord Cochrane, is one whose 
name has been before the world for more than 
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half a century as an example of successful daring. 
The activity he displayed, and the success that 
crowned his enterprises, are almost unparalleled, 
from the date of his extraordinary capture of El 
Gamo* — a vessel fitted out for the avowed and 
express object of the capture of the Speedy under 
his Lordship's command, — and the destruction of 
the French fleet in Basque Roads, until, in more 
recent times, his name figures as the naval hero of 
the Spanish provinces of the New World, where, 
more from the terror inspired by his name than 
from the force under his orders, whole infant 
navies surrendered to his bidding, and his single 
voice effected the freedom of struggling States. 
The following incident in his earlier career is 
well adapted to our subject. In the year 
1808, Lord Cochrane having been detached 
by Lord Collingwood, Commander-in-Chief in the 
Mediterranean, with discretionary orders to assist 
the Spaniards— at that time struggling to escape 
from French domination — wherever it could be 
done with most effect, hastened in his frigate, the 
Imperieuse, to the relief of the fortress of Rosas, 
which had been attacked by a large French and 

* The Speedy, a sloop of 14 guns and 54 men, on the 6th May, 1801, 
being off Barcelona, fell in with the Spanish frigate, El Gamo, of 32 
heavy guns, and 319 men, fitted out expressly for his capture. Un- 
daunted by a force so comparatively enormous, Lord Cochrane 
instantly closed for action, and after a cannonade of three quarters of 
an hour's continuance, ran alongside his antagonist, and boarding her 
at the head of every man and boy, except the surgeon, who took the 
wheel, carried her. The British loss was, three killed and eight 
wounded, out of her total complement of fifty-four; and that of the 
Spaniards, fifteen killed and forty-one wounded, being two more than 
the number of the Speedy*s crew. 
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Italian force. When he arrived, on the 22nd 
November, the citadel was already half invested, 
and the enemy making his approaches towards 
the south-west bastion, which had been blown 
down in the previous war, by the explosion of a 
magazine, and tumbled into the ditch. A few 
thin planks and dry stones had been since put up 
by the Spanish engineers, perhaps to hide the de- 
fect, as they were useless for defence ; and all tilings 
were in the most deplorable state, both without 
and within. Even measures for their powder and 
saws for their fusees were not to be had ; hats 
supplied the place of one, and axes did duty for 
the other. The Castle of Trinidad, situated on 
an eminence attached to the fortress, but com- 
manded by some heights in the neighbourhood, 
was also invested, and three 24-pounders, to 
which a fourth was afterwards added, battering 
in breach, had nearly effected a passage through 
the wall to the lower bomb-proof. Under these 
discouraging circumstances, the garrison, then con- 
sisting of about eighty Spaniards, were on the 
point of surrendering, when Lord Cochrane 
thought this a good opportunity of carrying out 
the orders he had received to give every possible 
assistance to the Spaniards, and, by occupying a 
post upon which the acknowledged safety of the 
citadel depended, while he gave some amusement* 
to his crew, endeavour to avert the fate that 
seemed to await it. * He accordingly threw him- 

* His Lordship's own word. 
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self into Fort Trinidad, with fifty seamen and 
thirty marines of the Imperieuse. The mind of 
the gallant officer, fruitful in expedients, soon, in 
a measure, made good the crumbling walls — 
thousands of sand-bags, besides barrels and pali- 
sades, presented a considerable obstacle to the at- 
tacking forces; while, on the night before the ex- 
pected assault, it is stated that he removed every- 
thing that could afford foothold from the appa- 
rently easy way up the breach, and sending to 
the frigate for large quantities of grease and 
slush, he caused it to be poured over the 
steep and smooth ascent, while heavy planks, 
filled with spike-nails and barbed hooks, stood at 
the sides ready to grapple with such of the fall- 
ing foe as might seek their treacherous aid to 
regain their footing. At length, on the morning 
of the 30 th November, a general assault was made 
by 1000 picked men, who advanced unmolested 
by the garrison until they gained the breach ; 
but here, while struggling up the slippery ascent, 
a tremendous fire was opened upon them from 
every gun that could be brought to bear ; and 
now the means adopted for repelling the foe 
proved most successful. The unfortunate assail- 
ants, unable to maintain their footing, could not 
advance, and scarcely retreat, under the heavy 
fire, while those who grasped at the side plank- 
ing to aid their footsteps were unable to extricate 
their mangled flesh or accoutrements, and this for- 
midable force was thus signally repulsed, with the 
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loss of their commanding officer, storming equipage, 
and all who had attempted to mount the breach. 

A very few days, however, served to convince 
Lord Cochrane that his efforts were unavailing, 
and the Spaniards, finding it impossible to resist 
the overwhelming numbers of the French, sur- 
rendered the citadel of Rosas on the 5th De- 
cember following. Any further resistance in 
Fort Trinidad would have been useless and im- 
practicable against such a force as could now 
be brought to its reduction ; Lord Cochrane, 
therefore, blowing up the magazines, returned to 
his ship, after a protracted defence of a fort- 
night, with the loss of three killed and seven 
wounded. His Lordship's gallantry in this in- 
stance called forth the praise of the Commander- 
in-Chie£ who, in his official letter, remarks that 
"the heroic spirit and ability which has been 
evinced by Lord Cochrane in defending this castle, 
although so shattered in its works, against the re- 
peated attacks of the enemy, is an admirable in- 
stance of his Lordship's zeal" During this siege 
a circumstance occurred, which was given to the 
world at that time in the Spanish papers. The 
Gazette, after noticing his great services to the 
cause in very handsome terms, concludes by say- 
ing : — " It is a sufficient eulogium upon his cha- 
racter to mention, that in the defence of the 
castle of Trinidad, when the Spanish flag hoisted 
on the wall fell into the ditch, under a most 
dreadful fire from the enemy, his Lordship was 
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the only person who, regardless of the shower of 
balls falling about him, descended into the ditch, 
returned with the flag, and happily succeeded in 
placing it where it was before/' But with all 
Lord Cochrane's spirit of adventure — and no officer 
ever attempted or succeeded in more arduous 
enterprises — it will be found that his objects were 
effected with trifling loss of life. No officer was 
ever more chary of men's lives ; he alwayB recon- 
noitred in person, and even under the enemy's 
batteries took the requisite soundings and bear- 
ings. He never allowed his boats to depart on 
any service unprotected by his ship, if it was pos- 
sible to bring her within reach ; and in case of 
any reverse or check, his plans were so formed 
that the retreat was effected without confusion. 
Lord Dundonald still lives, and within the last 
few months, the flag of the octogenarian chief has 
been flying as Naval Commander-in-Chief on the 
North American and West India station. 



CORNWALLIS'S RETREAT. 

There is no occasion upon which a contrast 
more flattering to our national vanity can be 
drawn between the respective navies of France 
and England, than that presented on the 16th 
and 17th June, 1795, when France had at sea a 
fleet far superior to the opposing British force, 
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which, instead of proving a source of triumph to 
herself, only afforded an opportunity to her foe 
for the display of the finest example of united 
courage and coolness to be found in naval annals. 
We allude to the masterly retreat of Admiral 
Cornwallis, the Billy Blue of the sailors, before 
his numerous enemies. Cornwallis, at that time 
cruising off the Penmarks with a squadron of five 
sail of the line and two frigates, received an inti- 
mation from one of the latter, that an enemy's 
force was in sight to leeward ; but as the signal 
conveying the intelligence gave no intimation of 
their numbers, and as it was generally supposed 
that the French had very few ships of the line at 
sea, the English fleet stood on, under the idea 
that the hostile fleet consisted of frigates only. 
When, however, he had ascertained that the op- 
posing force consisted of thirteen sail of the 
line, fourteen frigates, two brigs, and a cutter, 
thirty sail in ail, for the seven British ships to 
cope with, Admiral Cornwallis determined to 
haul off, and was hotly pursued by the enemy. 
The chase and retreat continued through that 
day, and the wind shifting in the course of the 
evening, the French, who had hitherto been to 
leeward, were enabled to assume a more advan- 
tageous position, and at daylight on the following 
morning appeared on both sides of the little 
squadron. 

During the preceding day and night the Ad- 
miral himself had led the retreating ships in the 
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Royal Sovereign, in order to be able to take 
advantage of any favourable opportunity that 
might present itself in the night for altering his 
course and getting away in the darkness unper- 
oeived by the enemy; but with daylight he 
changed his disposition, ordering the two heavy 
sailing ships, the Brunswick and the Bellerophon, 
to lead, and the Mars and Triumph to form the 
rear, while he himself in the Royal Sovereign, 
formed a connecting link, and was prepared, like 
a hen in defence of her chickens, to bear 
down to the assistance of any of his squadron 
that might be particularly menaced by the 
enemy. It was now in the power of the French 
Admiral to have engaged closely, and at about nine 
o'clock in the morning a line-of-battle ship and 
a frigate opened their fire upon the Mars. Prom 
this time a pretty constant cannonade was kept 
up, the French ships firing at a distance as they 
came up, and three of the English ships returning 
it. Such was the bad sailing of the Brunswick 
and Bellerophon, that their fire was quite lost, 
and they were obliged to keep their course without 
retaliating ; in feet, it became necessary to cut 
away their anchors and launches, throw over- 
board part of their ballast, and crowd all the sail 
they could carry, to enable them to keep their 
proper place, while the Mars and Triumph con- 
tinued under easy sail. The day had nearly 
passed over, and there was no serious appearance of 
attack; but as the afternoon drew on, the enemy, 
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as if ashamed of having yet done nothing effec- 
tual to check the progress, or even to ruffle the 
majestic steadiness of our little line, seemed to 
be inclined to close upon the rear ship, the 
Mars. Two or three of them had fore-reached 
upon her beam, and a beautiftd 84-gun ship 
was hauling towards her, as if determined to 
act as champion, and by arresting one of the 
ships to bring the matter to an immediate 
issue, when an incident occurred which, though 
almost laughable, yet must be recounted at 
some length, as manifesting the skilful head of 
the noble subject of this memoir, while the other 
manoeuvres of this eventful day display his lion 
heart. 

In the early morning he had called by signal 
for a boat from the Phaeton, and as her young 
officer* was eagerly springing up the Eoyal So- 
vereign's side, he was met by the noble old 
Admiral's foot in his face, saying kindly, but per- 
emptorily, " Stop, sir ; listen : go back imme- 
diately, and tell your captain to go ahead of the 
squadron a long way, and, when far enough, to 
make the signals for seeing first one or two 
strange sail, then more, and then a fleet; in 
f short, to humbug those fellows astern. He will 

* Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, K.C.B., the present Hydrographer 
to the Admiralty, the young officer here alluded to, informs me that 
he has seen several French officers, present on the occasion, whom 
nothing could persuade that the Phaeton did not see Lord Bridport's 
fleet, and it so happened that five days after the French actually fell in 
with that fleet, and lost three of their ships. 

I 

> 
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understand me. Go." The Phaeton sailed well, 
but it took a long time to get to the Admiral's 
" far enough," in order to give colour and credi- 
bility to what she might affect to see. At length, 
about three o'clock p.m., she made the signal for 
a stranger, tben two, five, and then for a fleet, 
which was made according to the old fashion of 
letting fly the top-gallant sheets and firing a lee 
gun. It was well known that the French had 
copies of our, " Tabular" signals, and by them 
Captain Stopford announced that the fleet was 
English; the large recall flag (the Dutch ensign) 
was hoisted to bring them into the squadron, 
and when time had been given for the supposed 
answer, the Phaeton wore round, under easy sail, 
towards the squadron, thus implying that they 
were following her, and, passing under the Ad- 
miral's stern, gave him three cheers. 

By a happy coincidence two or three small 
distant vessels were at that time actually peep- 
ing up on the horizon ; but the bait had been 
fully swallowed; a flood of signals was made 
by the enemy — their fire became langdid — and 
at half-past six their whole force tacked off to the 
eastward, leaving our gallant squadron to enjoy 
the fruit of their bravery, fortitude, and disci-, 
pline, in a triumph fax more glorious than many 
a splendid victory. 

In the official announcement of this en- 
counter, the Admiral gives full credit to his 
gallant companions, as well to Sir C. Cotton 
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and Sir Erasmus Gower, who, in the Mare and 
Triumph, bore the brunt of the fray, as to 
Lord C. Fitzgerald in the Brunswick, and Lord 
Oanstoun in the Bellerophon, which latter ship 
he kepi " in some measure as a reserve (having 
reason at first to suppose there would be full 
occasion for the utmost exertion of all), and con* 
sidering that ship as a treasure in store, having 
heard of her former achievements, and observing 
the spirit manifested by all on board when she 
passed him." Of the officers, seamen, and ma* 
lines, he says that, " instead of being cast down 
at seeing- thirty sail of the enemy's ships attacking 
our little squadron, they were in the highest 
spirits imaginable, and although, circumstanced 
as we were, we had no great reason to complain 
of the conduct of the enemy, yet our men could 
not help repeatedly expressing their contempt of 
them. Could common prudence have allowed 
me to let loose their valour, I hardly know what 
might not have been accomplished by such men." 

Of Billy Blue himself* we are told that, more 
than once during the day, he repeated that, sooner 
than abandon his comrades in the Brunswick 
and Bellerophon, the Royal Sovereign should go 
down with her colours flying. 

Admiral (then Captain) Oornwallis had previ- 

* On the anxious morning he continued the operation of shaving, 
dressing, and powdering with his usual composure, and observed to 
Captain Whitby, in his customary cool and dry manner, that he had 
been in similar situations before, and knew very well what they, the 
French, would do. 

I 2 
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ously exhibited great daring in Rodney's celebrated 
action, when, in the Canada, 74, after having de- 
feated the Hector, a ship of equal force, single- 
handed, he bore down upon the huge Ville de Paris, 
and, laying her alongside, commenced a combat 
which lasted two hours. A point of honour pre- 
vented De Grasse striking to anything short of a 
flag ; but when Sir Samuel Hood came up in the. 
Barfleur, the Count surrendered, having only three, 
men, of whom he himself was one, alive and unhurt 
upon his upper deck. He declared, after the action, 
that the little red-sided ship (the Canada) had 
done him more harm than all the rest with which, 
he had contended. 

It scarcely is perhaps worthy of special re- 
mark, but I cannot omit noticing the aristocratic 
character of Cornwallis's fleet. The senior officer 
in each ship was either a peer, a baronet, or 
closely connected with the peerage. 

The Honourable William 1 ^ , 

n 1V . > Royal Sovereign. 
CornwaJlis was in the J J ^ 

Capt. Lord Cranstoun „ Bellerophon. 

Lord C. Fitzgerald „ Brunswick. 

Hon. Capt. Curzon „ Pallas. 

Hon. Robert Stopford „ Phaeton. 

SirC. Cotton „ Mars. 

Sir Erasmus Gower „ Triumph. 
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NELSON AND HARDY. 

The life of Nelson, of course, abounds with 
illustrations of my subject, but all are so well 
known that great difficulty has been experienced 
in presenting any to the reader with a feature of 
novelty. One, however, narrated by Colonel 
Drinkwater Bethune, the historian of " The Siege 
of Gibraltar/' and an eye-witness of what follows, 
is as well worthy of general feme as some of 
Nelsons more splendid achievements; and the 
more so as, on this occasion, that personal affec- 
tion to his more immediate followers, which in 
every case secured their devoted attachment to 
himself was the inciting cause to the display of 
that gallantry which, a day or two after, was more 
conspicuously called forth in the cause of his 
country, at the battle of Cape St. Vincent, after 
which " Nelson's patent bridge for boarding first- 
rates " (he having boarded one enemy's first-rate 
from the deck of another) became a boasting 
by-word of the English sailor. Commodore 
Nelson, whose broad pendant at that time was 
hoisted in the Minerve, Captain Cockburn, got 
under weigh from Gibraltar on the 11th Fe- 
bruary, 1797, in order to join Sir John Jervis's 
fleet. The frigate had scarcely cast round from 
her anchorage, when two of the three Spanish 
line-of-battle ships in the upper part of Gibraltar 
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Bay were observed also to be in motion. The 
headmost of the Spanish ships gaining on the 
frigate, the latter prepared for action, and the 
Minerves situation every instant becoming more 
hazardous, Colonel Drinkwwter asked Nelson 
his opinion as to the probability of an engage- 
ment; the hero said he thought it was very- 
possible, as the headmost ship appeared to be 
a good sailer; " but," continued he, looking up at 
the broad pendant, " before the Dons get hold of 
that bit of bunting I will have a struggle with 
them, and sooner than give up the frigate III 
run her ashore. Captain Cockburn, who had 
been taking a view of the chasing enemy, now 
joined the Commodore, and observed that there 
was no doubt of the headmost ship gaining on 
the frigate. At this moment dinner was an- 
nounced; but before Nelson and his guests left 
the deck, orders were given to set the studding 
Sails. Seated at dinner, Colonel Drinkwater was 
congratulating Lieutenant Hardy, who had been 
just exchanged, on his being no longer a prisoner 
of war, when the sudden cry of a " man over- 
board" threw the dinner party into disorder. 
There is, perhaps, no passage in naval history of 
deeper interest than the following account of what 
then occurred : — 

" The officers of the ship ran on deck ; I, with 
others, ran to the stern windows to see if any- 
thing could be observed of the unfortunate man. 
We had scarcely reached them before we noticed 
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the lowering of the jolly-boat, in which was my 
late neighbour, Hardy, with a party of sailors, 
and before many seconds had elapsed the current 
of the Straits (which runs strongly to the east- 
ward) had carried the jolly-boat far astern of the 
frigate, towards the Spanish ships. Of course the 
first object was to recover, if possible, the fallen 
man, but he was never seen again. Hardy soon 
made a signal to that effect, and the man was 
given up as lost. The attention of every person 
was now turned to the safety of Hardy and 
his boat's crew. Their situation was extremely 
perilous, and their danger was every instant in- 
creasing from the fast sailing of the headmost 
ship of the chase — the Terrible, — which by this 
time had approached nearly within gun-shot of 
the Minerve. The jolly-boat's crew pulled ' might 
and main' to regain the frigate, but apparently 
made little progress against the current of the 
Straits. At this crisis, Nelson, casting an anxious 
look at the hazardous situation of Hardy and 
his companions, exclaimed, ' By Q — , I '11 not 
lose Hardy; back the mizen-topsail.' No sooner 
said than done ; the Minerve's progress was re- 
tarded, having the current to carry her down to- 
wards Hardy and his party, who, seeing this 
spirited manoeuvre to save them from returning to 
their old quarters on board the Terrible, natu- 
rally redoubled their exertions to rejoin the 
frigate. To the landsmen on board the Minerve 
an action now appeared to be inevitable, and so, 
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it would appear, thought the enemy, who, sur- 
prised and confounded by this daring manoeuvre 
of the Commodore's (being ignorant of the acci- 
dent that led to it), must have construed it into 
a direct challenge. Not conceiving, however, a 
Spanish ship of the line to be an equal match for 
a British frigate, with Nelson on board of her, 
the captain of the Terrible suddenly shortened 
sail, in order to allow his consort to join him, 
and thus afforded time for the Minerve to drop 
down to the jolly-boat to take out Hardy and 
the crew, and the moment they were on board the 
frigate, orders were given again to make sail. 
Being now under studding sails, and the widen- 
ing of the Straits allowing the wind to be brought 
more on the Minerve's quarter, the frigate soon 
regained the lost distance, and in a short time we 
had the satisfaction to observe that the dastardly 
Don was left far in our wake ; and at sunset, by 
steering to the southward, we lost sight of him 
and his consort altogether, and Commodore Nel- 
son thus escaped, to share in the battle of St. Vin* 
cent, and win fresh laurels from the Spaniard." 



CUTTING OUT HERMIONE. 

The bloody mutiny on board the Hermione, in 
which the captain and all the officers, excepting 
the master's mate and two midshipmen, had been 



Digitized by Google 



CUTTING OUT HEBMIONE. 



121 



murdered in cold blood, was still a recent event, 
and indignation at the conduct of the Spanish 
authorities, who had received and sheltered the 
authors and promoters of the massacre, and re- 
tained possession of the blood-stained ship, still 
rankled in the breasts of our seamen, when Cap- 
tain Edward Hamilton, of his Majesty's ship 
Surprise, at that time cruising in the neighbour- 
hood, received information that the Hermione 
was fitting out as a Spanish man-of-war, in the 
harbour of Puerto Cavallo, and determined on 
attempting to cut her out from her anchorage 
with the boats of the ship under his command. 
The Hermione was lying, strongly moored, be* 
tween two powerful batteries, mounting about 
200 pieces of cannon ; but the " honour of his 
country and the glory of the British navy " were 
the great inducements for his making the attempt. 
Having well observed her position, and the 
evening of the 24th of October, 1799, being fa- 
vourable, all hands were turned up on board the 
Surprise, and Captain Hamilton communicated 
to the officers and ship's company his intention 
to lead them to the attack; the answer was three 
vociferous cheers, and that all would follow him 
to a man. This general expression of feeling 
increased the Captain's hopes, and made him 
sanguine of success. The hundred volunteers, 
including officers, required for the service, were 
soon told off into the boats, and their specific 
duties assigned them. Fifty chosen men, headed 
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by himself, were to board the Hermione, and the 
remaining fifty, catting her cables, were to take 
her in tow, and, while the struggle on board 
should still be going on, move her towards tie 
mouth of the harbour, where the Surprise would 
be in waiting to take up the contest on more 
favourable terms, should the boarding party be re- 
pulsed. At half-past twelve o'clock on the morning 
of the 25th, the boats put off from the ship, all 
hearts beating high with hope, and their crews 
observing the most profound silence ; but, not- 
withstanding every precaution, they were disco- 
vered at some distance by the Spanish guard- 
boats, and the frigate, already forewarned by the 
appearance of the Surprise off the harbour, had 
ample time to take all additional measures for 
defence, while two of the English boats in the 
confusion ran foul of the guard-boats, and did 
not join hi the attack until after considerable 
delay, and the loss of much precious time. Cap- 
tain Hamilton himself, with eight or ten men, got 
first on board, and took possession of the fore- 
castle without much resistance, and the gig, 
under the command of the surgeon, was equally 
successful on the larboard bow; both cutters were, 
however, beaten off, and some difficulty was ex- 
perienced by the boats selected to take the frigate 
in tow. The Captain, however, at the head of 
his two boats' crews, advanced to the quarter-deck, 
which was obstinately defended (principally by 
the Spanish officers) for upwards of a quarter of 
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an hour, by which time the other boats had 
boarded, and the cables having been also cat, the 
frigate began to move ahead. Great numbers of 
the enemy were killed, some ran below,, and 
others jumped overboard ; Captain Hamilton had 
already received several very severe wounds ; but 
soon every man and boat were in their assigned 
position, and the quarter-deck was taken posses- 
sion of by the assailants, whose numbers had 
been increased by the marines and others from 
the different boats. No time was now lost in 
making their attack on the main deck. Follow- 
ing the Spaniards down pell-mell, they did not 
allow them time for regular defence, and, assisted 
by the fire kept up by those remaining on deck, 
the British carried their point. After a dreadful 
daughter upon the main deck, the Spaniards re* 
treated to the 'tween decks, and continued firing 
until their ammunition was expended, and then, 
and not till then, did they cry for quarter. While 
the firing was still kept up on board, the enemy 
on shore, uncertain as to who had possession of the 
ship, hesitated in opening their fire ; and be* 
fore the batteries opened, the Hermione, by means 
of her sails, by this time set, and the boats tow- 
ing her, had considerably increased her distance 
from the shore; and notwithstanding the forts 
commenced a tremendous cannonade, she passed 
them without much loss, and at two o'clock, 
exactly one hour and a half from the time of the 
boats putting off from the Surprise, the Hermione 
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was out of gun-shot of the forts, and completely 
in the hands of the British. 

The Spanish captain of the Hermione informed 
Captain Hamilton that she was nearly ready for 
sea, mounting 44 guns, with a complement of 
321 officers and men, 56 soldiers, and 15 
artillery-men; of whom 119 were killed and 97 
wounded, the assailants having had only. 12 
wounded* Sir Hyde Parker, the Admiral on 
the station, in transmitting the account of this 
gallant and daring affair to the Admiralty, pro- 
nounces it to be "one that merits, even rank 
among the foremost of the many gallant actions 
executed by our Navy/' Honours were showered 
upon the gallant officer. He was knighted, 
and decorated with a gold medal commemorative 
of the action; while presentation swords, and the 
freedom of the city of London, attested the sense 
entertained of his services by his fellow country- 
men and citizens. 



DART AND DESIREE. 

In the year 1800, Captain Inman, of the 
Andromeda, whose name as lieutenant of the 
Hector will appear as the hero of a subsequent 
anecdote, and who was at this time stationed 
with a small squadron to watch the port of 
Dunkirk, submitted to the Admiralty a plan 
for destroying four French frigates, one of 50, 
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and three of 40 guns, then lying in the roads. 
The proposal having met with approval, and 
the necessary fire-ships having arrived, it was 
decided to make the attempt on the night of 
the 7th July; and Commander Patrick Camp- 
bell, of the Dart sloop of 20 guns, an officer of 
proved ability, was selected to lead the attack- 
ing force. The boldness of this enterprise may 
be imagined, when we are told that, before any 
decisive blow could be struck, it was necessary 
that each vessel should pass so close to a bat- 
tery of 100 guns as to be challenged by the sen- 
tinels. On this night the vessels of the expedi- 
tion evaded this danger by giving such answers 
as induced the belief that they were coasting 
vessels running for Dunkirk. The Dart stood 
boldly on in execution of her orders, which were 
to attack the innermost frigate while the fire- 
ships should grapple with those lying outside her. 
It is conjectured by Captain Inman that the 
enemy had been apprized of his intention ; for the 
attacking force, although it succeeded in pass- 
ing the battery, was much obstructed by gun- 
boats and other vessels which had been anchored 
in advance of the frigates, and which afforded the 
latter an opportunity of cutting their cables and 
avoiding the fire-ships ; but Commander Camp- 
bell, who was far in advance of his colleagues, 
about midnight got sight of the four French ships, 
and answered the hail from the headmost, that 
he was "from Bordeaux and to the second 
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question — which was, what was the convoy astern 
—the reply given was, " Je nesais pas." The inter- 
val of time thus occupied enabled the Dart to pass 
the two outermost frigates, and when alongside* 
the third she exchanged a tremendous broadside, 
her guns having been double-shotted with round 
and grape shot. Passing on, she reached her ap~ 
pointed antagonist, the innermost frigate, and 
running her bowsprit into the Frenchman's fore- 
most rigging, she at the same time let go an 
anchor from the stern to check her way. This 
daring manoeuvre was perfectly successful, for on 
the two vessels coming in contact, the first lieu- 
tenant of the Dart, at the head of fifty men, 
boarded the Frenchman, with a shout, carrying 
everything before him, and the sloop almost im- 
mediately swinging alongside in the tide-way, 
enabled the second lieutenant, with another divi- 
sion, to follow in support at the critical moment 
when the French crew were rallying at the after 
hatchway of their ship. The united efforts of 
the two parties bore down all opposition, and,, 
driving the enemy below and cutting the frigate's 
cables, they got her under weigh without any 
further struggle. Hus, in less than a quarter of 
an hour, the Desiree, of 40 guns, long 2 4-pounders, 
with a complement of 330 men, was captured 
single-handed by a sloop of 20 guns and 120: 
men. Captain Inman, in reporting the action, 
states that "one spirit seemed to animate the 
whole of her company/' and " the handsome and 
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intrepid manner of carrying her must convince 
their Lordships of Commander Campbell's unpa- 
ralleled bravery/' Had the struggle for mastery 
been of a more protracted character, the results 
would have been serious to the conquerors ; for as it 
was, they had barely time to cut the cables of their 
prize, and get her under sail and over the banks, 
before the tide turned. In this service the Dart 
lost one man killed, and eleven wounded ; while 
the French loss is computed at above 100 killed 
and wounded ; and amongst the former every 
officer of the Desir6e .was numbered, except a 

single mirfaliipnrifl,n 

The attack on the three other frigates 
failed, although the captains of the several fire- 
vessels remained on board until they were com-* 
pletely enveloped in flames, for the frigates, cut- 
ting their cables, ran before the wind out of the 
roads and within the Braeck sand. 

During the progress of this hazardous attempt, 
Commodore Inman had a very narrow escape. 
For the purpose of more nearly observing the at- 
tack, he had left the Andromeda and gone on 
board the Vigilant lugger. In the darkness of 
the night, and great confusion arising from the 
number of French gun-boats that were moving 
about, the Vigilant was mistaken by one of the 
English squadron for an enemy' s gun-boat, and a 
broadside was consequently poured into her, 
which, if well directed, might have sent her to 
the bottom; fortunately the guns had been 
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levelled too high, and every shot cleared the 
heads of the lugger's crew, who lost no time in 
calling out the watchword, thereby avoiding a 
repetition of what might have been an error fatal 
to themselves. 



LEANDER AND GENEREUX. 

That "his gallant and almost unprecedented de- 
fence of the Leander against so superior a force 
as that of Le Genereux was deserving of every 
praise his country and the assembled Court could 
give, and that his conduct, with that of the of- 
ficers and men under his command, reflected not 
only the highest honour on him s elf and them, 
but on their country at large/' was the de- 
liberate judgment of the court-martial assem- 
bled to try Captain Thompson for the loss of 
the Leander, a frigate of 50 guns, which, after 
having shared in the glories of the battle of 
the Nile, was bearing dispatches to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief^ Lord St. Vincent, conveying the 
news of that victory, when she fell in with the Ge- 
nereux, of 74 guns, one of the French ships that 
escaped capture on that eventftd day, and fought 
the celebrated action marked by the eulogy 
above quoted. The battle of the Nile occurred 
on the 1st August; and on the 18th, when off the 
west end of Candia (at daybreak), a large sail, 
evidently a ship of the line, was observed from 
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the Leander, standing directly towards her. The 
latter was at this time becalmed, while the stranger 
brought up a strong breeze, so that, although Cap- 
tain Thompson (his ship being eighty men short 
of complement, and haying on board many that 
were wounded in the Nile action), tried to 
avoid an action with a ship so superior in size 
and force, he soon perceived that it was ine- 
vitable, and therefore steered a course to put him- 
self in the best position for the approaching 
contest. At eight o'clock A. if. the Genereux, 
whose nationality had been known from the 
first*, still keeping the breeze, had come within 
distant shot, hoisting Neapolitan colours and then 
Turkish, by way of deception, and at nine A.M. 
had ranged up within half gun-shot, and fired 
the first shot across the Leander's bow. This 
was immediately answered by the latter's broad- 
side, and the two ships continued nearing each 
other, keeping up a constant fire, until half-past 
ten, when the Genereux laid the British fifty 
on board, with a crash that bent double several 
of her lower-deck port-lids. At this moment her 
capture appeared inevitable; but the Leander's 
Marines, commanded by a sergeant (no superior 
officer being on board), supported by a furious 
cannonade from the quarter-deck guns, kept up 

* It has astonished many that Captain Thompson, knowing his enemy, 
did not attempt to disable her as she advanced, but, on the contrary, 
allowed so powerful a foe to take up his position undisturbed ; as we 
all know that a lucky shot fired in chase has often proved the salva- 
tion of the pursued vessel, 

K 
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so spirited and well-directed a fire, that the nu- 
merous crew of the Genereux were unable to take 
advantage of their, position, and were repulsed in 
every attempt to board, until at length a light 
breeze enabled Captain Thompson to steer clear 
of his enemy, and, passing under her stern, he had 
the satisfaction of discharging every gun of his 
starboard broadside into her; but again the 
breeze died away ; and on a sea smooth as glass 
the cannonade continued without intermission 
until half-past three o'clock, when a light air en* 
abled the Genereux to take up a commanding 
position on the Leander's starboard bow, where the 
latter's guns were unfortunately disabled by the 
"jvreck of the Mien spars. In this condition, and 
unable to bring a single gun to bear upon her an- 
tagonist, when the Frenchman hailed to know if 
she had struck, the surrender of the defenceless 
frigate, after her close and bloody conflict of six: 
hours' duration, was notified by holding out a pike 
with a lYench flag at the end of it. When this 
painful event occurred the Leander was totally 
ungovernable-^-her yards were on the boom, and 
no stick was standing but the bowsprit and the 
stumps of the fore and main-masts ; her hull was 
also cut to pieces, and the decks strewed with 
killed and< wounded. The Genereux, on the con- 
trary, had only lost her mizen top-mast; but the 
Leander's fire, which had been directed at hex 
huU, had left her no boats that would float ; and 
the English frigate was taken possession of by the 
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French boatswain and one of their midshipmen. 
The Leander commenced the action with 282 men 
and boys, of whom 35 were killed and 57* 
wounded ; and the Genereux, whose crew num- 
bered 936 men and boys, sustained a loss of 
about 100 killed and 188 wounded. 

No sooner had the republican crew taken pos- 
session of their prize than a general scene of 
plunder was presented — the English officers and 
men were even stripped of their private pro- 
perty, and nothing left them but the clothes on 
their backs ; the surgeon was robbed of his 
instruments, so that he was unable to perform the 
necessary operation for removing a musket-ball 
from Captain . Thompson's arm ; in fact, the 
greatest inhumanity was displayed by the victors, 
and the sufferings of the prisoners did not oease 
with their arrival at Corfu, to which island the 
two ships proceeded -f\ While lying in that har- 
bour the Genereux was blockaded by a Russian 
squadron, and Captain Lejoille tried to induce 
the Leander s men to assist him in forcing his 

* Captain Thompson was amongst the latter, haying been severely 
wounded in three places. Captain Berry, the officer charged with the 
dispatches, received a singular wound, a part of a man's skull having, 
been driven through his arm. 

f The different charges against the French appear almost incredible; 
we are told, for instance, that Captain Lejoille refused Captain Thomp- 
son, although so badly wounded, even his cot, and when the latter re* 
monstrated with the Frenchman, pointing out the opposite treatment 
shown to the French officers taken prisoners at the Nile, he only re- 
plied, " I am sorry for it, but the French are good pillagers ;" and such 
he showed himself, for when Captain Berry asked to have some pistols 
returned, of which he had been plundered, Captain Lejoille, when 
they were produced by the man who had taken them, very coolly 
secured them for himself. 

K2 
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way to sea. Promises of reward, which tor \ 
bountifully proffered, proved unavailing, and one \ 
man in particular, a main top-man, named George \ 
Bannister, replied, " No, you d — d French rascal, \ 
give us but our little ship, and we will fight you \ 
again till we sink." The Leander was retaken by \ 
the blockading squadron, and presented by the 
Russian Emperor to this country, and subse- 
quently added to her career of glory — winning 
fresh laurels at Algiers; thus being first and last 
to distinguish herself in the war. 

On returning to the shore, after his trial by 
court-martial, Captain Thompson was saluted by 
three cheers from all the ships in harbour, and 
his merits were acknowledged by his sovereign 
by the honour of knighthood and a pension of 
200Z. per annum. 



DEFENCE OF ACRE, 

In the year 1799, when Buonaparte — having 
achieved the conquest of Egypt — turned his 
thoughts of conquest towards regions further 
east, and when England was alarmed for the. 
safety of its Indian empire, our Ministers entered 
into a treaty of alliance with the Sublime 
Pbrte, under the provisions of which a Turkish, 
army was to traverse Asia Minor, in order 
to threaten the French general's rear, while 
advancing towards British India. Buonaparte, 
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f having intelligence of the arrangement, determined 
to forestall it, and, by commencing offensive ope- 
rations, prevent the combined action of the forces 

> destined to operate against him. With this view 
he marched with an army of 13,000 men against 
St. Jean d'Acre, the appointed rendezvous of the 
Turkish forces, which the Governor of the for- 

• tress, Djezzar Pasha, had been selected to command. 

f Captain Sir Sidney Smith, then at Constantinople, 
on hearing of Napoleon's movements, proceeded 
in the Tigre to Alexandria, hoping by a bombard* 
ment of that city to arrest his march, and 
gain time for Acre to be put into a state of de- 
fence. Failing in this, Sir Sidney sailed for Acre, 
where he anchored on the 1 5th March, and found 
the fortifications in a ruinous and dilapidated con* 
dition, and almost destitute of artillery; in foot, to 
most men the place would have appeared inca- 
pable of defence, as will appear from the following 
account of an experienced English officer of artil- 
lery who arrived at the close of the operations, and 
who thus describes it: — " It is situated upon a 
rectangular piece of land, two sides close to the 
water's edge, the other two terminating and 
meeting in a square tower towards the main 
land. There is no flanking fire from the place ; 
the wall is not anywhere proof against a 3-pound 
shot; the ditch does not quite go round it; 
the gates are worse than good barn-doors in 
England; the approach is completely covered by 
ruins, by an aqueduct, and by hollow places 
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so close up to the wall, that the enemy began to 
break ground within 400 yards of the place. I am 
persuaded that most general officers would have 
declined defending Acre with 5000 good troops." 
Such was the fortress which, defended by the 
undisciplined Turks, animated and incited by the 
presence of a few English seamen, turned the 
modern Sesostris in his course of victory, and 
drove him baffled from before its walls. 

While the Turkish garrison, under the direction 
of Colonel Philippeaux, a French emigrant officer 
of engineers, was strengthening the works, Sir 
Sidney Smith proceeded with the Tigre's boats to 
intercept the French maritime portion of the ex- 
pedition, and on the night of the 17th March, 
while rowing in shore near CaifFa, he discovered 
the advanced guard of the French army marching 
along the sea-shore. Returning to his ship, he 
dispatched the launch of the Tigre to the mouth 
of the small river — the brook Kishon of Scripture 
— which falls into the sea in the bay of Acre, to 
guard and defend the ford ; and the French troops, 
flushed with the triumph that had just attended 
their arms in the successful storm of Jaffa — the 
ancient Joppa, — were surprised at the break of 
day on the 1 8th by a fire unexpected and vigorous, 
which was their first intimation of the opposition 
they afterwards experienced, while the capture of 
the flotilla, which the Tigre pursued and overtook, 
was the main cause of the eventual successful de- 
fence; as Buonaparte was thus not only deprived 



Digitized by Google 



13/5 



of his chief means of aggression, but the guns 
and stores were landed and employed in the 
defence of the beleaguered fortress. Under 
these circumstances, and obliged by the fire 
from the British ships to make his approaches 
on the north-east side of the town, where 
the defences were the most formidable, Buona- 
parte opened, his trenches on the 18th March. 
The importance which he attached to a success- 
ful result may be gathered from some of his 
speeches which have been preserved : " On 
that little town," said he to one of his generals, 
as they were standing on an eminence which 
takes its name from our Coeur de Lion — "on that 
little town depends the fete of the East. Behold 
the key of Constantinople, or of India. The 
moment Acre fells, all the Druses will join me ; 
the Syrians, weary of Djezzar's oppression, will 
crowd to my standard. I shall march upon 
Constantinople with an army to which the Turk 
can offer no effectual resistance, and it seems not 
unlikely that I may return to France by the route 
of Adrianople and Vienna, destroying the house 
of Austria on my way/' 

The capture of their artillery in the flotilla 
had been so complete, and ammunition was so 
scarce, that Montholon tells us, that at first Sir 
Sidney Smith provided the French with the balls 
they fired, the soldiers receiving five sous for 
each ball they brought in; but they after- 
wards received supplies, and this eventful siege 
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was urged on with varying success, the enemy 
making their chief progress during the few days 
that Sir Sidney Smith was driven off by the 
equinoctial gales. Seven weeks had elapsed, 
during which the breach had been practicable, 
and the French had made nine several at* 
tempts to storm, and each time had been re* 
pulsed with immense slaughter. The gar- 
rison had also suffered in like proportion, for 
the Pasha's regiment of Albanians, which at 
the commencement of the siege mustered 1000 
bayonets, was reduced to 200 men. Besiegers 
and besieged were now equally anxious for rein- 
forcements, when, on the 7th May, the fiftieth 
day of the siege, towards sunset, a few sails 
were seen on the horizon, and anxious eyes 
both from the camp and forfa-ess were turned 
towards them ; but all doubt as to their na- 
tionality vanished when the British cruisers, 
which had stood out to reconnoitre, joined the 
approaching force, and tie flag that 

•* Has braved a thousand yeare, 
The battle and the breeze/' 

was seen flying in amity with the Crescent 
of the Turks. The French general lost no time 
in giving orders for a most vigorous and perse- 
vering assault, in hopes of gaining possession of 
the town before the reinforcement to the garrison 
could disembark. The constant fire hitherto kept 
up by the besiegers was suddenly increased ten- 
fold, while the flanking fire from the British ships 
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was rendered less effective by thick traverses 
and epaulements which the French engineers had 
thrown up. These traverses were composed of 
sand-bags, and, shocking to relate, the bodies of 
their dead were built in with them. Aware of 
how much depended upon this single day, Sir 
Sidney Smith left his ship at daybreak, leaving 
orders for the immediate disembarkation of the 
reinforcements as they came up. His presence 
was most requisite to stimulate the defenders to 
increased exertion, for the enemy gained ground, 
notwithstanding all that skill and courage in 
numbers so reduced could effect, and at length 
effected a lodgment at the north-east of the works, 
and daylight showed the French standard floating 
on the outer angle of the tower. Hassan Bey's 
troops were now in the boats, though as yet but 
half way to the shore, when Sir Sidney Smith, 
at this most critical point of the contest, landed 
with every available man from the ships, and led 
them, armed with pikes, to meet the French. The 
enthusiastic gratitude of the Turks at the sight of 
this reinforcement at such a time cannot be de- 
scribed : many fugitives returned to the breach, 
which had been deserted by all save a few brave 
men, whose most destructive missile weapons 
were heavy stones, which, striking the assailants 
on the head, overthrew the foremost down the 
slope, and impeded the progress of the rest. Suc- 
cessive detachments, however, still ascended to 
the assault, the heap of ruins between the two 
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parties serving as a breastwork for both; the 
muzzles of their muskets touching, and the spear- 
heads of the standards locked. At this moment, 
Djezzar Pasha, hearing that the English were on 
the breach, came from his station, where, accord- 
ing to ancient custom, he was sitting distributing 
rewards to such as might bring him the heads of 
the enemy, and, seizing some of his allies from 
behind, pulled them down with violence, saying, 
if any harm happened to his English friends, all 
was lost. The Commodore's secretary, in narrating' 
this scene, gives the following account : — > 

u I shall ever remember the scene of that terrible 
night. Djezzar was sitting on an empty rice bag 
near the gate, in sight of the tower where the 
French had lodged themselves, in front of the lane 
leading to his palace — his sword drawn, and his 
tomahawk lying in front of him. They were 
bringing in from the trenches the heads of the 
French slain, which, to the number of about 
seventy, were all arranged by him like cabbages 
in a market ; his secretary on one side writing 
down the names of those that brought them in, 
the cashier on the other side paying fifty piastres 
for each ; while he was cutting with a pair of 
scissars, out of a thin plate of silver, a kind of 
plume called * chelengk/ which he himself placed 
in their respective caps. He was so much af- 
fected at the death of the first of our brave fel- 
lows, that he gave out an order that none of the 
English should be allowed to pass the gates, and 
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that no officer should go near the breaches; and 
this was so rigorously observed, that Sir Sidney 
Smith was obliged to force his way sword in 
hand. 

"The amicable contest as to who should defend 
the breach, occasioned a rush of Turks to the 
spot, and time was thus gained for the arrival of 
the first body of Hassan Beys troops. All the 
garrison was now on foot, and a sally was deter- 
mined on, in order to take the assailants in flank ; 
but the Turks were not equal to such a move- 
ment, and were driven back with slaughter; the 
sortie had, however, the good effect of obliging 
the enemy to expose themselves above their pa- 
rapet, so that the flanking fire of the ships killed 
or dispersed the small number remaining on the 
lodgment in the tower. 

"Sunset was now approaching: a group of 
generals and aides-de-camp were standing on 
Richard Cceur de lions mount, amongst whom 
Buonaparte was distinguishable in the centre of 
a semicircle, gesticulating, and by his movements 
indicating a renewal of the attack, when a mas- 
sive column appeared advancing to the breach 
with solemn step. The Pasha's decision was 
not to defend it, but to let a certain number 
in and then close with them. This was Sir 
Sidney Smith s plan of operation, who taught the 
Turks, on all occasions, to close with the re- 
publicans, and attack them with their sabres; 
which they did, with comparatively little loss tq 
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themselves, for by rushing upon them suddenly, 
they did not give them time to fire a second 
round. To bring them to this pitch of daring, 
Sir Sidney had himself on many occasions 
led them out to the ditch, trench, and bush fight- 
ing, the Turks and Arabs following him with 
enthusiasm." 

The attacking column was thus allowed 
to mount the breach, and descend unmolested 
from the rampart to the 'Pasha's garden, where in 
a few minutes the bravest and most advanced 
among them lay headless corpses, the sabre, with 
the addition of a dagger in the other hand, proving 
more than a match for the bayonet ; the rest re- 
treated precipitately, and their commanding officer, 
General Lannes, was with difficulty carried off, 
wounded, and General Bambaud was killed. This 
was the concluding scene of what had been a 
continuous struggle for more than twenty-five 
hours, and both parties were now so fatigued as 
to be unable to move. 

Every division of the besieging force having 
in turn failed in their daily efforts to mount 
the breach, with the loss of their bravest men 
and three-fourths of their officers, Buonaparte 
recalled General Klebei's division, which had 
been sent towards the fords of Jordan. He 
hoped much from this division, as it had by 
its firmness and steady front kept upwards of 
10,000 men in check during a whole day on the 
plain between Nazareth and Mount Tabor. Be* 
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fore, however, this force had arrived, the Chifflick 
regiment, under Hassan Bey, who on the day of 
their landing had shown some want of firmness, 
tad had been in consequence censured, and were 
anxious to retrieve their lost honour, had made a 
sortie by night with such ardour and resolution 
that they mastered the third parapet, and spiked 
four of the guns before they retreated. Kleber's 
division, therefore, instead of mounting the breach, 
was on its arrival obliged to expend its time and 
Strength in recovering these works, and only suc- 
ceeded, after a conflict of three hours, in restoring 
matters to their previous state, with a consider-* 
able loss of men. 

Now follows the closing scene of this eventful 
history. The fourteenth assault was made by 
Kleber s grenadiers, who, proud of their recent 
triumph at Mount Tabor, advanced to the trenches 
under a shower of balls. u If St. Jean d'Acre is 
not taken this evening/ 1 said one of [the colonels, 
"be assured Venoux is slain." He kept his 
word; the fortress held out, and the gallant 
speaker's body remained at the foot of the walls. 
Again the massy column was permitted unmo- 
lested to mount the breach, but only to prove 
again that the sabre and the dagger were 
superior to the bayonet. The slaughter was 
terrific ; General Bon was killed, and numbers 
of the officers of the staff were wounded. 
Buonaparte, who, standing on the breaching bat- 
tery, had followed the movement with his glass, 
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and with, attention, so riveted that he did not 
iiotice the fall of several members of his staff by 
the balls from the fortress, now judging the ob* 
stacles to be insurmountable, ordered a retreat : 
and thus finished the siege of St Jean d' Acre ; for, 
although after this failure the army remained for 
more than a week before the fortress, the French 
grenadiers absolutely refused to mount the breach 
any more over the putrid bodies of their unburied 
companions — upwards of a thousand dead bodies 
lying in and about the breaches; and on the 21st 
May, after the opposing forces had been within 
a stone's throw of each other for two months, tha 
retreat commenced, and the siege was raised. Sir 
Sidney received the thanks of both Houses of 
Parliament for this service, and his officers their 
well-earned promotion from the Admiralty. 

During the continuance of the siege, an English 
seaman, who had been struck with the gallantry 
of a French officer who had fallen in one of the 
attacks, determined to give so brave an antago- 
nist the honours of burial, denied in most cases 
to the assailants* In the hottest of the fire he 
descended the breach with a pickaxe, and, un- 
mindful of the shower of missiles, proceeded 
steadily with his task. The French, perceiving 
his intention, withheld their fire, and the brave 
tar, having completed his object, returned unmo- 
lested to the garrison. 
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SWALLOW WITH REYNARD. 

His Majesty's ship Swallow, a brig of 1 6 guns, 
commanded by Commander Sibley, was in the 
year 1812 stationed off the French coast, near 
the small town of Frejus, for the purpose of 
harassing the French coasting trade ; and the 
skill and activity with which she had been 
handled had proved so annoying as to induce the 
authorities of that town to make eveiy exertion 
to destroy their foe. For this purpose the brig 
Keynard, armed with twenty 30-pounder carron- 
ades, and with a complement of eighty men, as- 
sisted by a schooner, mounting 1 6 guns, left the 
harbour on the 1 6th July, under a light favour- 
able breeze, with the avowed determination of 
bringing the Swallow into Frejus, or of perishing 
in the attempt. Notwithstanding that the force 
bearing down upon him was more than double 
that of his brig, while the wind was so light and 
the water so smooth as to deprive him of any 
advantage he might have derived from superior 
manoeuvring, Commander Sibley waited with 
confidence the attack of the two French vessels, 
which stood on until within fifty yards' distance, 
when the action was commenced by the Swallow 
discharging both broadsides simultaneously. Four 
times the enemy attempted to carry the brig by 
boarding, and in each attempt were repulsed with 
loss, while the Swallow's whole endeavours were 
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directed to getting between her opponents and 
their friendly coast, with the view of cutting off 
their retreat Her head braces, however, having 
been shot away, die failed in every attempt to 
wear under the Reynard's stern, and at length, 
after a sanguinary struggle of forty minutes' dura- 
tion, finding herself within gun-shot of the bat- 
teries on shore, which just then opened their fire 
upon her, the Swallow was reluctantly compelled 
to haul off, thus enabling her opponents to escape 
capture, by seeking the shelter of their own shores. 
Hie English brig was desperately cut up, both in 
hull and rigging, and out of her small comple- 
ment lost five men killed, and seventeen wounded. 
By information obtained from a French fishing- 
boat, it was subsequently ascertained that the 
French loss was much greater; the Reynard 
having had her side nearly stove in, while 150 
men were killed and wounded, either in her or 
the schooner. The little town of Frejus itself 
was a scene of mourning, from the number of 
deaths which had occurred amongst those of the 
inhabitants of the place who had volunteered 
their services in the anticipated triumph. The 
Swallow had suffered most from the fire of the 
schooner, which, during the contest between the 
two brigs, had been enabled to take up a most 
annoying position almost with impunity. Sir E. 
Pellew, in reporting this action to the Admiralty, 
states that he has noticed Commander Sibley^ 
distinguished conduct by appointing him to the 
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Blossom, a post ship, A private letter of the day 
gives many details of this affair, from which 
great credit appears to attach to Mr. Ryan, the 
purser. Early in the action this officer's hat 
had been knocked off by a shot, and he fell appa* 
rently mortally wounded. His servant, an old 
marine, took him up in his arms, and was carry- 
ing him below, but before he got on the ladder 
Mr. Ryan, who had suffered no real injury, re- 
covered sufficiently to ask whither he was taking 
him ; on hearing that it was to the cockpit, he 
desired his weeping servant to take him back 
again, as he was unhurt, and the blood with 
which he was covered was not his own. An 
officer in command of some of the guns having 
had his leg taken off by a shot, Mr. Ryan suc- 
ceeded to the charge, desired the men to load 
with double canister, and not to fire a gun until 
he told them. They had at that time 64 lbs. of 
small shot in every gun, and the men were " mad 
to fire but he said he would not fire a gun 
until he rubbed their muzzles against her sides. 
With that, as they were close alongside, he or- 
dered a bag of musket-balls to be put into the 
mouth of each gun, and as each bag held 32 lbs., 
each gun had now thus 96 lbs. of shot in it. Ac- 
cording to all modern rules of science, such over- 
loading, though of frequent occurrence in the late 
war, is detrimental to the effect of the broadside; 
but in the present instance it is stated that, after 
the guns were discharged, the volley proved so 

L 
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effective that not a Frenchman was to be seen 
on deck, and the Reynard made every effort to 
escape from the deadly combat. 

The following melancholy narrative is extracted 
from the same authority: — 

" In this gallant and sanguinary action there 
was a seaman named Phelan who had his wife 
on board ; she was stationed (as is usual when 
women are on board in time of battle) to assist 
the surgeon in the care of tiie wounded. 

"From the close manner in which the Swallow 
engaged the enemy, yard-arm and yard-arm, the 
wounded, as may be expected, were brought be- 
low very fast ; amongst the rest, a messmate of 
her husband's (consequently of her own) who had 
received a musket-ball through his side. Her ex- 
ertions were being used to console the poor fellow, 
who was in great agonies and nearly breathing his 
last, when by some chance she heard her husband 
was wounded on deck; her anxiety and already 
overpowered feelings could not one moment be 
restrained ; she rushed instantly upon deck and 
received the wounded tar in her arms ; he faintly 
raised his head to kiss her; she burst into a flood 
of tears, and told him to take courage, as 6 all 
would yet be well but had scarcely pronounced 
the last syllable when a shot took her head off. The 
poor fellow, who was closely wrapt in her arms, 
opened his eyes once more, and then closed them 
for ever. What rendered the circumstance more 
affecting was, the poor woman had only three 
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weeks before given birth to a fine boy, who was 
thus in a moment deprived of both father and 
mother. As soon as the action was over, and 
nature again began to take its course, the feelings 
of the sailors, who wanted no unnecessary incite- 
ment to stimulate them, were all interested for 
poor Tommy, for so he was called. Many said, 
and all feared, he must die ; they all agreed that 
he should have a hundred fathers, but what 
could be the substitute for a nurse and a mother? 
However, the 'mind of humanity soon discovered 
there was a Maltese goat on board, the property 
of the officers, which gave an abundance of milk, 
and, as there was no better expedient, she was 
resorted to for the purpose of suckling the child, 
who, singular to say, is thriving and getting one 
of the finest little fellows in the world; and so 
tractable is his nurse, that she lies down when 
little Tommy is brought to be suckled by her. 
Phelan and his wife were sewed up in one ham- 
mock, and it is needless to say were buried in 
one grave." 



SIB NESBIT JOSIAH WILLOUGHBY. 

Sir N. Willoughby, who has so lately departed 
from the scene of earthly fame, was one of those 
men from whose breast all idea of danger seems 
to have been banished. Those to whom the 
veteran's person was familiar must recollect that 

L 2 
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his maimed body bore the marks of many a fight, 
and of him it may truly be said that he squan- 
dered himself away in his country's cause. From 
his first entry into the service he seems to have 
been distinguished by his daring, and an apparent 
contempt of danger. At the battle of Copenhagen 
he boarded the Provestein, under a heavy fire 
from her lower-deck guns, and, with only thirty 
men, succeeded in keeping possession of her under 
the most trying circumstances, It was his " un- 
common exertion and professional ability" that 
saved the 900 souls on board the French frigate 
Clorinde from the destruction which threatened 
them at Cape Francois, from the blacks, under 
Dessalines. At Curagoa* in 1804, he had charge 
of the advanced batteries, and, in order to encou- 
rage his men under the tremendous fire that was 
kept up, he took his meals in the most exposed 
situation. The earth was ploughed up all 
around, and one man we believe was killed 
close to the spot ; but still the table and chair of 
the daring young officer who sat there remained 
untouched. On one occasion Lieutenant Samuel 
Perrott, RM., was induced to seat himself in the 
chair ; scarcely had he done so when a shot came, 
took off his left arm, badly wounded the knee 
upon which it had been resting, and knocked the 
table to atoms. 

At the same place, with a party of eighty-five 
seamen and marines, Mr. Willoughby defeated 
500 French and Dutch after a severe fight, losing 
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twenty-three killed and wounded, and on the 
ultimate retreat of the attacking force from the 
island, he had the satisfaction of being the last to 
leave, as he had been first to land, destroying Fort 
Piscadero, of which he had commanded the storm- 
ing party on the day of landing. On one occa- 
sion, while on the sick list, his ship, the Hercule, 
was caught in a fearful hurricane, and while the 
stoutest seamen stood appalled, Mr. Willoughby 
mounted to the top to clear away the wreck of 
the fore-topmast, thus saving the ship. At the 
destruction of the unfortunate Ajax, off Tenedos, 
his boat dared everything to save the sufferers 
from the burning wreck, Mr. Willoughby having 
been severely scorched by the flames ; and a few 
weeks after, in a desperate attack on a party who 
had sheltered themselves in a convent, he was so 
severely wounded as to be officially reported by 
the surgeon to be mortally hurt; he had been 
struck by two pistol-balls, one of which entered 
his head in the direction of the brain, where it 
remained during his lifetime, while the other cut 
his cheek in two. These services, with others 
far too many for our enumeration, bring us down 
to his proceedings at the Isle of France, upon 
Which soil he first made those hostile movements 
which, after such romantic variety and change of 
fortune, ended in its remaining a British posses- 
sion* Captain Willoughby, then in command of 
the Nereide, landed at Jacotel on the 1st May, 
1810, with 105 officers and men, under a most 
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destructive fire, and, having stormed a battery, 
proceeded to attack a guard-house defended by 
troops and militia; this he also succeeded in 
carrying, and afterwards crossing a river, half 
swimming and half wading, captured another bat- 
tery at the summit of a hill, taking the enemy's 
colours. The troops he had driven back having 
been reinforced by large parties of militia, ad* 
vanced with confidence to cut him off from his 
boats ; but the undaunted Willoughby completely 
turned the tables upon them, for, making a rapid 
advance as if he intended cutting off their retreat, 
they, already disheartened by previous defeats, 
lost all courage, and retired pell-mell, leaving him 
to reimbark in safety and unmolested. In con- 
sequence of this gallant achievement^ Captain 
Willoughby's acting post rank in the Nereide 
was confirmed by the Admiralty. At this 
tame the English force in those seas con- 
sisted of five frigates, three of which blockaded 
Port Louis, where the French frigates Astree, 
Manche, and Venus, with a corvette, were then 
lying, while the Nereide, with one of the others, 
was employed in desultory expeditions upon the 
coast. The boats of these two frigates having suc- 
ceeded in capturing Isle de la Passe, a small island 
off Grand Port, Captain Willoughby, who was left 
in sole charge, proceeded from that stronghold to 
harass the enemy's coasts, and while so employed 
he discovered two French frigates, Bellona and Mi- 
nerve, and the Victor corvette, passing the island. 
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Knowing how important it was to prevent the 
junction of these vessels with those blockaded in 
Port Locus, Capt. Willoughby, who had obtained 
possession of their signals, hoisted French colours, 
and succeeded in decoying them into Grand 
Port, As the ships passed, the Nereide and the 
Fort upon Isle de la Passe, shifting their flags 
to English, opened a fire upon the foremost — * 
the Victor,^ — which struck ; upon discovering his 
mistake, the French Commodore made a signal 
to his squadron to come to the wind; but it was 
too late, and, finding himself unable to retreat, he 
determined on the bolder course of forcing his 
way into the harbour ; and this he succeeded in 
effecting, the vessel that had struck running in 
with him, and the whole squadron came safely to 
their moorings under the protection of their own 
batteries. Having secured his enemy in this 
species of trap, Captain Willoughby sent intelli- 
gence of the event to his consorts, and was soon 
joined by three of them — Sirius, Iphigenia, and 
Magicienne; and Captain Pym, the senior officer, 
decided on attacking the three French ships in 
their harbour. The Nereide was selected to lead, 
which Captain Willoughby did with his accus- 
tomed gallantry; but the other ships failing from 
accidental circumstances in taking up their al- 
lotted positions, the Nereide was placed unsup- 
ported close abreast the French Commodore. 
What followed was a scene of defeat and bloodshed, 
and after a lengthened struggle, the Nereide, with 
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a loss of 230 persons killed and wounded (in- 
cluding the Captain), out of 281, and with her hull 
riddled from end to end, struck her colours. The 
Sirius and Magicienne were destroyed by their 
own crews, to prevent their falling into the 
enemy's hands; and the Iphigenia surrendered a 
few days after, with the garrison of Isle de la 
Passe, to the French squadron, now reinforced by 
those from Port Louis. The subsequent events, 
and how Commodore Rowley in his single frigate 
succeeded in winning ship after ship from the 
French, and again obtained a superiority of 
force, is matter of history. Captain Willoughby, 
when recovered from his Wounds, and acquitted 
by court-martial, which was of opinion "that 
the Nereide had been carried into action in a 
most judicious, officer-like, and gallant manner," 
seems to have been so enamoured of fighting 
that, in the following year, he volunteered into 
the service of Russia. Here he was taken prisoner 
by the French, owing to his generosity in giving 
up his horse to some wounded Russian soldiers, 
and thus he became involved in all the horrors 
of the retreat from Moscow, and remained a 
prisoner until the peace. Such was Sir Nesbit 
Willoughby, whose peculiarities had obtained for 
him the nickname of "fighting Willoughby/' and 
whose utter disregard of sel£ fearlessness, and 
exalted devotion to his country, are unsurpassed 
in the records of the Navy* 
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LIEUTENANT YEO IN MUROS BAY. 

The following interesting account of the late 
Sir James Lucas Yeo's gallant action in Muros 
Bay, when he was lieutenant of her Majesty's 
ship Loire, is taken almost verbatim from the 
official dispatch in which Captain Maitland an- 
nounces the event. Information having reached 
the Loire that a privateer of 26 guns was fitting 
out at Muros, Captain Maitland, who, as a 
lieutenant of the "Kingfisher, had been in the bay, 
and had a feint recollection, although, as it turned 
out, a very imperfect one, of the localities, thought 
it practicable either to bring her out or destroy 
her. The Loire was consequently prepared for 
engaging at anchor, and all the officers and men 
who could be spared from working the guns and 
anchoring the ship, fifty in number, were ap- 
pointed, under Lieutenant Yeo, to land and storm 
the fort, of the strength of which a very incorrect 
idea had been formed. On the morning of the 
4th June, 1805, the sea-breeze setting in, the 
ship stood in for the bay ; but before rounding 
the point they were much annoyed by a battery 
of two guns, which opened a fire upon the ship. 
Captain Maitland therefore desired Mr. Yeo and 
his party, who were already in the boats, to push 
on shore and spike the guns ; reminding the men 
in a short speech that it was the anniversary of 
their Sovereign's birth, and that for his sake, as 
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well as their own credit, their utmost exertions 
must be used. Though such injunctions were un- 
necessary, there is no doubt but that they had 
great effect in animating the spirits of the men, 
in whose boldness and resolution every confidence 
was placed Having landed under the battery 
at the point, agreeably to the orders he had re- 
ceived, Lieutenant Yeo met with no resistance, 
for the soldiers quitted on their approach. Mean- 
time the Loire stood further m, and opening the 
bay more fully, discovered a very long corvette 
of 26 ports apparently ready for sea, and a large 
brig of 20 ports in a state of fitting; but as they 
neither of them fired, Captain Maitland came tQ 
the conclusion that they had not their guns on 
board, and that nothing remained to occupy his 
attention but a heavy fort, which at that moment 
opened to their view, and at the same time began 
a wonderfully well-directed fire, almost every 
shot taking effect on the hull. Hopeful for the 
result, but anticipating a very warm engagement, 
the Loire was anchored with a spring upon her 
cable, and the firing was commenced ; but the 
honours of the capture were not for the ship, for 
although their fire was admirably directed, the 
enemy were so completely covered by their em- 
brasures as to render the grape almost ineffectual, 
and the whole merit of the success must be attri- 
buted to Lieutenant Jeo and the small party on 
shore. This officer having, as already stated, ob- 
tained possession of the battery on the point, had 
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hardly completed spiking the guns, when, at the 
distance of a quarter of a mile, he perceived for 
the first time a regular fort, ditched, and with a 
gate, which the enemy fortunately, not suspect- 
ing their landing, had neglected to secure. Ob- 
serving the heavy fire opened from it upon the 
ship, and judging it practicable to carry it by 
storm, Mr. Yeo, without waiting for orders, con- 
fident in the determined bravery of the officers 
and men under his orders, called upon them to 
follow him, and in a very short time reached the 
outer gate, when the French sentinel fired and 
retreated into the fort. The attacking party en- 
tered together with him, and at the inner gate 
were opposed by the governor with such Spanish 
troops as were in the town and the crews of the 
French privateers. 

From the testimony of the prisoners as well as 
our own men, it appears that Mr. Yeo was the 
first who entered the fort, and with one blow laid 
the governor dead at his feet and broke his own 
sabre in two ; the other officers were dispatched 
by such officers and men of the English as were 
most advanced and the narrowness of the gate 
would permit to push forward ; the remainder 
instantly fled to the farther end of the fort, and 
many were seen from the ship to leap from the 
embrasures, a height of above 25 feet ; such as 
laid down their arms received quarter, but the 
slaughter among those who resisted was very 
great. Nothing could withstand the seamen and 
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marines, and to their credit as Englishmen, as 
well as their profession, the instant the fort was 
in their possession, and the guns spiked, they 
seemed to vie with each other who could be the 
first to relieve and assist the poor wounded pri- 
soners, who were lying in numbers in different 
parts of the fort; and their humanity was repaid 
by the gratitude expressed by the sufferers' friends 
when they came down to take them away. In- 
deed, greatly to the credit of the ship's company, 
the bishop and one of the principal inhabitants 
went off to the Loire, to express their gratitude 
for the orderly behaviour of the men — there not 
being one instance of pillage — and to make offers 
of every refreshment the place afforded. As soon 
as the British flag was displayed on the fort, Cap- 
tain Maitland took possession of the Confiance 
French privateer, the Belier, 20-gun brig, and a 
Spanish merchant brig in ballast; then, hoisting a 
flag of truce, he informed the inhabitants of the 
town that, if they would deliver up such of the 
ships' stores as were on shore, there would be no 
further molestation. The proposal was thankfully 
agreed to ; but as there was a large body of 
troops in the vicinity, it was not deemed advis- 
able to allow the people to remain long enough 
on shore to embark the guns. On inspecting the 
brig, she was found not to be in a state to be re- 
moved, and was therefore set fire to and burnt to 
the water's edge, and the Confiance remained the 
only trophy of their successful enterprise. 
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In this attack there was no loss of life on the 
part of the victors. Mr. Yeo and four of the 
shore party were wounded, and eleven of those 
who remained on board ; while of the Spaniards, 
the governor, a Spanish gentleman who had vo- 
lunteered, the second captain of the Confiance, and 
nine others, were killed, and thirty, including most 
of the officers of the Confiance, wounded ; the 
number of killed and wounded being nearly equal 
to the whole number of their assailants. 



BATTLE AND SHIPWRECK. 

The following incident in the life of Captain 
Henry Inman affords an instance not only of 
what the British sailor is capable in the more 
exciting hour of battle, but also evidences his 
undaunted courage and unwearied perseverance in 
the more trying, because less honour-bearing, scene 
of danger from shipwreck. Captain Inman was, 
at the date of which we are now speaking, first 
lieutenant of the Hector, one of Sir G. Rodney's 
fleet in the victory of 12th April, 1782, She 
was an old 7 4 -gun ship, and had been much 
battered and mutilated in that engagement ; so 
much so, indeed, that it was found necessary, 
before she sailed from Jamaica for England, to 
take out twenty-two of her guns. Her masts 
had also been replaced by others of smaller 
dimensions, and her short complement of men 
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amounted to only 300, most of whom were 
invalids from the fleet, with their constitutions 
shattered by the attacks of a West Indian 
climate. Under the foregoing circumstances, 
and having, from her miserable condition and bad 
sailing, parted company with the remainder of 
the fleet, it was her fortune, on the evening of 
the 5th September, 1782, to fell in with two 
French frigates, L'Aigle and Le lion, each 
mounting 40 or 44 guns, and having a comple- 
ment of 300 men, exclusive of a great number of 
land officers and troops. The disabled state of 
the Hector was quickly perceived by the frigates, 
which, instantly bearing down and placing them- 
selves one upon the beam and another upon the 
quarter, commenced a furious cannonade. A most 
gallant resistance was made; but the slackness of 
the Hector's fire, and the slowness of her move* 
ments, gave the enemy frequent opportunities of 
raking her. Confident in their numbers, they at 
length attempted to carry the English ship by 
boarding, but were nobly repulsed with great 
slaughter, and after an action of six hours with 
this crippled ship, they were compelled to seek 
safety in flight, indebted for their preservation 
only to the disabled state of the Hectors masts; 
indeed, they had been so severely handled that 
both fell an easy capture to our cruisers before 
they reached their appointed station. Forty-six 
of the Hector s crew were either killed or 
wounded in this engagement, and Captain 
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Bourchier, the commanding officer, received so 
severe a wound in the early part of it, that he 
was under the necessity of going below, and, 
excepting the first lieutenant, Mr. Inman, on 
whom the command of the ship devolved, every 
officer whose health had enabled him to appear 
on deck received some injury. 

The damages which the Hector had sustained 
in the action were prodigious; her previously 
crazy hull was almost torn to pieces, whilst her 
masts, rigging, and sails were rendered almost 
useless by the shot Her emaciated and enfeebled 
crew had performed prodigies of valour, but they 
had yet to encounter calamities more serious, 
and an ordeal more trying. A few days after 
the action a tremendous storm arose, in which 
the Hector lost her rudder and all her masts, and 
the leaks increased to such an extent that a great 
quantity of her provisions and fresh water were 
totally spoiled. Her dangerous situation now 
imperiously demanded the exertions of every 
individual on board; but to keep the pumps con- 
stantly going was a task greatly beyond the 
ordinary powers of the sickly and deficient crew 
to perform. Physical suffering had so enfeebled 
the men who, but a few days before, under the 
excitement of battle, had dared everything against 
fearful odds, that Lieutenant Inman, for the 
safety of the whole, was reduced to the neces- 
sity of resorting to his pistols to enforce com- 
mands at a time when bodily exertion was almost 
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worse than death .itself. Numbers of the crew 
were so exhausted, and so completely worn out 
by incessant fatigue, that they dropped into the 
arms of death while in the performance of these 
enforced duties; while others, on being relieved, 
lay down amidst the torrent of waters , thrown 
up by the pumps, until they were again aroused 
to their unwelcome task. To beings in this 
situation, life could have no charm; yet the force 
of rigid discipline still had power, and for a fort- 
night, entreaties, commands, and threats, in turn, 
kept the crew to their duty. We can scarce 
picture to ourselves the feelings of the officer who, 
while he thus witnessed the sure and certain 
approach of the destruction of his ship and men, 
gradually finds the stimulus to which necessity had 
thus compelled him to resort fail of its desired 
effect. For a fortnight Lieutenant Inman had 
not enjoyed an hour's repose. In the breasts of 
the few on board who were not absolutely indif- 
ferent to life, hope was nearly extinct, some of 
the men preferring — nay, even courting — death 
to a continuance of their hardships. At this time 
the only remaining sail had been drawn under 
the ship, in the forlorn hope of diminishing the 
influx of water through the gaping seams, but 
without the slightest effect ; the decks were 
sinking, and some of the beams of the orlop- 
deck had actually fallen into the hold. The sick 
died in great numbers, and the small 'quantity of 
spirits, which for some time had kept the re- 
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reminder of the crew from perishing, was now 
exhausted, and for four days they were reduced 
to the deplorable necessity of existing without 
spirits or water. At length, when hope was 
almost fled, a sail was providentially seen, and 
life, so lately an object of indifference, was all at 
once desirable. It is on such occasions that 
every link of nature is more firmly riveted than 
before, and the idea of friends, and of all that is 
dear, rushes upon the mind, and the chain that 
binds us to the .world, so lately broken, is again 
complete. The gallant lieutenant, whose un- 
tiring courage still held out, now again found an 
active impulse to invigorate the minds of the 
crew ; the pumps were once more manned and 
worked with alacrity, till the approaching vessel 
came within hail. She was the Hawke, of 
Dartmouth, commanded by Captain John Hill, 
to whom the situation of the Hector was no 
sooner made known than, without waiting to 
calculate risks, and the danger he might bring 
upon his own crew by receiving so many addi- 
tional hands, for whom it would be necessary 
to find provision, he applied himself to their 
relief and, remaining by the Hector all night, in 
the morning took Captain Bourchier and the sur- 
vivors, 200 in number, on board his vessel. 
Lieutenant Inman saw every man out of the 
Hector before he quitted her, and in ten minutes 
after she went down. An escape more provi- 
dential or more critical cannot easily be con- 
ic 
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oeived. For the accommodation of the men thus 
rescued, Captain Hill had been compelled to 
throw the greater part of his cargo overboard, 
and the Hawke was so overcrowded that it was 
necessary to make and strictly enforce a regula- 
tion, that only a small portion of her new inmates 
should be allowed on deck at the same time; 
but the evil most to be dreaded was famine, as 
the provisions that had been laid in for her own 
small crew afforded but a scant supply to the 
greatly-increased numbers. A suitable ration of 
meat and half a pint of water was, consequently/ 
the allowance of each man daily, and at this rate 
of issue the last cask of water was broached 
when land appeared, and the wind proving 
favourable, they reached St. John's, Newfound- 
land the same evening. The scarcity of water 
had been, indeed, so great as to overcome all 
feelings of nicety, for on one occasion, when the 
allowance of Lieutenant Inman, his black servant, 
and one other, had been served out, the black by 
some accident put one of his feet into the pan 
where the allowance was, when, to prevent loss, 
the stocking, which had been for some time un- 
changed, was wrung back into the pan, in order 
to save every drop of so precious an article. On 
landing, all the inhabitants vied in their hospi- 
tality to their distressed visitors; and the seamen, 
who looked upon Lieutenant Inman as their pre- 
server, chaired him through the streets of St. 
John's, amidst the cheers of the populace. 
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A few years after, Captain Inman, at that 
time in command of the Aurora, had again an 
opportunity of displaying the same qualities of 
presence of mind and courage. He had been sent 
from Corsica to Gibraltar with a large number 
of French prisoners — far exceeding his own crew, 
when a plot was formed amongst them to rise 
against their captors, which was only checked by 
the betrayal of their plans to the Captain, Pre- 
cautions were in consequence adopted, and on the 
French Colonel who conducted the conspiracy 
coming on deck, the gunner, by previous ar- 
rangement, presented his pistol at his head with 
the object of blowing out his brains; it missed 
fire, the Colonel escaped with his life, and the 
rest retreated. The ringleaders were put in 
irons, and all were confined in smaller parties, 
but they continued exceedingly noisy and turbu- 
lent, and previously to the ship's arrival at Gib- 
raltar had bored a hole in her bottom, hoping 
to be able to master the crew while employed 
at the pumps in saving the vessel. 

Fortunately the Aurora reached her port in 
safety, though at the cost of great labour to her 
crew, when, as a just punishment for the mis- 
chievous conduct of the Frenchmen,, she was 
placed under the batteries in a depth of water 
just sufficient to allow her to sink without risking 
her eventual loss. The British officers and crew 
were all sent on shore, and the Frenchmen were 
told that they must find the remedy for their 
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own works. They at first refused to work, nor 
until the water came up to their middles did 
they make any effort to save themselves; the 
prospect of death, however, aroused their ener- 
gies, and they applied to the pumps with great 
activity; but it cost them several days of hard 
labour before the leak was got under, and then they 
were delivered over to the garrison as prisoners, 
with a statement of their refractory conduct. 

Captain Inman was subsequently commodore 
off Dunkirk, when the Dart, Captain Campbell, 
under his orders, gallantly brought the Desir^e 
out of that harbour, — a feat which has been already 
told, — and in Sir Robert Calder s action com- 
manded the Triumph. He died in the year 
1809, while Naval Commissioner at Madras. 



SBRAPIS AND PAUL JONES. 

Paul Jones, whose name is no doubt associated 
in the minds of most of our readers with that of a 
traitor and pirate, though almost, if not entirely, 
without justice, was the successful enemy before 
whose superior force British gallantry gave way 
in the action which I now proceed to narrate. 

This officer, a Scotchman by birth, had emi- 
grated, and early joined in the struggle for A me- 
rican independence. At a time when the Con* 
gress was almost without fleet and officers, his 
services proved very valuable. Placed in command 
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of a frigate squadron lent by the French Govern- 
ment to their American allies, the knowledge of 
the coast of England and Scotland, obtained in 
his early years, enabled him to harass our whole 
eastern seaboard with much effect. In Septem- 
ber, 1779, while this American squadron was 
<auising off Scarborough, Captain Pearson, of the 
Serapis, who, in company with the Countess of 
Scarborough, was acting as convoy to a fleet of 
merchant vessels, fell in with them off Flambo- 
rough Head. Captain Pearson's whole endear 
vours were directed to the safety of his charge, 
and, making the signal to his consort to join him, 
crowded all sail, working to windward, in order 
to put himself between them and the enemy's 
ships. As soon as he had effected this object, 
and having made out the enemy's force to 
consist of three large ships and a brig, he 
brought to, in order that the Countess of 
Scarborough might come up, and cleared his 
ship for action. At six o'clock, P.M., he had 
been able to make out that the approaching 
force consisted of a two-decked ship and two 
frigates ; but he had been unable to discern what 
colours they were under, so that when the largest 
9hip of the three brought to on his bow, within 
musket-shot, at about twenty minutes past seven, 
he had not ascertained her nationality. Captain 
Pearson, in consequence, hailed, and asked what 
ship it was? They answered, in English, the Prin- 
cess Royal He then asked where they belonged 
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to ? They answered evasively; upon which he 
told them that if they did not answer directly 
he would fire into them ; they answered with a 
shot, which was instantly returned with a broad- 
side. After the exchange of two or three broad- 
rides, the enemy's manoeuvres were directed to 
attempts to board the Serapis, but being re- 
pulsed, they sheered off; the two ships were 
very soon alongside each other again, head and 
stern, the fluke of the Serapis' spare anchor 
hooking on the other's quarter, while the muzzles 
of the guns, fore and aft, were touching each 
other. The Countess of Scarborough at first 
endeavoured to assist her consort, but, unable to 
distinguish the contending ships, and afraid of 
firing into the Serapis instead of the enemy, 
stood out to engage the attention of one of the 
frigates then coming up, and after an action of 
two hours, during which all her. braces and 
rigging had been shot away, and seven of her 
guns dismounted, was compelled, on the other 
frigate's ranging up on her opposite quarter, and 
preparing to pour in a broadside, to strike to 
her opponent, the 32-gun frigate Pallas, with 350 
men. Meantime the English frigate and her two- 
decked opponent remained locked to each other, 
from half-past eight until half-past ten o'clock ; 
during this time, from the great quantity and 
variety of combustible matter thrown upon the 
deck, chains, and, in short, into every part of the 
Serapis, she was on fire not less than ten or 
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twelve times, in different parts of the ship, and 
it was with the greatest difficulty and exertion 
imaginable, at times, that the crew were able to 
extinguish the flames. At the same time the 
largest of the two frigates (the other was engaged 
with the Scarborough) kept sailing round her, 
and raked her fore and aft, as opportunities of- 
fered, during the action, by which means almost 
^very man on the quarter and main decks was 
killed or wounded. About half-past nine, either 
from a hand grenade being thrown in at one of 
the lower-deck ports, or from some accident, 
a cartridge of powder was set on Are, the flames 
from which running from cartridge to cartridge, 
all the way aft, blew up the whole of the people 
and officers who were quartered abaft the 
main-mast, from which unfortunate circumstance 
all the after guns were rendered useless for 
, the remainder of the action, and the greater part 
of the people lost their lives. At ten o'clock 
cries for quarter proceeded from the enemy's ship, 
and they called out that they had struck. Hear- 
ing this, Captain Pearson hailed her Captain to 
know if he had struck, or if he asked for quar- 
ter, but no answer being made after he had re- 
peated the question two or three times, he called 
for the boarders and ordered them to board, 
which they did ; but the moment they were on 
the enemy's deck, they discovered a superior force 
lying in ambush, with pikes in their hands, ready to 
receive them, and were repulsed in the attack. The 
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men returned to their guns again, until half-past ten 
o'clock, when the enemy's frigate coming across her 
stern, again poured in a broadside, without the Se- 
rapis being able to bring a gun to bear upon her. 
.Further resistance with any prospect of success 
being now impracticable, Captain Pearson at length 
struck his well-defended colours, at the same 
moment that the main-mast went by the board. 
He himself and his first lieutenant were imme- 
diately escorted into the ship alongside, which 
proved to be the French (American-manned) ship, 
Bon Homme Eichard, of 40 guns and 375 men, 
commanded by Paul Jones; the other frigate 
which had engaged the Serapis was the Al- 
liance, of 40 guns and 300 men; and the third, 
which had engaged and taken the Countess of 
Scarborough, was, as already stated, the Pallas, of 
32 guns and 275 men, which, with the Ven- 
geance, an armed brig of 12 guns and 70 men, 
were all in the Congress service. 

On going on board the Bon Homme Eichard, 
Captain Pearson found her in the greatest dis- 
tress, her quarters and counter on the lower deck 
entirely driven in, and the whole of her lower- 
deck guns dismounted ; she was also on fire in 
two places, with six or seven feet water in the 
hold, which kept increasing on them all night 
and next day, till they were obliged to quit her, 
when she sunk, with a great number of her 
wounded people on board her. The Bon Homme 
Richard bad 306 men killed and wounded in 
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this action, and the loss of the Serapis was also very 
great, amounting to more than 49 killed and 
68 wounded. Although the loss of this ship was 
no doubt a great misfortune, yet Captain Pearson 
must have been consoled with the conviction that 
the ship was not given away, but that, on the 
contrary, every exertion had been used to defend 
her, while at the same time he had rendered two 
essential pieces of service to the country: the one 
in wholly oversetting the course and intentions 
of the flying squadron, thus deprived of their 
chief ship; the other in rescuing the whole of a 
valuable convoy from falling into the hands of 
an enemy. The Countess of Scarborough had 
four killed and twenty wounded. 

The reader may form some idea of the forces 
of Paul Jones, thus honourably, though unsuccess- 
fully encountered by Captain Pearson, when he 
is informed that the Government had previously 
fitted out a small squadron, under a rear ad- 
miral, for the special purpose of driving the 
American squadron, commanded by that despe- 
rate partizan, out of the British seas ; and the 
rear admiral thus selected was Sir John Lock- 
hart Boss, celebrated for his wholesale capture of 
enemy* s privateers, he having taken seven in one 
year, in his ship, the Tartar, of 28 guns and 200 
men, the last of which, the Melampe, of 36 
guns and 320 men, was captured after a chase of 
thirty hours, and a desperate engagement of three. 
In fact, his name alone struck terror into the 
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French, for it is stated that a privateer belonging 
to Bristol, called the King George, and comr 
manded by a Mr. Bead, having fallen in with an 
enemy's ship of far superior force during the 
night, and finding that the exigences of her si- 
tuation demanded the most prompt and vigorous 
exertions to preserve her from capture, her Com- 
mander spiritedly ran alongside the enemy, and 
hailing, commanded her to strike to the Tartar, 
Captain Lockhart, — a demand which, it is said, 
was without the smallest hesitation complied 
with. 



SIR THOMAS USSHER. 

A previous anecdote has brought this officer's 
name before my readers, and if full justice were 
done to his eventful career, these pages would 
be occupied with the deeds of Mr. Ussher, 
lieutenant Ussher, Commander Ussher, and 
Captain. Ussher. An action, however, while he 
was in command of the Redwing, demands 
more special notice — a notice which it received 
at the time from the Board of Admiralty, who in 
the following words communicated to Commander 
Ussher his promotion to post rank : — 

« "Admiralty, 24th May, 1808. 

" My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
Jiaving been pleased, as a reward for your 
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judicious and gallant conduct in his Majesty's 
service, to sign a commission promoting you 
to the rank of Post Captain, I have their Lord- 
ships command to' transmit you herewith the 
said commission, and at the same time to acquaint 
you that it is their direction you should for the 
present continue in command of the Bedwing. 

(Signed) " W. W. Pole." 
The particulars of the above service, as offi- 
cially reported, are as follows : — While cruising 
on the Spanish coast, the Bedwing, at daylight 
cm the 7th May, 1808, fell in with seven armed 
Spanish vessels, having twelve merchant ships 
under their convoy. The hostile armament, ex- 
clusive of the merchantmen, consisted in all of 
22 guns, and 271 men, while the British ship 
carried only sixteen 32-lb. carronades, and had 
a complement of 98 officers and men. The 
disparity was further increased by the enemy's 
having some long guns, viz., one 36-pounder, 
and seven 2 4 -pounders, and they had the ad- 
ditional advantage of smooth water and very 
light airs, — the description of weather in every 
respect favourable for the operations of ves- 
sels of the class now opposed to the Bedwing. 
As the enemy appeared very desirous of trying 
their strength, Commander Ussher was not the 
officer to disappoint them, and he immediately 
made sail to dose, and at the same time cut off 
their retreat to leeward* About seven o'clock, 
A.M., the Bedwing got within point-blank shot of 
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the enemy, who opened their fire, formed line, 
abreast, and swept towards her with resolution 
■and confidence, and with the apparent intention 
of carrying her by boarding. Aware how much 
depended upon his first fire, Captain Ussher di- 
rected all the guns to be carefully loaded with 
round shot, as well as grape and canister, and 
500 musket-balls in each, tied up in a bag. 
The best marksmen having been stationed at 
their respective guns, he gave orders that they 
should all be pointed at the Diligente, the Spanish 
Commodore, but the fire reserved until they were 
certain of hitting her. The boarding nettings 
were let down in order to encourage the Spa- 
niards to the attack, while every man of the Bri- 
tish was stationed in the most effective position. 
Thus prepared, the Redwing's crew gave three 
hearty cheers, which seemed to have the effect of 
daunting their hitherto boldly approaching foe, 
and caused them to back water until the Com- 
modore again urged them on. Again they ad- 
vanced, and when within pistol-shot, the Red- 
wing's broadside was delivered with prodigious 
effect, and as one gun; the shot all struck the 
Diligente at the water line, cutting her open fore 
and aft, so that after giving one or two heavy 
rolls, she turned over and went down with all 
on board. The same fate awaited the Boreas, 
a vessel of similar force and size to the Diligente, 
and in a short time two other vessels had also 
disappeared, they having pushed through a heavy 
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surf for the shore, thereby* sacrificing all their 
wounded men. Four of the merchant ships, 
following their example, were likewise sunk, 
while seven others and a mistico (an armed vessel 
of 4 guns and 20 men) were captured; and a 
felucca, of similar force to the mistico, one gun- 
boat, and one merchant vessel alone, of her nine- 
teen opponents, effected their escape. When the 
Boreas sunk, Captain Ussher dispatched his only 
boat to save as many of the Spaniards as possible; 
but the gun vessels disregarding the flag of truce 
which, for the sake of humanity, he had hoisted, 
and continuing their fire, compelled him to recall 
the gallant men he had sent to the rescue of 
their antagonists. In this affair the Redwing's 
loss was almost nominal, amounting to only one 
man killed, and two officers and one man 
wounded, while the Spaniards acknowledged to 
240 killed, drowned, and taken prisoners. 

This proof of British prowess and gallantry 
secured the high encomiums of Lord Colling- 
wood, who, acknowledging the receipt of the 
intelligence of this service, adds : — 

" I shall transmit to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty a detail of this gallant affair, 
to whom I make no doubt it will be as grati- 
fying as it is to me, as it affords another instance 
of that zeal and ability which have been so con- 
spicuously displayed by you for the good of his 
Majesty's service, and the annoyance of the 
enemy," &c. " Collingwood." 
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CUTTING OUT CHEVRETTE. 

In. July, 1801, the officers of the in-shore 
squadron of British frigates employed in watching 
the French and Spanish fleets, then blockaded in 
Brest Harbour, had observed the national corvette 
Chevrette lying under the protection of the 
batteries in Camaret Bay, in which situation she 
was considered as secure as if she had been lying 
in Brest Beads, the French having no conception 
that their enemies could attack her in that posi- 
tion. The Commander of the frigate squadron, 
however, formed a different opinion, and resolved 
on an attempt to cut her out ; with this object 
in view, the boats of the Doris and Beaulieu, 
manned by volunteers, and under the orders of 
Lieutenant Losack, proceeded, on the night of 
the 20th, on their desperate attempt to bring 
her out; but having been separated in the dark- 
ness, and part only having succeeded in reaching 
the entrance of the bay, where they remained on 
their oars till daylight, in momentary expect- 
ation of the arrival of the remainder, they were 
compelled to abandon their attempt, and had the 
additional mortification of observing that they 
had been seen from the corvette, which was thus 
made aware of their intentions. The enemy now, 
finding that his situation did not afford him 
that entire security from attack which he had 
supposed, moved further up the bay, mooring the 
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corvette dose under the batteries, and increasing 
her complement by troops from the shore, until 
it amounted to 400 men. Arms <and .ammu- 
nition were at the same time brought on deck, 
the guns were loaded to the muzzle, a gun-boat 
was moored at the entrance of the bay, and even 
temporary redoubts were thrown up on shore, 
at different points, to cover the ship. Having 
taken all these precautions against surprise, and 
for defence, the French displayed a large tri- 
ooloured flag over the British ensign, as a signal; 
of challenge and defiance. This last provocation 
was not wanting to rouse the English spirit of 
their opponents, already at the boiling point, and 
although they were now aware that a desperate* 
resistance might be anticipated, the volunteers 
only seemed more anxious to make the attempt, 
which required the greatest skill in its conduct* as 
well as daring in execution. When nightfall had 
arrived, the boats from the Robust, Beaulieu, Doris, 
and Uranie, manned, and under the orders, as 
before, of Lieutenant Losack, proceeded on their 
enterprise. In their eagerness, they advanced, 
too rapidly, and finding they had anticipated 
the hour named for the attack, lay to on 
their oars for some time. While thus de- 
tained, Lieutenant Losack, in his own boat, 
gave chase to a look-out boat from the shore, 
which it was deemed a matter of importance to 
intercept, and, carried away by the ardour of the 
pursuit, he had not rejoined his companions 
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when the proper time for action had arrived; 
every moment was now of importance, and lieu- 
tenant Maxwell, the second in command, deter- 
mined to proceed, and gave the signal for all the 
boats to follow him to the entrance of the bay, 
then about six miles distant. It was half-past 
twelve o'clock, A.M., and the moon was sink- 
ing below the horizon when .they reached it;, 
the wind, which during the early part of the 
night had blown into the bay, now died away, 
and left a perfect calm. The night being too 
far advanced to admit of further delay, and 
Lieutenant Losack being still absent, Lieutenant 
Maxwell decided on an immediate attack, in 
order to avoid a second disappointment; and, 
assuming the command, gave the necessary in- 
structions to the other boats. Just at this time, 
by extraordinary good fortune, a gentle breeze, 
auspicious of success, and animating the men 
to enthusiasm, again sprung up right into the 
bay. Lieutenant Maxwell seems to have profit- 
ed by the successful example afforded by the 
attack on the Hermione, and, following the 
same tactics, gave orders that, immediately 
on boarding, the smartest topmen should fight 
their way aloft, and cut the sails loose with 
their cutlasses, while a trusty few were chosen 
to sever the cables, and one of the best hands 
was selected to take the helm. These arrange- 
ments having been made, he gave the orders 
for a dash at the corvette. The sky being 
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clear, though the moon was set, they soon came 
in sight of the Chevrette, and were as quickly 
seen from her. A rapid hail was followed instan- 
taneously by a heavy fire of musketry, accom- 
panied by showers of grape from the great guns, 
while the batteries on shore opened on the boats 
at the same time. The boats of the Beaulieu 
advanced in the most gallant manner, nobly sup- 
ported by those of the Uranie, commanded 
by Lieutenant Neville, who stood up, cheer- 
ing and animating his men, while the bullets 
were flying about their heads like hail, many 
being killed or wounded before they came along- 
side. When they reached the vessel, the Beau- 
lieu's boats boarded on the starboard bow and 
quarter; the Uranie's, one of the Robust's, and 
one of the Doris's*, on the larboard; and notwith-: 
standing an obstinate resistance, in the course of 
which the assailants lost all their fire-arms, the 
boarding was effected sword alone in hand. 

The gallant topmen lost no time in carrying 
out their orders. Scrambling up with their cut- 
lasses, in spite of every obstacle, they executed the 
arduous service with inconceivable expedition, 
and in less than three minutes from the time 
the boats were alongside, in the very heat of 
the conflict, when almost half the British sailors 
were killed or wounded, and the enemy were three 

* The marines of the Doris boarded with their muskets strapped 
across their shoulders ; and as the fight was principally maintained 
between the quarter-deck and forecastle, the musket aad bayonet 
gave them great advantage over the sword and pistol. 

N 
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to one against them, down came the three topsails 
and courses, and the cable having been cut outside 
by the appointed party, the ship at the same time 
began to move. The prompt execution of these 
manoeuvres proved decisive; many of the French 
jumped overboard, others threw down their arms, 
while the remainder, having retreated below, 
kept up a constant fire of musketry from the main 
deck. The shore batteries still continued their 
heavy fire, and although the wind served long 
enough to take the victors out of reach of the mus- 
ketry, and safe from the danger of getting on shore, 
it again fell calm, and left them exposed to the 
32-lb. shot flying all around them. The engage- 
ment had lasted upwards of two hours before 
they were clear of the fire from the shore, the 
Frenchmen on the main deck all the time keep- 
ing up their discharge of small arms; but at 
length they also surrendered, having been threat- 
ened that no quarter would be given, if they 
maintained a useless resistance, and caused unne- 
cessary bloodshed. The dawn of morning dis- 
played a dreadful scene of carnage on board the 
corvette, while the combined fleets of France and 
Spain had the mortification of seeing one of their 
ships of war carried in their immediate presence, 
and from a position which they had deemed 
almost impregnable. The English lost 18 killed, 
57 wounded, and 1 missing; while the French 
lost 7 officers and 85 seamen and troops killed, 
and 5 officers and 57 seamen and troops wounded. 
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The unfortunate circumstance of Lieutenant 
Losack's absence led to much angry discussion, 
when Admiral Cornwallis, in filling up a com- 
mission to commander s rank, placed at his 
disposal by the Admiralty, named that officer for 
it. He was perhaps borne out in his decision by 
the report of the court of inquiry he had ap- 
pointed to investigate the " circumstances but 
indignation at Lieutenant Maxwell's slight, no 
one disputing the fact that he, at least, con- 
ducted the enterprise to its successful termination, 
was not allayed until a similar reward was 
bestowed on him by the Admiralty, for his dis- 
tinguished skill and bravery. One or two anec- 
dotes of individuals engaged in this daring 
exploit will serve as a sample of the stuff of 
which all were made. 

Mr. Brown, boatswain of the Beaulieu, after 
forcing his way into the Chevrette's quarter 
gallery, found the door planked up, and so 
securely barricadoed that all his efforts to 
force it were ineffectual : through the crevices of 
the planks he discovered a number of men in the 
cabin, armed with pikes and pistols, with which 
they annoyed him whilst attempting to burst in. 
He next tried the quarter, and after an obstinate 
resistance, gained the taffrail, and found the 
officer who commanded his party at this time 
fighting his way up a little further forward; for 
an instant, whilst looking round to see where he 
should make his push to rejoin him, he stood 

N 2 
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exposed, a mark to the enemy's fire, when waving 
his cutlass, he cried, " Make a lane there/' gal- 
lantly dashed among them, and fought his way 
forward until he reached his friends on the fore- 
castle, of which the men, animated by his exam- 
ple, soon cleared the enemy. Here Mr. Brown 
remained during the rest of the contest, not only 
repulsing the French in their frequent attempts 
to retake his post, but attending to the orders 
from the quarter-deck: he assisted in getting the 
ship's head round, and making sail, with as much 
coolness as though he had been on board the 
Beaulieu. 

Henry Wallis, Quarter Master of the Beaulieu, 
had been appointed by Lieutenant Maxwell 
to take the Chevrette's helm. This gallant 
seaman fought his way to the wheel, killing 
one or two of the enemy in his progress ; and 
although severely wounded in the contest, and 
bleeding, he steadily remained at his station, 
steering the Chevrette out until she was in safety 
from the fires of the batteries. On his officer s 
saying he was afraid his wounds were severe, 
the brave fellow said it was only a graze — a 
prick with a cutlass — and would not prevent him 
from going again on such another expedition, and 
wished it were the following night. He knew 
that another arduous and important service 
was in contemplation for the boats of the fleet, 
and, being among the volunteers from the Beau- 
lieu, concealed the state of his wounds, that he 
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might not be laid aside. This brave man had 
served nearly seven years in the ship, and con- 
stantly distinguished himself on every service of 
danger or difficulty that occurred. Was any ex- 
traordinary exertion required, Wallis was sure to 
be the foremost. If a man had Mien overboard, 
he was always fortunately in the way ; and during 
the time he belonged to the ship nearly a dozen 
men were indebted to him for their lives, which 
he had saved by plunging overboard, on one 
occasion, in a gale of wind, at the utmost hazard 
of his own. 

One of the topmen, selected to cut loose the 
sails, was wounded in the body and arm, while 
boarding. After they had gained a footing on 
deck, the commanding officer, observing him 
going aloft with his arm bleeding^ fast, desired 
him to wait while a tourniquet was put on ; the 
brave fellow refused, saying, it would be time 
enough when he had performed his duty. He per- 
severed, and did not descend until the sails were 
set. The enemy, among other precautions, having 
removed the foot ropes, he was obliged to crawl 
out along the yard, and the exertion while aloft 
occasioned his wounds to bleed so profusely that 
he fainted the instant he came down. Hap- 
pily, this meritorious seaman recovered. 
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A BRITISH SAILOR SCORNS AN ADVANTAGE. 

In the London Gazette of the 18th December, 
1769, the following singular and splendid trait 
of magnanimity and courage has been recorded, 
although the name of the hero has not been pre- 
served by Captain Dalrymple, from whose pub- 
lished account of the storm and capture of the 
Spanish Fort of St. Fernando de Omoo, on the 
Mosquito Coast, it has been extracted. 

It happened that, during the assault on this 
fort, which was taken by a well-concerted night 
attack, a sailor, who had scrambled over the 
walls, had in the confusion become separated 
from the main body of the assailants. Jack, like a 
true British tar, had provided himself with two 
cutlasses, one in each hand, in case of emergency, 
and, thus armed, met a Spanish officer, who, under 
the same circumstances of darkness and con- 
fusion, and suddenly roused from sleep, had 
rushed out unarmed. Our brave countryman 
without hesitation presented his opponent with 
one of the cutlasses, observing that he scorned to 
take any advantage of an enemy, and that now 
they were on equal terms. The Spaniard, amazed 
at this elevation of mind, yielded himself to so 
gallant a foe ; and Captain Dalrymple adds, that 
this incident gave them a very high idea of 
English valour. This intrepid fellow was re- 
warded by promotion to the rank of boatswain 
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by Admiral Sir Peter Parker ; but a few years 
after, in a fit of madness caused by intoxication, 
he struck the lieutenant of his ship, was tried by 
court-martial, sentenced, and executed. 



FIRST OF JUNE ANECDOTES. 

Of Lord Howe's great victory of the 1st of 
June several curious anecdotes have been pre- 
served, illustrative of the Admiral as well as of 
his humblest companions. This victory, one of the 
most important in our annals, as the first of that 
brilliant series which grace the naval history of 
the revolutionary war with France, gave such a 
tone and character to the British sailors that, 
confident in their own prowess, they began to 
consider defeat almost impossible. 

Partial actions having already occurred in the 
last days of May, on the morning of the first of 
June the French, confident in the superiority of 
their ships both in size and weight of metal, 
began to imagine that the English Admiral 
did not desire an action. The Rear-Admiral 
Neuilly, pointing out to Captain Troubridge, at 
that time a prisoner on board the Sans Pareil, 
our fleet sailing parallel to them, said, " Your peo- 
ple are not disposed to fight; they won't venture 
down." Troubridge, who had seen the signal 
flying for breakfast on board the ships of the 
British fleet, was at the time partaking of the 
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same meal, and, dropping the loaf he held, he 
placed his hand on the French officer's shoulder, 
saying, "Not fight! stop till they have had their 
breakfasts. I know John Bull well, and when 
his belly is full, you will get it. Depend on it, 
they will pay you a visit in half an hour/' In 
a few minutes after, the British fleet bore up to 
engage. During the action Troubridge was sent 
below; where for some time he leaned against 
the foremast. Suddenly he felt the vibration of 
the mast as it was struck by a shot, and heard 
it fall over the side, when, grasping the astounded 
Frenchman appointed to guard him with both 
hands, he began to caper about with all the 
gestures of a maniac. Lord Howe, in the Queen 
Charlotte, wished to be placed alongside the 
Montagne, the French Admiral's ship, and gave 
his orders to his master accordingly. As they 
approached the French line, it appeared so 
compact and close that a doubt was expressed 
whether they could get through; while closing 
with the Montagne, the master, who held the 
helm, called out that they would be on board 
the next ship. " What 's that to you, sir ?" said 
Lord Howe. Bowen, the master, as bold a man 
as his Admiral, replied coolly in an under tone, 
" If you don't care, I am sure I don't. I H go 
near enough to singe some of our whiskers." The 
Queen Charlotte dashed through the line, brushed 
the ensign of the French Admiral's (Villaret Joy- 
euse) flag-ship, on one side, grazing on the other 
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the Jacobin's mizen shrouds with her jib-boom, an 
exploit which has never been equalled, although 
approached by Collingwood at Trafalgar. The 
cannonade was tremendous, and our gunnery most 
effective. The broadside poured into the stern of 
the Montagne as the Queen Charlotte passed made 
a hole, said the sailors, large enough to row the 
Admiral's barge through it. Howe's masts were 
shot away as the Montagne ceased firing; this 
gave her the opportunity to make off to leeward. 
The Queen, Defence, Marlborough, Royal George, 
and Brunswick, were the only ships which, like 
Howe's, pushed through the enemy's line on 
that memorable and eventful day, on which not 
only the fate of England but perhaps of Europe 
depended. The Queen, in which Lord Gardner's flag 
was flying, was dreadfully cut up ; her Captain, 
Hutt, died of his wounds, and has a monument 
in St. Paul's. Gardner learned during the en- 
gagement that a near relative, to whom he was 
attached, was killed. He went on giving his 
orders in an unaltered tone ; but as the wind 
for a moment cleared off the smoke, marks of 
tears were on his face ; they were easily traced, 
for it was besmeared with smoke and powder. 
The Defence, Captain Gambier, not less dashing 
because he was good, got into the midst of the 
French ships, lost her main and mizen masts, 
and behaved in the most gallant manner. Cap- 
tain Berkeley, of the Marlborough, was carried 
off deck wounded, and the second lieutenant, 
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Seymour, afterwards Sir Michael, lost his arm. 
The ship was reduced to a wreck, but was 
fought to the last by lieutenant Monckton. 
While the bowsprit of the Impetueux was over 
the Marlborough's quarters, a sailor, leaping over, 
said he would pay them a visit. He was called 
to take a sword. "Ill find one there/' he said, 
and actually came back with two of the enemy's 
cutlasses in his hands. The Brunswick had a 
figure-head of the Duke, with a laced cocked-hat 
on; the hat was shot off. The crew thinking that 
a prince of that house should not be uncovered 
in the face of an enemy, sent a request to their 
Captain to supply the loss. He ordered his 
servant to give them his cocked-hat. The car- 
penter nailed it on, and there it remained until 
the battle was over. These incidents, amidst a 
terrific fire, paint our sailors as they were, and as 
they are. Harvey, the Captain of the Bruns- 
wick, died of his wounds. His brother, who 
commanded the Bamillies, seeing the Brunswick 
with three ships upon her, bore down to his 
relief and poured such a destructive fire into the 
Vengeur that, as the action was closing, this large 
seventy-four sank, swallowed by the waves. 
The firing had not ceased, but our boats were 
out to help the French crew ; nearly 300 were 
saved ; the remainder, amounting to about 400, 
perished, — not, as was said at the time, with shouts 
of "Vive la B^publique," but amidst the more 
natural shrieks for mercy. Thus, after little 
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more than one hour and a half, terminated this 
great battle ; and on the smoke clearing away, the 
English fleet found itself in possession of six of 
the enemy's line-of-battle ships — one more, the 
Vengeur, having sunk. 



LORD EXMOUTH AT WRECK OP DUTTON. 

From the life of Sir Edward Pellew, Lord 
Exmouth, whose good fortune it was to give to 
the British Navy the first prize of the revolution- 
ary war — the Cleopatra, and the last — the city 
of Genoa, and to have received the first and the 
last title of honour which had been conferred for 
naval services, there is no difficulty in selecting 
instances of gallantry, accompanied by daring, as 
well as approved by sound judgment ; but as almost 
all these anecdotes have hitherto been taken from 
incidents that occurred in the stirring scenes of ac- 
tive warfare, it will be as well to vary them with 
the account of what this truly good and brave man 
did in the cause of humanity — an action whose 
splendour his biographer, Mr. Osier, truly sayB, 
leaves all the others in the shade. On the 26th 
January, 1796, Captain Sir E. Pellew, then in 
the command of the Indefatigable, refitting in 
Plymouth Harbour, was driving with Lady Pellew 
to a dinner party, when he saw people running 
towards the Hoe, and learning it was a wreck, 
he left the carriage to take her on, and joined 
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the crowd. We will now take up the story in 
the words of Mr. Osier: — "Arrived at the beach, 
he saw at once that the loss of nearly all on 
board, between 500 and 600, was inevitable, 
without some one to direct them. The principal 
officers of the ship had abandoned their charge, 
and got on shore, just as he arrived on the beach. 
Having urged them, but without success, to 
return to their duty, and vainly offered rewards 
to pilots and others belonging to the port to 
board the wreck, for all thought it too hazardous 
to be attempted, he exclaimed, ' Then I will go 
myself!' A single rope, by which the officers 
and a few others had landed, formed the only 
communication with the ship, and by this he was 
hauled on board through the surf. The danger 
was greatly increased by the wreck of the masts, 
which had fallen towards the shore ; and he re- 
ceived an injury in the back which confined him 
to his bed for a week, in consequence of being 
dragged under the main-mast. But, disregarding 
this at the time, he reached the deck, declared 
himself, and assumed the command. He assured 
the people that every one would be saved if they 
quietly obeyed his orders; that he himself would 
be the last to quit the wreck, but that he would 
run any one through who disobeyed him. His 
well-known name, with the calmness and energy 
he displayed, gave confidence to the despairing 
multitude. He was received with three hearty 
cheers, which were echoed by the multitude on 
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shore, and his promptitude at resource soon 
enabled him to find and apply the means by 
which all might be safely landed. His officers, 
in the meantime, though not knowing that he 
was on board, were exerting themselves to bring 
assistance from the Indefatigable. Mr. Pellowe, 
first lieutenant, left the ship in the barge, and 
Mr. Thomson, acting master, in the launch; but 
the boats could not be brought alongside the 
wreck, and were obliged to run for the Barbican. 
A small boat belonging to a merchant vessel was 
more fortunate. Mr. Esdell, signal midshipman 
to the port Admiral, and Mr. Coghlan, mate of 
the (merchant) vessel, succeeded, at the risk of 
their lives, in bringing her alongside. The ends 
of two additional hawsers were got on shore, 
and Sir Edward contrived cradles, to be slung 
upon them, with travelling ropes to pass forward 
and backward between the ship and the beach. 
Each hawser was held on shore by a number of 
men, who watched the rolling of the wreck, and 
kept the ropes tight and steady. Meantime a 
cutter had with great difficulty worked out of 
Plymouth Pool, and two large boats arrived from 
the dockyard, under the directions of Mr. Hem- 
mings, the master attendant, by whose caution 
and judgment they were enabled to approach the 
wreck, and received the more helpless of the 
passengers, who were carried to the cutter. Sir 
Edward, with his sword drawn, directed the 
proceedings, and preserved order, a task the more 
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difficult, as the soldiers had got at the spirits 
before he came on board, and many were drunk. 
The children, the women, and the sick were the 
first landed. One of them was only three weeks 
old, and nothing in the whole transaction im- 
pressed Sir Edward more strongly than the 
struggle of the mother's feelings before she would 
intrust her infant to his care, or afforded him 
more pleasure than the success of his attempt to 
save it. Next, the soldiers were got on shore, 
then the ship's company, and finally Sir Edward 
himself who was one of the last to leave her. 
Every one was saved, and presently afterwards 
the wreck went to pieces." 

Nothing could equal the lustre of such an 
action, except the modesty of him who was the 
hero of it. Indeed, upon all occasions, forward 
as he was to eulogise the merits of his followers, 
Sir Edward was reserved, almost to a fault, upon 
everything connected with his own services. The 
only notice taken of the Dutton in the journal 
of the Indefatigable, is the short sentence, " Sent 
two boats to the assistance of a ship on shore in 
the sound and in his letter to Vice- Admiral 
Onslow, who had hoisted his flag at Plymouth a 
day or two before, he throws himself almost out 
of sight, and ascribes the chief merit to the 
officer who directed the boats : — 

"DEAR SIR, 

"I hope it happened to me this afternoon to be 
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serviceable to the unhappy sufferers on board the 
Dutton; and I have much satisfaction in saying 
that every soul in her was taken out before I left 
her, except the first mate, boatswain, and third 
mate, who attended the hauling ropes to the 
shore, and they eased me on shore by the haw- 
sers. It is not possible to refrain speaking in 
raptures of the handsome conduct of Mr. Hem- 
mings, the master-attendant, who, at the immi- 
nent risk of his life, saved hundreds. If I had 
not hurt my leg, and been otherwise much bruised, 
I would have waited on you; but hope this 
will be a passable excuse. — I am, with respect, 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

"Ed. Pellew." 

Services performed in the sight of thousands 
could not thus be concealed. Praise was lavished 
upon him from every quarter. The corporation 
of Plymouth voted him the freedom of the town. 
The merchants of Liverpool presented him with 
a valuable service of plate. On the 5th March 
following he was created a Baronet as Sir Edward 
Pellew, of Ireverry, and received for an honour- 
able augmentation of his arms a civic wreath, a 
stranded ship for a crest, and the motto " Deo 
adjuvante Fortuna sequatur." This motto, so mo- 
dest, and not less expressive of his own habitual 
feeling, was chosen by himself, in preference to 
one proposed which was more personally compli- 
mentary. 
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" Plymouth, Jan. 28, 179& 

" We have had a terrible succession of stormy 
weather of late. Thursday, immediately after 
dinner, I went to the Hoe, to see the Dutton 
East Indiaman, full of troops, upon the rocks di- 
rectly under the flag-staff of the citadel. She 
had been out seven weeks on her passage to the 
West Indies as a transport, with 400 troops on 
board, beside women, children, and the ship s 
crew ; and had just been driven back by stress 
of weather with a number of sick on board. 
You cannot conceive anything so horrible as the 
appearance of things altogether which I beheld 
when I first arrived on the spot. The ship had 
struck on sunken rocks, somewhat inclining on 
one side, and without masts or bowsprit standing, 
and her decks covered with soldiers as thick as 
they could possibly stand by one another, with 
the sea breaking in a horrible manner all around 
them ; and, what still added to the melancholy 
grandeur of the scene was the distress-guns, which 
were fired now and then, directly over our heads, 
from the citadel. When I first came to the spot, 
I found they had by some means got a rope with 
one end fast to the ship and the other held by 
people on shore, by which means they could 
yield as the ship swung. Upon this rope they 
had got a ring, which they could, by two smaller 
ropes, draw backwards and forwards from the ship 
to the shore. To this ring they had put a loop, into 
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which a man put his arms, and by this means, and 
holding by the ring with his hands, he supported 
himself hanging to the ring, while he was drawn 
on shore by the people there ; and in this manner 
I saw a great many drawn on shore. But this 
proved a tedious work ; and though I looked for 
a long time, yet the numbers on deck were ap- 
parently undiminished ; besides, from the motion 
of the ship by rolling on the rocks, it was not 
possible to keep the rope equally stretched; and 
from this cause, as well as from the sudden rising 
of the waves, you would at one time see a poor 
wretch hanging ten, or twenty feet above the 
water, and the next you would lose sight of him 
in the foam of a wave, although some escaped 
better. But this was a scheme which the women 
and the helpless, and many of the sick, could not 
avail themselves o£ I observed with some ad- 
miration the behaviour of a captain of a man-of- 
war, who seemed interested in the highest degree 
for the safety of these poor wretches. He ex- 
erted himself uncommonly, and directed others 
what to do on shore, and endeavoured in vain 
with a large speaking trumpet to make himself 
heard by those on board; but finding that 
nothing could be heard but the roaring of the 
wind and sea, he offered anybody five guineas 
instantly who would suffer himself to be drawn 
on board with instructions to them what to do. 
And when he found that nobody would accept 
his offer, he gave an instance of the highest he- 
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roism, for he fixed the rope about himself, and 
gave the signal to be drawn on b4>ard. He had 
his uniform coat on, and his sword by his side. 
I have not room to describe the particulars, but 
there was something grand and interesting in the 
thing, for as soon as they had pulled him into 
the wreck, he was received with three vast cheers 
by the people on board, and these were imme- 
diately echoed by those who lined the shore, the 
garrison walls, and lower batteries. The first 
thing he did was to rig out two other ropes like 
the first, which I saw him most active in doing 
with his own hands. This quickened the matter 
a great deal, and by this time two large open 
row-boats were arrived from the dockyard, and 
a sloop had with difficulty worked out from 
Plymouth Pool. He then became active in get- 
ting out the women and the sick, who were 
with difficulty got into the open boats, and by 
them carried oS to the sloop, which kept off 
for fear of being stove against the ship or 
thrown upon the rocks. He suffered but one 
boat to approach the ship at a time, and stood 
with his drawn sword to prevent too many 
rushing into the boats. After he had seen all 
the people out of the ship to about ten or fifteen, 
he fixed himself to the rope as before, and was 
drawn on shore, where he was again received 
with shouts. Upon my inquiring who this 
gallant officer was, I was informed it was Sir 
Edward Pellew." 
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ESCAPE OF THE TRANSFER. 

Presence of mind and promptitude in action 
were never more highly exemplified than in 
the case of Commander William Moore, of the 
Transfer, who, in the month of February, 1799, 
entirely owed his escape from capture to a rare 
combination of these qualities. 

During the lengthened period that the British 
fleet had blockaded the port of Cadiz, their com- 
munications with England were maintained by 
one or two small cruisers. Of these the Transfer, 
a small brig of 1 4 guns, had more than once per- 
formed the service, and her officers and crew 
were so accustomed each time on their arrival 
from England to find the British ships in the 
same position, that it scarcely occurred to them 
that they might meet a foe where they expected 
a friend. With these feelings of confidence, 
Commander Moore, on reaching the appointed 
rendezvous at the above date, before break of 
day, was made aware by well known sounds of 
the close proximity of a fleet, which he at once 
set down as that of his own countrymen; and, 
standing boldly on, when daylight came, the 
appearance of hostile colours gave him the first 
intimation that he was within gun-shot and 
in the midst of a Spanish squadron, which during 
the temporary absence of our ships, driven off by 
a gale of wind, had slipped out, convoying a 

2 
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fleet of merchant vessels. As the slightest de- 
viation from his course would have immediately 
betrayed him, flight was impossible, and there- 
fore hoisting American colours on his brig, Com- 
mander Moore continued on his way, apparently 
running into Cadiz. The ruse was successful, 
and he passed ship after ship of the hostile forces 
until but one remained. She was a deeply-laden, 
and, as it eventually proved, rich merchant ves- 
sel. The temptation was irresistible. Fortune had 
so far befriended him that Commander Moore de- 
termined to make a further trial of her favour ; 
and being now to windward of all the ships of 
war, and therefore in a feir position to escape by 
flight, although they were still within sight, he 
boarded the merchant ship, and carried her off, 
unmolested by the enemy, who, astonished at 
the audacity of the whole proceeding, suffered 
him to escape, under the supposition that the 
British fleet were close at hand and ready to 
support him. 



ARROW AND ACHERON. 

The Arrow sloop and Acheron bomb vessel 
sailed from Malta in January, 1805, under 
charge of a large convoy of thirty-four sail of mer- 
chant vessels. After a tedious voyage, and when 
every prospect offered of a safe passage through 
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the Straits of Gibraltar, which they had nearly 
reached on the morning of the 3rd February, 
two strange sail were seen fast coming up astern, 
which were at first supposed to be two lagging 
vessels of the convoy ; the size of the approach- 
ing ships soon, however, dispelled this delusion, 
and Captain Vincent of the Arrow, the senior 
officer, made a signal to Captain Farquhar of the 
Acheron, to stand towards them and ascertain 
their character and nationality. In pursuance 
of these orders, the Acheron went about, and 
making the private signal, which remained unan- 
swered, telegraphed that the strange sail were 
suspicious, and, soon after, that they were 
frigates. All was now activity among the con- 
voy, and while the merchantmen were direct- 
ed to make sail to their destination, Captain 
Vincent steered a course which would enable 
him the sooner to meet the Acheron, now 
under all sail to rejoin him. The chase continued 
throughout the day ; but before nightfall it was 
evident that the enemy's ships were superior in 
speed ; and the two British captains, after consul- 
tation, resolved that their only hope of escape lay 
in such resistance as they might be able to op- 
pose to their pursuers. With this view, some of 
the larger merchant vessels carrying guns were 
ordered to form a line of battle with the men-of- 
war, in accordance with an arrangement that had 
been made with them in anticipation of such an 
attack as was now imminent; but these gentle- 
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men were of opinion that discretion was the better 
part of valour, and, although the very appear- 
ance of such formidable-looking ships as some of 
them were, coming down to the assistance of the 
two sloops, would probably have been of service, 
they did not even answer the signal. With the 
daylight the breeze failed, but during the night 
it again sprang up, and before dawn on the fol- 
lowing morning one of the frigates was near 
enough to be hailed from the Arrow. To the 
inquiry what ship it was, the stranger replied 
by desiring Captain Vincent to come on board ; 
but on receiving a similar demand from the 
Acheron almost at the same moment, she opened 
her broadside, which was returned by both 
English ships, until she had passed them. The 
second frigate also passed during the obscurity 
of the night, receiving the Acheron's fire as 
she went by; and then, as if by mutual con- 
sent, both parties waited for daylight to renew 
their broadsides. At seven o'clock the French 
ships hoisted national colours — one of them the 
broad pendant of a commodore — and com- 
menced the action by both firing their broad- 
sides into the Arrow, and then the larger — the 
Hortense — went after the Acheron, leaving the 
Incorruptible to engage the Arrow. The wind 
was so light that the vessels would hardly steer, 
and the action lasted for an hour and twenty 
minutes without any manoeuvring, when, the Ar- 
rows masts and rigging having been disabled, four 
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guns on the side on which she was engaged having 
been dismounted, her rudder entirely useless, and 
many shot between wind and water, with 1 3 
men killed and 27 wounded, Captain Vincent, 
convinced that prolonged resistance would only 
involve a ftirther loss of life, without the hope 
of saving his sloop from such superior force, 
ordered hia colours to be struck. Scarcely had 
the surviving officers and crew been removed 
from the Arrow in the Frenchman's boats, her 
own having been all shot away, when the gal- 
lantly-defended little sloop settled on her beam 
ends and went down. The Acheron had during 
this time been engaged with the other frigate ; 
but when Captain Farquhar saw the Arrow com- 
pelled to strike, he considered that farther resist- 
ance on his own part could answer no good; and 
being unwilling to sacrifice the lives of men who 
had given him the highest proofe of their courage, 
he determined to make what sail he could, 
scarcely hoping to save his ship, but with the 
view of prolonging the time of his being captured, 
in order to give the convoy a better chance of es- 
caping : the superiority of the Hortense, in point 
of sailing rendered the chase but short, and after 
two more broadsides the Acheron was also sur- 
rendered, and the enemy, finding her much dis- 
abled, set her on fire as soon as her ship's com- 
pany were removed. She lost but three killed*, 

* Amongst these was Captain J. Crocket, of the Marines, a pas- 
senger, killed by a cannon-ball in the throat ; the miniature of his wife, 
covered with blood, was taken from his pocket. 
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and eight wounded; the fire of the Hortense pass- 
ing over the heads of the crew and striking the 
boom, the splinters from which were above ankle- 
deep on the main deck. The disparity of force 
in this engagement was so enormous, that nothing 
but the duty of self-sacrifice could have induced 
Captain Vincent to risk an encounter. Of the 
English ships, the Arrow mounted 28 guns, and 
had a complement of 1 32 men, while the Acheron 
carried only 8 guns and 65 men. The French 
ships, on the other hand, were of 48 and 42 guns 
respectively, and each had more than 600 men 
on board. The sentences of the court-martial 
were eulogistic and flattering ; Sir R Bickerton 
saying, on returning Captain Farquhar his sword, 
" I hope you will soon be called upon to serve 
in a ship that will enable you to meet the 
Hortense upon more equal terms. The result of 
the contest may prove more lucrative to you, 
but it cannot be more honourable/' And Lord 
Nelson told a junior officer*, my informant, when 
introduced to him, that they had behaved like 
Britons; and, while tendering him all the pecu- 
niary aid he might require, offered to retain him 
in his own ship, the Victory. 

Promotion from the Admiralty marked that 
Board's approbation of the obstinate resistance and 
intrepid defence made by the respective comman- 
ders, and swords and addresses were presented 
them by different public bodies. 

* Captain J. Simpson, wounded in the action. 
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I have been informed by the authority 
already quoted, that the conduct of the French 
officers of the Hortense was in general polite and 
humane, but that the want of discipline on board 
was so great that they were unable to restrain 
their men from pillaging their unfortunate pri- 
soners as they went on board from the boats. 

On board the Incorruptible the officers were 
not all so considerate to their captives, and it is 
related that a French officer who spoke a little 
English, and who was employed to secure them 
below, taunted them with their misfortune, using 
very opprobrious terms, and swearing that the 
French would sweep the seas of the English ; 
upon which the ship's cook, neither subdued by 
the thoughts of prison, nor caring for the conse- 
quence of enraging his captors, called out, " Not 
so feat — not so fast now, for by St. Patrick, 
you have not yet got the broom !" 



CORPORAL OP MARINES IN CANADA. 

When, in the autumn of 1 838, Canadian rebels 
and American sympathizers disturbed the peace 
of our North American provinces, amongst other 
points attacked was the town of Prescott, in 
Canada West, which was defended by a few men 
of the 83rd Kegiment, thirty of the Royal Marines, 
and such of the Glengarry militia as had had time 
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to collect. The American forces, after landing, 
had taken up a position in which they were pro- 
tected by the walls of an orchard, from behind 
which they kept up a galling fire upon the ad- 
vancing Marines, while the latter pushed on, firing 
as objects offered. In this position of affairs, 
Lance Corporal James Hunn, who was on the 
right of the British line, ran forward and jumped 
over the wall which covered the American sharp- 
shooters, and found himself on their extreme left, 
and almost in contact with six or seven of them, 
who were separated from their main body by 
another wall . running perpendicular to that 
which covered their front. These men were 
either landing or in the act of firing at the ad- 
vancing Marines when Hunn leaped the wall, and 
were so intent on their occupation that they did 
not notice Hunn until he was on them; so 
that he was able to close with them, and was 
seen by his commanding officers to bayonet three 
one after the other before they had time to load 
their pieces and fire. A fourth man, whose piece 
was loaded, turned and fired, and his ball struck 
the swell of Hunn's musket, where it was grasped 
by the left hand, which it passed through, de- 
stroying the second finger; while at the same 
time the musket was driven so violently against 
his stomach as for a moment to suspend his 
breath. Recovering himself however, he fired 
effectively at the enemy, now in full retreat; but 
his disabled hand prevented his again loading, 
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and he was moat unwillingly obliged to give up 
any further share in the glory of the day, after 
having thus accounted for four of the enemy. 

Captain Sandon, in his official dispatch, says, 
— "It may appear invidious to particnilarise any 
one man of the small band of Marines engaged, 
where all shone so conspicuous; but I trust I 
may stand excused for naming James Hunn, 
acting corporal, a young man twenty years of 
age, who, in the metee with the rebels, was seen 
by his officer and companions to beat back seven 
of the pirates, three of whom fell dead before 
him ; and although at this time having his left 
hand shattered by a rifle-ball, he still continued 
the unequal contest. I feelingly hope such a 
noble example of bravery and devotion will plead 
my excuse for urging you to move my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to bestow pro- 
motion and a medal upon this valiant young 
soldier. He is in every way fit to become an 
officer/' 

Hunn was in consequence promoted to the 
rank of sergeant without passing through the 
intermediate grade of corporal. The poor fellow 
died a year or two after, a victim to yellow fever, 
while serving in the Arab on the coast of 
Africa. 



BLACK JOKE WITH SLAVER. 
The operations of our crukers in the sup- 
pression of the slave trade, for many years after 
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the peace, afforded the only opportunities of active 
hostility, in which British sailors could show that 
they still maintained the character for daring that 
had been earned when combating the enemies of 
their country, — far more worthy foes than the 
piratical traders in human flesh whom it is now 
their lot to harass and pursue. 

From amongst the many gallant actions per- 
formed in the execution of this service one or 
two may well be selected to illustrate our subject. 
Commander Crawford's defence of the Netuno, a 
captured slaver, has already been given ; and I will 
now proceed to narrate Captain Ramsay's spirited 
capture of a powerful slave vessel on the 22nd 
April, 1831. The Black Joke brig was at anchor 
at Fernando Po, where her Commander, Lieu- 
tenant William Ramsay, learned from the master 
of a colonial vessel that he had just left in the 
Old Calabar River a large armed Spanish slave 
brig, which he described as the finest slaver that 
had been on the coast for some years. She carried 
one large pivot and four broadside guns, and had 
a complement of more than 70 picked men ; his 
informant farther stated, that he had frequently 
met her officers on shore, and that they made no 
secret of their intention of fighting, if necessary, 
laughing at the idea of being taken by the Black 
Joke, of whose force (one long pivot gun and one 
carronade, with a complement of 44 officers 
and men) they were well acquainted, and enter- 
taining no apprehension of the two gun brigs 
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on the station, which were notorious for their 
bad sailing. 

Immediately on receiving this intelligence, Lieu- 
tenant Ramsay proceeded to Old Calabar and 
commenced a strict blockade, anchoring the Black 
Joke every night at the entrance of the river, 
and weighing before daylight, and running out 
with the land breeze far enough not to be seen 
from the shore. This plan had been followed for a 
few days, when, on the morning of the 25 th April, 
a large brig was seen from the mast-head under 
all sail standing out of the river. The Black J oke's 
topsails were immediately lowered, so that the 
stranger came within sight from her deck before 
he himself could discern his expectant antagonist. 
He then altered his course so as to cross the Black 
Jokes bow, and pass between Fernando Po and the 
main land. All sail was now made in chase, and 
every requisite preparation for a severe contest, in 
doing which a spirit was evinced both by officers 
and men that left but little doubt as to the result, 
whatever might be the stranger s superiority of 
force. The slaver sailed so well that it was 
9 p.m. before the Black Joke could get within 
range of her ; indeed, if she had not been becalmed 
it is very doubtful whether she would not have 
effected her escape. A shot, however, was now 
fired ahead of her as a signal to bring to, which 
she immediately returned with three of her 
broadside guns, and the wind then fell so light 
that both vessels had recourse to their sweeps, 
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maintaining a running fight until some time 
past midnight. At about 1.30 A.M. of the 26th, 
the Black Joke was so near that it became evi- 
dent a close action must ensue, upon which the 
Spaniard hauled up his lower sails, and with his 
sweeps so managed his vessel as to keep up a 
determined fire — almost every shot telling upon 
the spars, rigging, and sails of the Black Joke. 
Lieutenant Ramsay, in consideration of the heavier 
weight of metal of his adversary, and actuated 
by a desire to spare as much as possible the 
lives of the wretched slaves, resolved upon board- 
ing, and a light air fortunately favoured his in- 
tentions. Meanwhile the men were ordered to lie 
down and shelter themselves from the enemy's 
fire. Two steady men were appointed to lash the 
vessels together, the two guns were loaded with 
grape, and their captains ordered to fire directly 
the word "Board" was given. All being prepared, 
the Black Joke ran alongside the Spaniard, the 
preconcerted order was given, the guns fired, and 
Lieutenant Ramsay, with the mate and ten men, si- 
multaneously leaped on board; but from the force 
with which the two vessels met, they separated 
again before the rest of the boarders could follow. 
The position of the little band on the hostile deck, 
opposed to more than 70 antagonists, was ex- 
tremely critical, when Mr. Hinde, a midshipman 
not fifteen years of age, who was the only officer 
left on board the Black Joke, with extraordinary 
presence of mind, ordered all hands to the sweeps, 
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pulled alongside, got the vessels lashed, and then 
boarded, leaving only one or two wounded men 
behind in their own vessel. With this reinforce- 
ment the combat was speedily decided ; those who 
continued to offer resistance were cut down, and 
the rest ran below and begged for quarter. 

The prize proved to be a brig of 300 tons, one of 
the most beautiiul vessels ever seen afloat, mounting 
five 18-pounders, with a complement of 77 offi- 
cers and men, of whom 1 5 were killed or drowned, 
4 desperately wounded, and several others severely 
and slightly. The Black Joke lost only one 
man killed, and Lieutenant Ramsay, Mr. Bo- 
sanquet, the mate, and five men, were wounded. 
Over the sufferings of the unfortunate 496 
slaves on board we will draw a veil: suffice it 
to say that, from the necessity of confining 
them below during the chase and subsequent 
action, 26 were suffocated, and of the remainder, 
107 were found in a deplorable state from their 
confinement and want of air, and of them 60 
died after they were landed at Fernando Po. 

Lieutenant Ramsay and Mr. Bosanquet, the 
mate, were promoted for this service in the fol- 
lowing August. 
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